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sections of this chapter should be left in the samo position as they wero when 
the Bill was beforo the Council on the last occasion. One discussion can be 
had from this section up_to section 249 almost on the lines on which they 
have already proceeded. When we come to the standard plans, &c., 2 separaté 
discussion Will bo necessary. Many of those hats do not cost more than from 
Tis, 40 to Rs. 50 to build, and to expect the owners of such huts to submit plans 
will put them to an expense which they cannot alford; it will besides be very 
difficult for these persons to submit a plan containing all the information required. 
My object is to make the procedure as simple ax possible. In respect to a 
gle ut or sled, the information necessary is of a very limited character. Ay 
regards a block or range of huts, a little more information will be needed. der 
the existing law a lane or passage is Jeft botween every two lines of hut; bab if, 
as the Select Committee consider to be the meaning of the existing law, and, as 
has keen provided in the Bill, a passage of sufficient width is to be left after 
each line of huts, a great deal of the bustee land will be taken up for the 
purpose, and the owners of bustee land will have to pay in rates and taxes the 
whole of the rent which they derive from the bustec, they will not be able to 
build upon more than one-third of the haw. As regards section 248, it provides 
for the submission of plans which these persons will be unable to give. 
Tustead of that, my amendment proposes t thoy shall notice and 
conform to the rules and regulations framed by the Comuinis: If they 
build without notice, the Shuts may be pulied down, My araendment on 
section 248 runs thus, that for section 248 the follow he substituted ;— 

“Tf any hut or shod be built re-built, or adled to without giviug to the Commissioners 
such notice as ix required by the last. preceding section, or othervise than as required hy the 
Conumissioners, tho Conmissioners anay give notice to tho owner or occupier there! by 

+ allising a notice to some conspiencus part of such hut or shed, to tako down and remove the 
same within ono month, or to effect such alte May deom noaessary ; and it 
shall be lawful fr the Commi-sioners, if th «to do, to cansy the kame to be 

i removed, and the expouse in hy shall be paid by tho said owner or 


upior thereof. anid shall ve recoverable as he provided.” 
And I propose to omit section 249, which provides that in addition to the 
domolition of the hut a prosvention may be instituted 

The Hox. Dis Guoroo Dass Banenree moved thut, in the first paragraph 
of section 247, the words “such form shall require a ground plan of the hut 
drawn to the le of ci¢ht feet to the inch, and such other details as the 
Commissioner nay presevibe be emitted. 

He said: —This is a much more restricted amendinent than any of those 
have just becu moved by my hon. friend — My object. is to have section 247 
so framed a& to prevent poor people from being placed in any difficulty. Le will 
very often he very difficult for them to procure the services of a competent 
surveyor. I also move that in line 11 of the first paragraph of section 247 for 
the word “tlirty” the word “fourteen” be substituted. Under the existing law 14 
days is the time within which the Commissioners are to state th approval or 
disapprovalin the case of a pucca building; and if that time has hitherto bean, 
ent fur a pucca building, it ought to bo considered sufficient in the case of 
huts. People have to take a lease of the land before they can submit an 
application to the Commissioners for permission to erect a hut; the rent 
will begin to run, and yet they will not have tie benefit of the lease until 
sanction is obtained to crect a “hut; and they must in the meantime occupy 
some other land for which they have to pay rent. This will be a hard- 
ship. I have, therefore, reduced the period from 30 to 14 days. I have 
also to move that clause (@) of scction 247 be omitted. ‘That clauso pro- 
vides that a hut shall not be erected within 80 foet of a tank. It is well 
known that in the suburban area which will be amalgamated with Calcutta, 
tanks are situated so close ts ono another thut there will be in many cases 
a difficulty to leave a clear spaco of 30 foot betwoen a hut and a tank,” With. 
every regard for sunitation, we must havo regard to the existing state of thiags, 
If itis thought undesirable that a hat should be built on the margin of a tank, 
in that case 1 will move that 10 feot be substituted for 30 feet. Practically 
hutg are built much closer than that; and if we have. a clear space of 10 feet 
from the cdge of a tank to the edge of tho but, it would for all pricteel 

urposes bo sufficient. : er 
¥ Pthe Hoy. Sir Henry Harrison said /+-The question of bites bat fora t 
time emburrussed the town of Calcutta: ‘Phése-aew sections have’ } 
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with a view to give practical effect to what has long since been decided upon as 
tho proper course to adopt. It has long since been decided that the present custom 
of building huts one jumbled up with the other is uttorly wrong. ‘Till a few years 
‘ago it was found impossible to do anything with thom; but during the past 
few years wo have had narrow roads made to enablo cons s to pass 
through. But in the condition of the huts there has been very little improve- 
ment. Section 277 of the preset Act provides that the Commissioners ‘ may 
require a free passage or way in front of and between every tayo lines (of huts) 
of such width as they may think proper for voutilution and to fucilitate 
scavenging.” Attached to several of the mills around Caleutth you will find 
excelent bustees for the workmen built ander the supervision 6f intelligent 
managers, especially one which [ recently went over built under tho supervision 
of Mr Yule at Garden Reach, and there can be no comparison of their 
immense superiority to the Culeutta busteos. ‘Lhe difficulty is how to bring « 
proper system into operation. A project comes in the shape of an application for 
the building of asingle hut, and you have to deal with it without any means of 
working it into a proper system. ‘The officers of tho Corporation urge that 
it is quite impossible to work out any system from such separate proposals, avd 
the object of this part of the Bill is simply to make so xe improveme it feasible; 
and therefore we compel the ownors to interest themselves in Iaying out their 
bustee, and to submit a plan of tho whole bustec, on which the site of every 
hut shall be marked, and this plan when approved by the Commissioners shall be 
taken as the stundard plun of the bustee. It is a radical measure intended to 
deal with a radical disease, and I cunnot seo how anything short of that will 
deal sufficiently with the cvil As regards isolated” objections, I quite udmit 
that the Suburbs are_so honeycombed with tanks that people have been accus- 
tomed hitherto to build their huts within even threo feet of a tank, but this is 
vonsidered by all sanitary authorities to be the we of all insanitary evils. 
Tanks should, as far as possible, be obliterated, but it will take along time to do 
so, and therefore we have provided a space of 30 fect as the minimum distance 
from a tank. Asexisting huts disappear or we filled up there will be 
improvement ; there may be some harshness in fixing that limit, but it appears 
to me to be necessary. For these reasons Lam emboldened to ask the Council 
to adopt the principle on which the Bill procceds. 


The Hox. Mr. Auuen said :—In the progr 
Select Committee, 1 particularly protested ag: 
what is called sanitary science being brought into operation in Calcutta or the 
Suburbs without regard ¢) all the surrounding circumstances. My whole 
contention wis against the importation of such, and [certainly felt thet in 
agrocing to the provisions which have been embodied in this Bill, L was acting 
with the least hardship to the people that was possible in a law of this kind. 
The hop. member on my right, who hus moved an amendment as to the 
distance at which a hat might be allowed from a tank, entirely forgets that th> 
Jaw in the Suburbs at prese:.t provides a minimuin distance of fifty feer from a 
tank. ‘The hon member declares stoutly against the hardship of poor people 
not being allowsd to put up a shanty according to their own convenience; but 
ho forgets that the interests of the whole of Calcutta are too important to 
sacrificed to the convenience of poor people. One of the greatest evils wh 
has hitherto existed is the facility which has been given to these poor people 
to put up their shunties in tho best parts of the town. ‘There is one bustee at 
the present moment to the south of Theatre Road which is considered to be 
an improved or reformed bustee, and [ have sven such sights along that Theatre 

Road, when the filth cf the busteo has been thrown into the road for removal 
in the raorning, that the wonder is, not that there been disewso in Calcutta, 
but that any person in that neighbourhood can live at all, and this is called 
an improved bustee ; but the sights that are to be seen of a morning in the 
neighbourhood of bustees are enough to make any person sick. ‘Therefore, 
T consider that it is nocessary to muke some provisions for the proper laying 
out of bustees, and I ugreoii to these provisions as imposing the restric- 
tions odmpatible with tio health and safoty of the town. The hon. mober 
that these poor people will not be able to get plans made for them; but 

so, he forgets the spread of education, which will enable them éasily 
ications. written, and plans made at very little cost. 
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an secon enpenemtatns 
Hx Honour tap Parsipest said :—It is one of the points most frequently 
taken exception to, that the people who live in these huts build them, and not 
the owners of the bustee Iand. ‘he hen. member in charge of tho Bill hag, 
shown very clearly that the object is to make the owners of bustee land take-an 
interest in the laying out of their bustces beforehand. Good; but tho law as 
it stands at present is not that the owner of the bustec land, but the person who 
wants to build a hut, has to submit a plan ; that is the real subject of complaint. 
It seems the most desirable thing in the world that landlords should be 
compelled to snbmit plans carefully drawn to scale, showing how they wish to 
lay out their iands. But it seems rather hard that a poor man, who builds 
his hut not with the aid of a proper contractor, but with ordinary hired 
labour, should be required to submit a plan. ‘There is something in that 
objection, but I daresay that what is required of him is a mere rough plan 
whidh cannot cost him very much to get prepared. ‘Lhe other points to whieh 
exception is tuken indirectly ave in connection with the amount of space between 
abut and a tank and between lines of buts. Without venturing to say what 
the present section does meav, I would concur with those who for the sake 
of sanitation would impose a certain amount of inconvenicnce on those 
who build in bustees. The point on which stress is practically laid in the 
»yublic memorial is that under the general scheme for bustee building provided 
Jo the Bill, two-thirds of the land in a bustco will lie unoccupied ; and the 
Commissioners may practically refuse to approve of any plun that does not 
leave two-thirds of the land for. roads and open spaces. ‘this, I think, is very 
unlikely, but it is an objection which has been taken, and I shall be glad to 
have it removed if possible: In regard to the space required between tanks 
ang: huts, we have just been told by my hon. triend, Mr. Allen, that the law 
in the Suburbs requires a space of fifty fost; that 1 think is quite sufficient 
justification for the space of thirty fect required by the Bill. 





























The Hon. Banu Kaur Nata Mrerrer said in repl) :—he hon. member in 
charge of the Bill hes told us that these suctions have been framed wita the 
express desire of compelling owners of bustee lauds to subinit standard plans, 
and so forth. But that is what he has absolutcly failed to do. He 
forgets how busteo lands are laid out. For instance, a man has 3 bighas of 
land ; a person wants to rent 3 cottahs of that land for a certain period; tho 
rent is fixed and the land is marked out and given to him; another 
person takes 7 cottahs in the same way, and so on. The only way in 
which the owner of the land would be touched is by the framing of 
bye-laws expressly declaring that the owner of any land who wishes to let 
it out in small parcels to different persons must in the first instance submit a 
plan as to the sites to be built upon, the roads and open spaces to be left, and 
so on, and must obtain the sanction of the Commissioners to such land. Ifa 
provision of that sort were introduced, it would have a very good effect. It 
would prevent the owner from letting out small parcels of land to different 
individuals at a monthly rent for the purpose of building huts upon it as they 
think proper. My hon. friend asks why I do not introduce an amondment 
to that effect. 1 have repeatedly pointed out to him that if his object is to 
control the owners of bustee lands, this is tho only way in which it can be 
done. Section 252 of the Bill, to which I have been referred by my hon. 
friend, authorises the Commissioners to call upon the ownors of a bustee to 

repare and submit a plan showing the manner in which the bustee should 
be luid out, and this plan, when approved by the Commissioners, shall be taken 
as the standard plan of the bustee. But the provisions of this section oan 
be evaded by the owner saying I do not want to build upon the land ; I have 
simply let it out, Tho section would be unassailable if the owner of*tho Imnd 
wishes to build huts upon it. But the fuct is not so: the huts are built 
the tenants, and not by tho owner of the land. ‘The owner has nothing todo 
with the building sites; he simply lote out the lend, and it is for each 
tenant to say how much land he wishes to take. That being so, the: set- 
tion will practically remain a dead letter. But if the law ‘is framed in 
the manner I havo suggestod, it will prevent owners of land from bony! 
theis lands into bustees without subtnit a plan ‘of the way in 
bustee is to be laid out and obtaining the sariction'of the Commiast 
plan. Such a provision wonld’ effect the objeef in view, but the ¢ 
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which section 252 has been frained must ultimately fail. On this point the 
*femorial which has been prosentod to your Honour says: ° 

“The rogulations relating to the eroction of huta are cumbrous and unsuitable to the 
circumstances of the people, who will often be prevonted from erecting huts, though at the 
same time they may be paying rent in respect of the land which hus been lct out to them, 
and upon which tho huts are proposed to be built. ‘The provision which mnkes it obligatory 
upon owners of bustee land to pay the rates leviable from their touauts, aad then to realiso 
them, is a proceeding which will entail hardship and loss upon owners, and will at tho samo 
time relieve municipal employés from the performance of their legitimate dutios. Further, under 
sectton 263 owners will bo required to sot apart as much us two-thirds of bustee lands for 
roads, &c., for purposes of bustee improvement. The suction would really amount to con- 
fisention of private property, and your Honour’s memoriulists would beg to record thoir 
earnest protost: against it.” . 

If this section is carried out to the extent to which it is proposed to ‘do, 
owners of bustee land will have to pay in rates and taxes neurly the same 
amount which they will realise as rent, haces they will get no rent for two- 
thirds of the land, but they will notwithstanding have to pay rates and taxes 
upon it. They will be considered to be the occupiers of all lands left vacant 
for sanitary parenees: they will be able to realise rent on only one-third of 
the land, and will have to pay 24 per cont. in rates at the maxinum. ‘Thero- 
fore it is very necessary that these sections should be carefully considered. 
Isubmit that the powers conferred by the existing law are ample for all 
parposos. If a bustee is not properly constructed, you can have it medically 
examined, and thon compel tho owner to do what is required; therefore you 
have plenary powers at present, and I submit that the effect of these sections 
of the Bill will be only to harass the ryots instead of putting such pressure upon 
the owners of land as is desirable. 

The Hon. De. Gooroo Dass Banersre said in reply:—My hon. friend, 
Mr. Allen, was pleased to observe that under the existing law in the Suburbs no 
hut can be erected within fifty fect of atunk. I was not aware of any such law, 
and I therefore asked him to be good enouh to point out to mo the provision 
to which he referred ; and it appoars that the section to which my hon. friend 
alluded does not refer to the construction of huts, but of latrines, Section 236 
of the Mofussil Municipal Act provides that wo latrine shull be constructed 
within fifty feet of a tank, and section 238 regulates the position of latrines in 
regard to holdings ; so that taese two sections do not bear the construction which 
has beon put upon them, and upon which my hon, friend based his argument. 























The How. Banu Kaur Nara Mrrrer’s motions that now sections (given 
above) be substituted for sections 247 and 248 of the Bill being put, the Council 
divided :— 


. Ayes 2. Noes 10, 
The Hon. Dr, Gooroo Dass Banerjeo. ‘The Hon. H. Pratt. 
Tho Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter. The Hon. U. H. Moore. 





The Hou. Dr. Mahondra Lal Sircar. 
‘The Hou. Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. 
The on. Sir Alfred Croft. 
The Hon. Sir Henry Harrison. 
Tho Hou. T. 7. Allen. 
Tho Hon. C. P. L. Macaulay. 
‘Phe Hon. H. J. Reynolds. 

The Hon. the Advovate-General. 





So the Motions were negatived. 
The How. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banexser’s motion that, in tho first para- 

of section 247, the words “such form shall require a ground plan of the 

it drawn to the scalo of eight feet to the inch, and such other details as the 
Commissioners may prescribe” be omitted, being put, the Council divided :— 



















Ayes 5. Noes & 
lon. Dr. Georoo Dass Banerjoo. o Hon. H. Pratt. 
Hon: De Mehondre lat Sra, ithe Hon: ©. H. Moore. 
» Hon, Babu Keli Nath Miter. ‘The Hon. Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. 
e P.L Macauley, The Hon. Sir Alfred Croft, |, 
ninbat the Pessideut. The Hon. Harrison. 
The Hon. T. 
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The Hon. Dz. Gooroo Dass Bawznsre’s motion that, in lino 11 of the, 
first paragraph of section 247, the word “fourteen ” be substituted for thirty ”* 
being put, the Council divided :— 


Ayes 7. Noes 6. 
The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerjee. The Hon. H. Pratt. 
‘The Hon. Dr. Mahendra Lal Sircar. ‘Lhe Hon. C. H. Moore. 
The Hon, Babu Kali Nath Mitter. The ILon. Sir Alfred Croft. 
The Hon. Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. ‘the Hon. Sir Henry Harrison. 
Tho Hon. H. J. Reynclds. The Hon. 'T. 'T. Allen. 
The Hon. the Advocate-Gencral. The fon, U. P. L. Macaulay. 


His Honour the President. 
So the Motion was carried. 


The Hoy. Dr. Gooroo Dass Bawerser’s motion that clause (d) of section 
247 be omitted, was put to the vote and negatived. 

The Hoy. De. Gooroo Dass BANERset’s motion that in clauso (d) of section 
247 the word “ten” be substituted for ‘thirty,’ was put to the vote and 
negatived. 

The How. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banensze moved that, in lines 1 and 2 of 
section 249, the words “ in addition to or’? be omitted, 

He said:—This point has already been considered in reference to the con- 
atruction of pucca houses. ‘The only additional argument, which can be 
brought forward in reference to the unauthorised construction of huts, is the 
‘poverty of the owners of these huts. It is cnough that the power of demoli- 
tion is exercised: we do not require a prosecution in addition. Iam quite 
aware that J have to meet the powerful opposition of the learned Advocate- 
General, who remarked that on principle when the provisions of a lew have 
been infringed a penalty is incurred, and the offender should be liable to 
punishment. But these are not offences against any moral law, or any law for 
the protection of person or property ; they ure merely offences against certain 
municipal regulations ; and though on strict principle the offenders may have 
become guilty of an offence, there is no reason why they should be prosecuted 
in addition to the exercise of the other power of demolition which sceures the 
object in view. 





The How. Sir Hexry Harnrwon said:—This is 2 matter of no practical 
importance. There are scarcely any prosecutions in such cascs, but the prin- 
ciple should be maintained. 

The Motion was put to the vote and negatived. 


The Hon. Basu Kaut Natu Mrrter, by leave, withdrew’ the motion of 
which he had given notice, that section 249 te omitted. . 

The Hox. Banu Kart Nato Mirrer moved that, for section 250, the 
following be substituted :-— 


“If the Commissioners fail to pass orders within fourteen days as required by section 
two hundred and forty-seven, their consent shall be presumed.” 


He said:—This motion stands precisely on the same footing as in the case 
of the building regulations. 


The Hon, Siz Henry Harrison sai This provision is of much:less 
importance in the matter of huts than it is in regard to houses. The present 
law prescribes a poriod of 14 days, and if within that time the buildings ‘not 
disallowed, consent is presumed. It is somewhat inconvenient to admit that 
presumption, but as the principle has been accepted ‘= ~-wen4t 4a beneos 

must accept it in the case of huts. 

The Motion was put to the vote and carried. 

‘The consideration of the further clauses of the Bill wasjpostponed “till the 
next sitting of the il. 

The Council. was: adjourned to Wednesday, the 25th April 1868, at 











11:30 4. mu, 


“carocmds | y WILLIAM. GRAHAM, 
‘ \ - Fon AsatsSeny. to the Govt, of Benga 


The 7th May ¥888. 
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LIBERALITY OF BABOO GUNGA PERSHAD OF DURBHUNGA. 


No. 1544P, dated Caloutta, the 4th May 1888. 
From—J. Warr Enaar, Esq., c.s.1., Chiof Sooretary to the Governmont of Bongal, 
To—The Commissioner of the Patna Division. 

+I am directed to acknowledge the recoipt of your letter No. 165G, dated 
the 3rd ultimo, reporting that Baboo Gunga Pershad, son of the late Roy 
Bunwari Lal, of Durbhunga, has offered to contribute Rs. 9,000 towards the 
construction of a charitablo dispensary at Laheria Scrai, and that of this sum 
Its. 4,000 have already beon advanced by him. 

2. In reply, I am to request that you will be good enough to convey to 
Babou Gunga Petshna an expression of the Lieutonant-Governor’s satisfaction 
at this proof of his public spirit and liberality. The correspondence will be 
published in the Calcutta Gazette, 





No. 165G, dated Bankiporo, tho 8rd April 1888. 


From—Joux Boxwert, Esa., Offy. Commissioner of the Patna Division, 
To—Tho Chief Socretary to the Government of Bengal. 

I nave tho honour to reort that Babu Gunga Pershal, son of the Into Roy Benwari 
Lal, of Durbhunga, has offered to give Rs. 9,000 for the construction of a charitable 
dispensary at Lahoria Serai, and that he has already mado an advance of Its. 4,000, 
promising the remainder when required. 

2, The town of Durbhunga is nearly 7 miles in length. Tho modical roquirements 
of the nothern part of tho town are fully met by tho Raj Iospital. af 

‘The present handsome gift by tho abovo Babu may bo utilized in setting upa dise 
ponsary in the southern part of the town, which will enable the Municipal Commissioners 
of the place to offer medical relief to tho poor of that quarter who are unable to 
attend the Raj Hospital. 

3. ‘The Municipal Commissioners havo got at prosont a dispensary in somewhut 
central position of the town, but it is not convenion-ly situalod. 

4, L shall be glad if the Government acknowledgo the gift in suitablo terms. 





























GIFT OF A GOLD MEDAL BY BABOO DOWIJ.AT CHANDRA RAY. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—EDUCATION. 
Calcutta, the Sth May 1888. 


RESOLUTION. 
Reap—* 

The following communications from the Director of Public Instruction 

regarding the gift of a gold medal by Baboo Dowlat Chandra Roy :— 
Endorsement No. 759, dated tho 10th Febraary 1888. 
Lotter No. 2531, dated the 24th April 1588. 

In commemoration of the Jubilee year of the reign of Her Majesty the 
Queen-Empress, Baboo Dowlat Chandra Roy, of Cassipore in the northern 
Suburbs of Calcutta, has offered to award annually a gold medal to the 
student gaining the highest senior scholarship at the disposal of the Education 
Department in Bengal, and has accordingly deposited Government Promissory 
Notes for Rg. 2,000 at 4 per cent. to cover the annual cost of this reward. 
The Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to accept this donation, and tenders hia 


«thanks to the donar fur his liberality. 7 
Oupsr.—Ordéred that a copy of this Resolution be published in the 


Caloutia Gasette, and that a copy of it be forwarded to the Dirvotor of Public 
Instructie’d for information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Gavernar of Bengal, 
4 
P, NOLAN, 
i tary to the Govt. of Bengat. 
goretorg 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Orops. 


Statement shoving Rainfall, Weather. and State and Promnecte of the crops in the different. districts of 
Bengal, as reported to Government during the week ending the Sth May 1888. 






































Rainfall 
Dintrict and date of fat Sacer] Churacter of the wenther and state and prospoete 
No. reture Beatin Gf the erope. 
BENGAL. r 
Wartern Districts 
1 [Burdwan May 5, '88. Weather—exceedingly hot with south-enst winds, State of cropa is fair, bot 
‘culms | vain in belly wanted, Commun Heo is ayuda u Ritle below 22 seers por 
Gatien rupee um the average. 
: Huneegunge | 
El 2 | Bankeors 6 %88) O18 | Wenthor—cooler for fhe mason and elondy. The plantation of sogarenne still 
E ( Tontinuen, Catton. awl @heshta fit a in pode, Fielle ute betas ploaghed 
4 cc wnt on | odin tet ro. "Xe re thn sew watt 
(| Becrihoom 4. 5, Veuther— very bot abd stormy. The mitt lias done good. Ploughing a 
A Tumpur Huu wu [ 086 | “sugarcane planting iv going on actively. ® apne ad 
Ef ¢ | stiguapor we 8, "88, 027 |, Wenther—high winds and some cloads which acem now decreasing. The boro 
‘crop mally rapes, ‘The lands generally bing prepased for ‘aman, 
Hooghl x 1:02 | Wenther—s'ormy and acasonabte. and sowing now progrensin 
opamp 2-60 | satisfactorily. ae: OO 8 ® 
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Bowral: 
‘Ovlooberiah 


Contrat District 





sultry nnd elondy, with occasional he 


B4-Perghs. May 8, "86| {unteratorme, Sowing of 














jute anil a mumonced. Sugarcane thriving wi 
Roden 5 788} Weithers- sinmineblo; very sultry ; night levears strong. The rin tas done 
Komshitem rc ‘ranch youl; extausive wowinge of early rice reported. Inilign is doing well 
Chioometanygn s 
Konm:liat 
Khoolne » 6 fi Weather-—ctvudy with ooensianal light showers. Cultivation for ewe orop is 


ving on, More rain ia dosir.ble tor 1h> purpose, 








Paxsroaxcr Divx. 








9 | semore ae Weath Sowing of bhadei, indigo amd jate going fon. Prospects 
ah Dore and sugarcate kod. = Ses ane ats 
Biwjurais 
Boogong - sod 

10 | Menrsivinind 8, “ie Weatlor—claule Gaappinred s nt two days Wot and tury. Sowing of anus 

tn ‘en ue rico erope hus conten 
Lediiag 
Songipur 
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PRICES.CURRENT (wholesale) of Food-grains, Firewood, and Salt in the 
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Published for general information. 
P. Nowy, 
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[he following Stategent showe the Quantities of the Principal Staples of Trafic imported into Calcutta from ihe Int 
during the month of Felruary 1888. 
Imports nro Cancorta. 
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The Sea-borne Trade uf Calcutta in these Staples during the munth of February 1888 was as 7ol 
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The following Statement shows the serernt Routes followe 1 by the Tvat> ix the Privospat Staples of Trafic imported 
tuto Caleutea suring the month of February 1888, 
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Tio following Statement shows the Valuer, Quiutitive, wad Numbers of the Principal Staples of 
Culeutta during the month of Belruary 1883. 
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Routes followed by the Trade in the Pri 
Cadeuéte during the mouth af February LBB8. 
































P. Nowan, 
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Abstract of the results of Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore 
Obeervatory in the month of April 1888. 





‘The mean pressure of the month —_.. i 

The average pressure of April from 24 ycars’ registers 

The highest presaure in the month i 

The lowest pressure in the mouth 
the range of pressure 





‘The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunsbine ae 


‘The mean temperature of the month ... ie 
‘The average temperatnro of April from 24 years’ registers 
‘The highest temperature in the month = 

‘Phe lowest temperatne in the month 

‘The range of 1empersture during the month 
Tue mean daily range of temperature ... 

The greatest range of temperature in one day 








The mean humidity of the month 
‘The average humidity of April from 24 years’ registers 





‘The mean vapour tension of the month aa 
‘The avorage vapour tension of April from 9 years’ registers 
‘The mean cloud proportion of the month 3 we 
The average cloud proportion of April frem 11 years’ 
Tegisters ou : os a ee 


‘Tho totsl rainfall of the month ss 
‘The tota) rainfall indicated by a Reckley’s self-registering rai 

gange (mouth of the guage about 2 feet above the ground) 
The average fall of April from 48 years’ rogieters oe 
‘The greatest fall iu 24 hours i i 








The number of rainy days in the month vee or 
The avorage number of rainy days in April from 24 years’ 
registers A a A ie 








‘The mean maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation 
during the month me 

The mean difference of sun and air temperatures 

‘The greatest sun temperature ee 

‘The greatest excess of auo over air temperature : 

‘The mean tewperature of the nocturual radiation thermometer 
ou woollen cloth... in os ef 

‘The meda depression of the noctural radiation thermometer 
delow the minimum air temperature at 4 feet above the 

: ground a ae 

‘The greatest depression of the nocturnal rad: 

below the minimum air temperature 








ion thermometer 





‘The mean movement of the wind per day 
The greatest movement of the wind in one day 

‘The greatest movement of the wind in one hour... 
‘The number of hours with winds from each of the & points— 








Inches, 


29-706 





90 


Muiea, 
176-7 
264-0 

19-0 


Date,” Heer. 


Zit 22h, 
29th 16h. 


15th 
26th 


sth 


28th 


22nd 
20th 


9th 


24th 
30th, Noon te 1 vax. 


N. 1, NE, 9, E. 22, SE. 77, 8. 308, SW, 248, W. 28, NW. 14, Calm 13. 





‘The results of observations at the Alipore Obse: 
the registers of past years (at the Pai 








Office during 20 years and upwards 
thich is the.standard of reference at the present Observatory. 


ory are not rigorously compurable with 
street Observatory). The barometur is about 8: feet 
her at Alipore, and, other things being equal, reads therefure ‘O03 lower. ‘The diurnal range of 
perature is also greater at Alipore, and tle mean temperature apparently about (-2° lower; and, 


finally, the thermometer which furnished the record of temperature at ihe Surveyor-Genern 
found to read 0:6 higher thau the Kew staudard thermometer, 





4. B—In th monthly abstract for, April 1868 road 260 for 249 us the number of hours with winds"trom 8. W 





Bay 1888, 


A. Puta, 
Ovrioz, Inpti; ° For Offy. Mataorologica! Reporter to the Govt. ef India. 
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for the week ending Friday. the 4th of May 1888, . 
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Statement of Raintall in Bengal for the week ending Friday (6 p.m.), the 4th of May 1888, 
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statement of Rainfall in Bengal for the week ending Friday :6 p.m.1, the 4th of May 1888 contd. 
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SUMMARY OF THE RAINFALL AND METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN BENGAL AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 


TAKEN EN ASSAM FOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, THE fra OF 
MaY 1888. 




















Ax the clone of the previous wook disturbed conditions cxisted over tle whole of Bengal, 
etcept in Chutia Nagpore, Behar and Orissa, and local storms with rain were numerous in 
South: West, East and North Beuval. At the commencement of the present week a distinet low 
preasure aroa was formed over Chutia Nagpore, which also caused comparatively low pressure 
over the greater part of Orissa, South and South-East Bengal. The wind systews blowing over 
the province were also somewhat irregular ; south-westerly winds prevailed in Orisva and 
Chutia Nagvore, southerly winds in South aud South-East Bengal, and casterly, uorth-easterly 
and northerly winds elsewhere. These winds were also at the majority of stutions very moist, 
and, owing to the rainfall which was occurring, temperature was generally considerably below 
the normal. Under such conditions weather continued disturbed, and local storms with rain 
were general in South-West, East and North Bengal, and in the southern parts of Chutia 
Nagpore vp to Ist und in many cases up to the 2nd of May, and evn ov.ra large part of 
Behar, rainfall was geueral on A 30th ; but in the Shahabad, Gya and Patna districts in 
South Behar and in the Hazaribagh and Lohardugga districts of Chutia Nagpore rainfall was 
practically absent throughont this period, and also until the close of the week. A slight 
change, however, commenced in the meteorological conditions of the province on the let, 
inasmuch as the casterly element in the wind directions became less strongly pronuunced. 
These moist easterly winds again diminished in force on the 2nd, and by the rd they had 
Practically retired from Bengal, and wosterly and‘south-westerly winds, accompanied by a 
decided decreane in the humidity, obtained in their place. In Assam, bowever, mvist 
easterly winds were still reported, und this distriot continued to receive rain until the close of 
the week, Thus from the 2nd to the end of the week, therefore, fairly scttled weather 
obtained over the whole of Bengal, and rainfall was practically absent, aud at the close of 
the weck ordinary settled hot weather conditions again obtained. 

Pressure.—A general fall of pressure was reported for the first two or three days of the 
week, the fall being particularly noticeable over the western parts of the province in 
connection with the feeble depression before referred to. On the Ist May, however, an ex- 
tremely rapid rise of pressure took place, the increase equalling 0°15 inch at Hazuribagh, 
and thus to great extent causing the depression to disappear. The increasing pressure 
usually continued on the 2nd instant, but on the 3rd a moderate fall set in, which was largest 
along the foot of the hills, and pressure became comparatively low in North Behar and North 
Bengal; on the 4th pressure rose, but still it was slightly low in the two districts last named 
and in Assam, Tuksng into consideration only those stations from which records have been 
received for a number of years, und which therefore yield reliable averayes, the mean pressure 
for the week has been 0:083 inch in defect in Bengal and 003 in defect in Assam, As might be 
expected, the defects are largest in the districts affected by the depression, and at Hazaribagh 
the defect was 0-045 iuch, at Kauchi 0-049 inch, and at 1 Kk 0-048 in 

Temperature—During the general rainfall in the first half of tie week temperature 
was low, but with the cessation uf the rainfall about the Ist, tempcrature began to rise 
rapidly ‘in all districts, and by the close of the weck again very hizh temperatures wore 
recorded. For the whole week, therefore, the m-an temperature of Bengal was only (:7° 
below the normal, though in Assam, where rainfall continued till the close of the weck, the 
defect was no less than 2°6°. The distribution of temperature in Bengal has been rather 
unequal, and thus while North Belar registers a defect of 4:0°, East Bengal one of 20°, and 
North Bengal one of 16°, on the other hand Orissa and Chutia Nagpur record excess 
temperatures of 2°. At the close of the week sume very high maximuic temperatures were 
recorded, the highest beiug— 

110°7? at Chyebassa on the 4th May. 
109°6° ,, Gyu | ody 
109°4° |, Cuttack fan a 
1091? ,, Baukoorah ,, 4th 4, 












































108 4° ., Dehree » 4th ,, 
107:6° ;, Bankipore ,, 4th 5, 
107-4? 5, Arrab » 4th 


Rainfall.—The heavicet rainfall has been received in East Bengal, the stations in which 
‘averaged nearly four inches during the week. In North Bengal tho full has averaged about 
one-andea-half inches, and in South-West Bengal and North Behar the amounts equal an 
average amount of about aninch, The fall in South Bebar has been very small, averaging 
only @ little more than » tonth of an inch, while in Oriesa snd Chutia Nagpur the falls have 
‘been exooadingly small. Particularly heavy falls have beon received in the Comilla district 
of Bast Bengal, but in most other cases the falls have been fatrly well spread over the 
various districts in each division, except in the cases noted in the general summary. 
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The following tuble g 











the summary, of the temperature and rainfall data of each of 


the seven metoorologioal divisions of the province for the week euding Friday, the 4th of 
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Mrreonowociest Ureice, Bencat ; A. Papier, 


The 8th May 1888. 


Offg. Meteorological Reporter a the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteorolegical Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 
29th April to 5th paaid 1888. 
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‘The mean pressure of the seven days oS : 29°686 

The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 yeu 29°708 

Hoare, 

‘The total number of hours of bright sunshine : 498 

‘The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine, 907 

ie) 

‘The mean temperature of the seven days ss es : me 85-4 

‘Tne average temperature of the corresponding period fur 24 years, 8. G.’s Office 855 

‘The extreme variation of temperature é 232 

‘The maximum temperature 984 

Mites 

‘The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ... aes a is 23 

Ibs. 

The Highest pressure of wind om one square fut se ss a i 

‘The morn relative humidity ay 2 : af 
‘The average relative humidity of the oorrespo 

Inches, 

The total’ fall of rain from 29th April to Sth May 1885... ics 0-88 

‘The srerage full of the corresponding perind for 24 years, 8. Ge Otc 0-70 

The total fall frow 1st Jenuary to 5:h May 1848 9:09 

‘The average fail of the corresponding period for 24 years, 5:33 


‘The mesn pressure, temperature, &c., are dednoed from the traces of the Barugraph and ‘Thermograph, 
‘and from observations made at 6h, 10h. 16h. and 22h. 

The maximum and mivimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometers, All the 
‘thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
bed m Observatory. ‘Shey are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and ure suspended four feet 

round, 

“a Berometed readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No, 46, 
formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Office. 

‘the hygrometric elements are ubtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in the 
Meteorologioa! | Office, and bated on Regnault’s modifications of August's formula. 

‘The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph, 

‘The month of the rain-gauge is ove foot above the ground. 

‘9 overnaat, & floomy, p passing temporary showers, t chander, < lightning. 

A. Pepe, 


2 For Offg. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 


Mrpptroeron, Qrnice, Gove. or Lxpis ; 
iainitte. the"tzh May 1888, 
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Abstract of the Results of the Thermometric Observations taken at the Meteorninci-al 
Office, Ohowringhee, in the month of April 1888. 

















a8 

. Date, 
‘The mean temperature during the month ae cu, SET: © 
‘The highest temperature duriug the month sts 1038 15th. 
‘The lowest temperature during the month hs 661 26th. 
‘The range of temperature durivrg the mouth ey 377 
‘The mean daily range of temperature ducing the month 206 
‘The greatest range of temperature in one day during the month 8th. 
The mean humidity during the month =. no 
‘Thé wean vapour tension during the month 
‘The total rainfall of the month ‘ 
‘The grea eat fall in 24 hours 23th. 





The number of rainy days in the month ... 


A. Pspurr, 


Tor Offg. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 
Merrorozoorcat Orricr, Inna; 
The th May \888. 




















Résults of the Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteorological Office, 
Chowringhee, from 29th April to 5th May 1888, 









































| Byonowarnt, 
= ital insane 
| pl | 2 
# i - z | 2 £ 
gldli Plela 
1868, | | | fo | toate. 
i 
April RB | ee | oma | 3 | 006 
% : Z| sa | oe Tro | * 
May a7 | ore oo} we) 
7 868 | 940 405 | 
* we | aro | wr 83) 
‘ 87 | wo} we | | wo | i 
ae . 
The mean temperature of the seven days 850 
The extreme variation of temperature : s 26-0 
‘The maximum temperature a ie sis va 97:0 
The mean relative humidity i és, sad . $ 
; Tnehes, 
‘The total fall of rain from 29th April to 5th May 1888 a 163, 


__The mean temperature and huroidity are obtained by applying to the mean of the 10h, 16h, and 
minimum readings a correctiou dependent on the range, and derived from the hourly observatious 
at the Surveyor-General’s Office, Chowringhee, in past years, 


Merzonotoaican Orrice, Inia; A. Peowex, 


The 1th May 1888. For Off. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of India. 
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MEMORANDUM, 


From the annexed table, exhibiting the vital statistics of the principal Municipalities 
in Bengal for the weck ending 21st April 1488, it appenrs — 

1. That during the weok in question births and deaths were rezistered iy the pro- 
portions, respectively, of 19-9 and per 1.000 of population, us opposed to 19°3 and 
29°8 per 1,000, respectively, during the preveding weok ending 14th April. 

2, That these events wero returned ot the highest rates by the following Municipali- 























tie: 
Births. Deaths. 

“leet ae Rare 
Narainganj 602 | Benulenh one 
Bhagulpore avo | Narainganj i bared 
Comillah. 385 | Serampore en 63.0 
Monghyr | Suburbs of Caloutta 500 
Boauleah | Comilleb 40-3 
Durbhange Teasore : ee 
Chcthagoen a3 
CS jg 390 
Wughli td 
j Hatt : oe ae 
Durbhauga . SL6 


3. That the casnalty-rates from the principal diseases specified below exbibit no 
noticeable variations in comparison with the death-rates from the same diseases in the 
preceding week :— 


Ratio por mille d 


pet —~ 
Give Aprit 66a. uth ay 
we 98 98 





ing tha weslen 









3 i 
Fever a5 9 
Bowel-complaints a4 Eat 
Injury 5 5 
Other onnses rh oe 


4. That of the diseases above-named, cholora, fover and maladies coming under the 
head of “Others causes” proved conspicuously fatal in the following Municipalities, and 
small-pox only in the Durbhanga town, where the doatherute from it stood at 23 per 1,000 
of population :— 

Cholera. Faver. Other causes. 


Ratio por Ratio por 
mille able, 

















Beauleah 55:1 | Reauleah 84-8 | Nurainganj 20 
Narsingen} 372 | Purnwal %8 | Gya ay 
Berainporo S Bra Samia 104 
Suburbe of Calentta 26" Midnapore iva 
Tesnore 3 a6 Bhaulpore iP? 
Comillu D108 Purt a0 
Bali oy SO 
Chittagong 16-4 
Hughit Is4 
Howrah a % oT 
Dacoa ae or 465 
Patna * ww (28 


&t in gratifyimg to find that the severity of cholera had abated considerably in Jessore, 
Beauleah Narainganj and Serampore, iu comparisan with ite incidence during the preceding 









week. 
5. That under the heads of Se#, Clase and Age, the mortality stood as follows :— 
According ta Sex. According to Clase. According to Age. 
mone sure nape 
Mauls 33 Christians Under 1 year L076 
Femalen 260 | Hindus Land under 6 yoara 427 
Ratio of mele deathe to Mahomedans Sa AO” 1 
‘eery 10Cfemaladenths 149 | Other classes wo. ws 1 
» Dy 2 
2 » My 2 
x, 64, ww 
On 60 4 2 
| 6, a , 3 
60 years and upwards él’ 





R, Lippenpae, u.d., Deputy Surgeon-General, 
Tne 71h May 1888. Sanitary Gummistioner for Bengal. 
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MORTALITY ACCORDING TO— 
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Bharuipore 
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Sanitary Commissioner for Hengal. 


R. LIDDERDALE, «-v., Deputy Surgeon-Generat, 


Ly 


Orvice oy Saxvrany Commissiower ror Bunoai 
The 7th May 1%68. 
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er dnvceirron. 
e's 
1, Grain 
2. Cotton 
3, Oilsoods 
4. Salt ¥ 
B. Pivca-goods? 
6. Metal 





7, Building materi 
8, Miscollaneous 
9. Fuel 
44 rafts | 10. Timber 
4 4, | 11. Bamboos 
1,740 | 
& | 12. Total 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION BRANCH, BENGAL. 
SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 



























Nopnea Revexw, 


Statement showing Quantitics of Gonds carvied during the mouth of Marck 1888. 


‘Toran Gorman win axm PRivare, 


Qunatity 
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16,46,610 4 fj. & 



































(Only 6 caunds passed on Uhssiraity at Jusgizere, 










































| AT 
14, Total numbor of bouts ply-| 
ing cargo No.| 834 906 1,740 | Total tollage of month— 
14a. Ditto. empty boats, | 24+ 25 + 26 "| aera 12 
steamers. &c. No 778 106 88 
35. Total number of boats qy- 
ing passenger 724 647 1,271 | Total tollago of same 
16a. Ditto Empty boats No. 26 4 30 | month last yoor 
16. Total registered tounage, 
cargo Yous 18,493 38,455 | Tae 
17. Total registered tonnage, : Memorandum of Tollage. 
passenger ‘Tons 172 361 
18, Tonemilenge . Rena 
19, Estimated valuo of cargo Rs. Lo Badanoa! Got: reseed 
on the Ist of the 
20, Number of passengers No. month el eno 7 
21, Rafts, bamboue o. ft. . 
22, Do. bullahs ats | 2, ‘Tollage per month ...| 7,873 12 | 
23, Estimated value of rafts Hs. 1 005 8,870 9,875 
24. Tellage on bouts ” 3,468-3- 6 4,314-5-0 7,782-8-6. | 3, Total 
25. Compounded tollage on 
boats 
4, Amount paid into 
26, Tollage on rafts Re. 83-7-0 91-3-6 treasury during es 
month 7,285 15 
27. *Total tollage on boats per 
ton-mile —... wigs 
28, Total tollage on rafte por 5. Balanoo dua at the end 
100 cubic feet Bel en 241 of the month = 
7 Wow thu ves donot pay per ale 
Abstruct for the month of March 1888, ax compared with the corres 
i, 
During she mootn, | Toad of the mom, 
Boa ml Be 
Tollnge ion 7,873 12 @| 198274 0. & 
, 





Caigurea, 
The 8h Hay 1888. 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION BRANCH, BENGAL. 





SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 
ORISSA COAST CANAL SYSTEM. 
Lexovir oy Canat orix, 974 Mives. F 
Staterient showing Quantities of Gouds earrivd during the mouth of March 1888. 
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Abstract for the month of Marcle 1888 as conpared with the covrespowling tansth yf the previaes gu 











Bean Hat Rear. Ta ap. 
age *. 1 p20 4 6 66 | 407c 1 9 OL 6 
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D. Me Arrive, Major, aa 


Me Re oy i888, }e Under-Secretary to the Wureranent y Bengah 
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CIRCULAR AND LASTERN CANALS. 
Approsimate Return of Traffic Jor the werk ending Saturday, the Sth May 1888, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous yeur: 





Weiaht of | ayiiage, 


NaTEMH OF CARGO, 
ens 


‘init of | 
ng 





Numberot | Wei 
vaio | 





i 











No. Mas, Rs. 

Rieo and pully 80 1,201 
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‘Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY, 
Anvenaimate Return uf Lraffie for week ended 28th April I8KB. on 15133 mi 
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Spprosimate Statement uf grass reveipts of the Rest Luliay Raitinay, prepared in ucrordance with Publie Works Department 
Cirewlar No. XXL. Railway, dared Bird Jaiy 8s: 
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Lresimate Stotemont of gross receipts cf the Patna-Gya State Kailvoay, preprord iv acrurdance with Public Works Depart. 
meut Circular No XXL, Ruilway, duted 2rd duly 1% 
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DIDDARNAGAR-GHAZIPUR STATE RAILWAY. 






Aiprocimate ieturn of Traffic fo week ended 281k April 1888, on 1B miles open 
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Approsimate Statement uf yrast eccvipts of the DiblanuapurGinime State Mtaibway, prepared in accordance with Pybi 
Works Department Corcular Na NAL Raslwnay, dated tid Jury ise. 


BecHir:s rou werk exvind | Rucatirs yor were evtass: FVM 





















SAREE td ee | 2 
‘ina ares je man | jee) ben 
at! weswot, fae Ste] mite, | fe an tate, w reat rte vite 
st ja Sash] MOMS fot Sac ee 
mpet fom pe | » | wotet oo fw 

ae wit i 7 | | H 
mf ove fa foot ww | aor | on ‘ Pao 

| pe | i | i 





SEXDIA SPAT 


Approsimaate Keetwrn of Urapie for seco ented 28th Lpril 19N8, mu TAY mile amen, 


RAILWAY 





coxcnixa TROIE, Tianhe 
tern 
(esta 





Mancow yiet cep Maxeny 1 
H vuArMe TeaLew 
i 


hid ent Toratearnines,| 




















Snmbor ot | Caachie Went | i 
Sammerat | tmaing 5 Wate | ean | evarning,, Metta | gun 
a | | : 
| 1, ene? da bef tte ar, f 
yi ve ke ew naw 9) gata ay a eee ieee 
m yan] Meee 4 





Ge pur ms 
¥ 





nee sat tena aw 











wee! OWE 
aetna! am a a x seis 
¢ woe aa ag NW wba 





sua gear 





ed ee 








Apyroximate Staton 
































Hebd ADK 40 | ALE bot. ee 
| rea | tat 
4 é a ree | iia | en 
[re set 1 re | aan} (BS | wan Ca 
ere errr aa is a tt | sn i . 4 
este) : ac = eat 
r eee ii 
| wer vel 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 9% 1888. 1011 








‘TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 





Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 28th April 1858, on 92} miles open. 
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Aporozimate Statement uf avuss revvivte nl Hie Tarbessun Broach Kaileay, prepared in aceundancs with Dublie Works 
Deprtuvet Circalar No. NNT. Railay, dited Brd duly Isa. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Anprovimate Statomont of Grom Rocripts of the Bustomn Bengal State aileny 
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DACUA STATE RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Proffie fur werk ended 2st Anvi 1888, on 86 miles open. 
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FINANCIAL YEAR, 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Dacca State Railway. 
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ASSAM-DEHAR STATE RAILWAYS. 
(Pounxait Sxcri0x.) 
Approzemuic Return of Lvaffic for week ended 2st April 1888, 07 39 mites open. 
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Approzimate Statement uf gross reveipte uf the Axsam- Behar State Railway. 
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NALIATI STATE RAILWAY. 
Apprazmate Return if Traffic for the week ending YB8tk April L888, on 2%} miles over. 
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FINANCIAL YEAL. 


Approsimate Statement uf urues eoveuyte of the Nubhati State areas. 
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, ® TIRHOOT STATE RalLWay. 
Avpromimate Retina of Traftc for the week onding 28% April 1848, on 259 miles open. 
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FINANCIAL YEAL 
Apnovainate Statement of gross wevipte of the Tivhuot State Reilienys 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenunt-Governor of Bengal, 
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations under the provisions 
of the Act of Varliament 24 and 25 Vie., Cup. 7. 


The Council met at tho Council Chambor on Wednesday, the 25th April, 1888, 
at 11-30 a.m. 





Present: 

Tho Hoy. Str Srevanr Corvin Bavusy, « c.s.1., c..m., Licutenant- 
Governor of Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon. Hi. J. Reynoups, CS.1. 

The Hon. C. P. L. Macauuay, c.1.2. 

The Hon. T. T. Auurn. 

‘The Hon. Sir Dever Tararson, xr. 

The How. Ste Atrcep CroFt, K.C.15. 

The Hon. Moutvie Appun Juupar. 

The Hon. Basu Kaut Nara Mrerer. 

The How. Dr. Mausspra Lat Siroar, o.1.2. 

‘The Hon. ©. H. Moore. 

The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass BanrrsEe. 

The Hoy. H. Prarr. 


HOWRAH BRIDGE ACT, IX OF 1871, AMENDMENT BILL 


ea ‘Hox. Mr. Macautay moved for leave to introduce a Bill to amend Act 
Px'd01871 :(an’ Act for tho construction of a ® bridge across the river Hooghly 
Howrah and Caloutta).- 
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IIe said:—In order to make the object of the motion perfectly clear to the 
Council, it will be desirable that I should, with thoir permission, refer briefly to 
the history of the discussions and proccedings connected with the construction 
and ndihinistration of the bridge. When the Act, which it is now proposed. to 
amend, was before the Council in 1871, » great divergence of opinion was mani- 
fested as to the sources from which the revenue which was to ‘provide for the 
maintenance of the bridge, the payment of interest on the loan from Govern- 
ment, the extinction of debt, and the ercation of a Reserve Fund, should be de- 
rived. The original scheme of the Bill was tliat what | may call the basis of the 
revenue of the bridge was to be a terminal charge upon goods which enter or leaye 
the Howrah Railway station by the Kast Indian Railway, whether they cross the 
bridge or not. ‘The'local tolls, that is the tolls on the persons and goods actual- 
ly crossing the bridge, were to be a sort of supplementary source of revenue, which 
it was hoped would be ultimately abandoned. —'Tho mercantile comnuunity, the 
Port Commissioners, und their representatives in the Council, strongly dissented 
fiom this proposal. They urged that to make goods which did not use the 
Lridge pay it was wholly indefensible in. principle, and that the proper 
people to pay for the bride were those who made use of it. 1 need not. entor 
anto any det regarding the arguments used on both sides, because Sir 
George Campbell, who was then President of the Council, brought the question 
to a very plain issue. We pointed out that it was not a question between 
different sources of revenue for the bridge, but between accepting the terminal 
charges and doing without the bridge altogether, inasmuch as the Government 
of India had sted on having collateral security for their luan bofore they 
would consent to give it’ ‘The p: ple of the levy of the terminal charges 
was accordingly adopted by a majority of the Sir George Campbell, 
howey made a concession to the opposition which had been raised. .He 
changed what I have called the basis of the revenue of the bridge, from the 
terminal charges to the Jocal tolls. Accordingly, section 3 was made to 
prescribe the levy of local tolls, while scetion 4 inade the levy. of terminal 
sharges discretionary, and in this form the Bill passed the Coun Since tho 
dge was constructed until recently the terminal charges have been levied, 
spt that on coal which was remitted in 1877. Sometwo years ago, how: 
ever, when it was seon that the period was at hund when, under section 22, it would 
be necessary tu revise the revenue so as to bring it down to the actual expendi- 
ture to be incurred, several proposals were brought forward, ‘The Port Commis- 
sioners, abandoning the view they had expressed in 1871, proposed the 
abolition of local tolls, The Agent of the Kast Indian Railway, who might 
have been expected to prefer the removul of the terminal charges, first supported 
this view, aud reported to his Bourd in London, and they agreed with him, 
that the toll-bar by which the local tolls are collected is, so great a source of 
vexation and irritation to the public, that he would wish to seo these tolls 
abolished. At the same time he proposed that the terminal charge da wheat 
sbould be remitted. In this opinion the Port Commissioners concurred, and 
they proposed the abolition of both. ‘These questions were referred for the 
opinion of various local bodies. The Howrah Municipal Commissioners were, 
of course, in favour of the abolition of the local tells. The Trades’ Associa- 
ti n believed that people had become accustomed to the terminal charges, and 
considered tiat the local tolls should be abolished. The Calcutta Corporation 
would have tho tolls maintained, and the proceeds equitably divided between 
the Municipalities of Calcutta and Howrah for purposes of improvement, 
The Chamber of Commerce maintained their opposition of 1871, and urged 
that the terminal charges should be abolished before the local tolls are interfored 
with. In view of these differences of opinion Sir Rivers Thompson decided 
toremit the terminal charge on wheat from lst April 1887, leaving the other 
questions for settlement when the debt of the bridge should be actually 
extinguished. With this view His Honor, the present Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal, recently appointed a representative Committee to consider thé gyhole 
matter, Of that Conunittoe my hon. friend, Mr. Roynolds, us Chairwangf the 
Por} Commissioners, was President; the, Chamber of Commerce ‘were 
represented by the hon, Mr. Stecl; their Chairman, and the Trades’ Assdoiati 
by their Master, Mx. Iallott; the East Indian ‘Railway were repre 
their Agent, Colonel Camppeil the Municipoliies of Caleutta.and ; 
their Chairmen, and thexo were: official members toptepresent the Gor 
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of Bengal and the Accounts Department, In view of tho nature of the con- 
stitution of the Committoe, and, as I will show, of their unanimity on the 
main question before thom, L think the* Council may safely adopt their 
recommendations, and recognise that the, differences of opinion wh&h had 
existed have béen reconciled. ho report of the Committee will be culated 
to the Council. I may say that they were unanimous in recommending, first 
that the local tolls shuuld be abolished. und secondly that some terminal 
charges should be retained. ‘The terminal charges recommended for remission 
aro® these on rice and grain, pulses of all sort ds of ‘all, sorts, and salt. 
This will represent a relief to trade of about Rs 1,60,000 in addition to 
about Ks, 66,000, the amount of the charge already remitted on wheat. ‘The 
retention of the charge on certain articles with the interest on the Reserve 
Fund, the rent of bridge lands, and the earnings of the tug steamer, will 
provide an income sufficient to cover the expenditure. ‘Uien as 
regards the disposal of the surplus, the Committee, with the single dissentient 
voice of Colonel Campbell, proposed to make over two Inkhs of rupees to. the 
Calcutta Municipality to help it in makin road to lead from the bridge 
towards the Nealdah station. Should the Council accept these proposa 

will require the amendmont of threo sections of the Act. As I 
prescribes tho lovy of local tolls. The Licutenant-Governor has power to 
regulate them, but le has no power of exemption — It will bu necessary to give 
him this power of exemption. ‘Then under section 4, though the Lieutenart- 
Governor can reduce the terminal charges on goods, or exempt goods altoge- 
ther, he has no power to. re-impose them. —Tlowever remote may be tho con- 
tingency of their xe-imposition, | think it will bo prudent for tho Council to 
provide for such re-imposition should unforeseen circumstances require it. 
Finally, section 18 requires that any surplus must be devoted to the purposes 
of the Act, and the section must be amended to admit of the grant being made 
to the Calcutia Municipality. hese are the provisions of the Bill which 
T ask the leave of the Council to introduce. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. 

















































CALCUTTA AND SUBURBAN MUNICIPALITIES AMALGAMA- 
T1OS BILL, 


The Hon. Sr ILexty Ianrison moved that ‘he clauses of the Bill to con- 
solidate and amend the law relating to the amunici affairs of the Town and 
Suburbs of Calcutta, as further amended, be further considered for settloment 
in the form recommended by the Select Committee. 

‘The motion was put to the vote and carried. 











Tho Won. Banu Kant Naru Mirrer moved thats 
255, and ¥56 be omitted, 

He said:—The Council has already provided by section 247 for notice 
and plans being submitted to the Commissioners before any hut can be built, 
and that and the following sections will, to all intents ‘and purposes, be 
quite sufficiont to rogulate the building ‘of huts in Calcutia, on land on 
which buts do not at present ex: If any picce of land is to be converted 
into a bustee, those two sections give ample power to regulate the erection of 
huts. No hut can be built without giving the information required by section 
247, and therefore the powors given to the Commissioners are quite suiliciont 
in’ regard to huts to be built hereafter. ‘Sections 242 to 256 introduce a proce 
dure which does not exist at present, and a procodure which is not suited to 
the requiremonts of the people, and there will be great difliculty in working it 
out by reason of the particular mcthod adopted by the owners of land 
in letting it out. As I understand it, the owners of Jand let it out in’ small 
parcels to various individuals on 2 monthly rent, and each individual having 
taken the land he requires, applies to the Commissioners to build, and having 

finission builds his hut. If the procedure was that the owner of the 
an built the huts, and let them out to tenants, there would be no 
difficulty: But that is never dono in Caloutta. The huts are in most ceses 
‘built ‘tty. the tonants, and the landholder simply lets them the land in small 
ber That being so, the first difficulty to my mind is this: ‘The landlord 
Oa ee the'-requiroments of the tenants, be cannot say whother his 





ctions 252, 253, Q54, 
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tenants will require smaller or larger parcels of land, and therefore it would be 
impossible for the owner to set apart particular sites for building on. This 
is a difficulty which | think it will be impossible to surmount. It is of no use 
to- shut our cyes to the existing state of things, for when the landlord 
is culled upon to submit a plan jointly with the adjoining bustee owner, he 
will say 1 do not propose to build upon the land ; I cannot say what will be 
the requirements of my tenants, and therefore I cannot possibly sclect the sites. 
‘the objection to my mind seems a very strong onc. And having alueady 
provided for the regulation of huts, if hereafter huts are allowed to be crowded. 
together or built in irregular lines, the persons who will. be responsible will be 
the Commissioners themselves. Tho Commissioners have ample power to. 
prevent the irregular building of huts, and therefore, as fur as the future is con- 
cerned, no difficulty will arise. As regards huts alrcady existing, 1 submit that 
the provisions of sections 247 and 248 give ample power to deal with the 
existing state of things. If huts are crowded together in any busteo, the 
Commissioners will have power to order certain roads to be opened out and 
certain sanitary improvements to be made, Section % provides for the 
owners submitting a joint plan. 1t will be a matter for congratulazion if the 
owners can be mide to agree to anything of the kind. Generally their views 
are 80 diverse, that it will be very difficult for them to join in a common object. 
The section provides that if they’ do not agree, the Commissioners may pre- 
are a standard plan. The Commissioners will’ no doubt try to prepare it 
in the best manner possible, but it is difficult to sco how any plan prepared 
beforehand will mect the requirements of persons who muy want to build 
huts for themselves. For instance, one cottah of land may be allotted as a 
building site, but the tenant may want three cottahs or five cottahs or even 
ten cottahs: he cannot get what he wants under this procedure. Under 
section 254 the owners may submit their objections to the plun prepared 
by the Commi-sioners, and so'long as the standard plan is not comploted no 
hut can bo built upon the land.  Isut under the preceding sections provision 
has already been made aguinst the building of any hut without sanction ; 
ore sections 252 to 296 are wholly unu 1 therefore move the 
ion of these sections; their omission will uot in any way cripple the 
wwers of the Commissioners ; they will remain the same, and’as 1 have said 
Bolero, if they nue ratained-thoy willnut-werke 








































The Hon. Siz Heney HWarntson suid:—I must confess that I am a little 
disappointed at the criticism which has been directed against these sections, 
because, from the line of argument previously adopted by the hon. member, 
I should have thought that these were provisions which my hon. friend would 
have supported. When we were considering the building regulations he pointed 
out that we were punishing the innocent purchaser of a small plot of land, where- 
as we ought to have dealt with th: sendlor. In regard to section 247 again, 
he argued that we were putting difficulties in the way of poor people in_ regard 
to the building vt their huts ; that they would not be allowed to build their huts ; 
that the fault really lay with the landlord, who let his land in small parcels. 
I then referred iny l.on. friend to section 252, when he said he would come to 
that afterwards; und now the way ho comes to it is to condemn that which he 
before said ought to commend itself tous, ‘The object of these sections is 
precisely that which he so foreibly pressed upon us the othor day. He prossed 
us then to go to the right person, the fountain head, and this is what is now 
proposed to be donc, Under the existing luw we have to deal with isolated 
cases, the building of a hut here and a hut there. he only way of laying out 
a bustco on any proper system is to require the owner or owners to submit 
a plan, or if he fails to do so, the Municipality must do it for him. My hon. 
driend has spoken as if there is no necessity for these sections. Dr. Simpson 
has assurcd us several times that what we are doing in the way of running 
roads hero and thore in bustees is nothing in comparison to the advantage to 
be gained by having new bustees laid out on proper plans. ‘The Syperin- 
tendent of Koads, under whose jurisdiction the building of buts falls, says be 
cannot possibly remedy the evil of huts being built promiscuously here and 
thera; applications come in one by one, and..the applications; must,\ia 
each case be answered within 14 daya, If hon,. members , will * 
at the bustce plans laid on the .table,. they will 'seo.that that is emphatioilly 
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the owe requirement in the bustees of Calcutta, the layin ont of the huts on 
@ systematic plan. Huts may be erected far apart, or thoy may be so closely 
dovetailed that you may just be able to creep bétween them.” ach tenant 
ean érect his hut just where he pleases. The only person who ix in & posi« 
tion to remedy this radical defect is the owner of the land, andif he fails to 
do 20, the municipality must lay down a plan, after hoaring any objoctions 
whick the owner has to offer. And this is what is provided for. My own 
eonviction is that there will be none of the practical difficulties which my hon. 
friofid anticipates. No owner need divide his land in absolutely equal blocks of 
land. He-will run one lino of sites, say 50 feet wide, for the largest class of huts, 
audther perhaps of 40 fect in width, a third of 30 fevt, a fourth of 20 foot, 
and perhups also one line of 10 fect wide for the poorest class of tenants. It 
ig only as to the breadth of the blocks that there will be any difficulty, beeause 
there is nothing to prevent a tenant from taking any length of line he pleases. 
A man who wants to build a hut will solect any of the widths of land he wishc 
and he ean get any length of it which he desires. As a test of tho facili: 
with which bustee lands can be Jaid out in this way, I have had some plans 
prepared in the office. I have taken one of the existing blocks of huts, and have 
sketched it out on the proposed system, and have then got a draftsman to take 
the existing huts and fit themin. We took @ piece of ground in the Rajat 
Bagan bustee and fitted every singlo hut on it into its pluco on this plan, and if 
the huts could be taken up on tho American system and put down as shown on 
this plan, they could every one be transplanted and arranged in this unobjection- 
able manner. I next took Nathur Bagan bustee and cut it up into ‘similar 
blecks. Ilere the dificulties were groai, and yet out of 60 huts now on the 
grourtd 52 of them have been placed in their proper positions on this arranged 
system, evon after allowing for tho difficulties of separate owners and of cach 
plot belonging to one person. Nevertheless, $2 out of 60 huts now on the 
und in the space wo took have been fitted into their proper positions. 
‘hére was still space left where at least eight huts more could be placed, but not 
the actual huts on the ground. his would be an inconvenience small in’ the 
extreme as compared with the object of these sections, ‘The object is to have 
suficient powers so as to arrange bustees according tw a. preper system. ‘The 
power now existing is mercly that of ranning roads thro isteos, but 
nothing more, and although ‘these roads admit of tho scavenging of bus- 
toe, the object of laying out bustees in the tanner proposed is to allow of 
proper voutilation. 1 maintain that the principle of these sections is certainly 
@ very fair one. Itis not wnjust to the owner to say you must look after 
your property ; you are not to give a cottah of land here and a cottah there 
anid leave the tenant to deal with it as he likes; put a goulabaree here, a godown 
there, a shed for carte here, und a dwelling-house there : and you are not to be 
permitted to reply—I have nothing to do with that: all L wantis my rent. What 
wesay to the landlord is, you are bound to take so mueh forothought that the uso 
to which your land is put is not to result ina sanitary evil, both to your 
tenants and to the neighbourhood. ‘That is all we require the landlord to do. 
And I have not ventured to go further, because it is proper in a matter like this 
to proceed cautiously, although slowly. The first year will perhaps be taken up 
in edlling for plans, bearing objections, and getting the muclinery in order in 
three or four bustees. Then we can take up, say, 20 more and so on, and in 
the course of say six or seven years a considerable impression will be made. 
‘the progress will no doubt bo very slow, because the sections, so far from being 
of g revolutionury character, will be found rather to be tortoise-like in their 
operation. I think it will be a pity if the Council thinks it right to omit these 
sections. 

The Hon. Basu Katt Nava Mrrrer said in reply :—I must admit that on this 
oceasion my hon. friend has undertaken to meet the arguments which 1 have 
advanced: “He seems to think that I am sontewhat inconsistent iu the position 
E have téken: He has been pleased to say that my arguments as regards tho 

itig:regulations und as‘ regards seotion 247 have considerable force, and 
Yet heswas the-first to oppose them. WhatI complain of is that this is u roupd- 
‘abort. dure. -If it is desirable to levislate in a matter of this kind, maging 
: 2 dey, on ‘owners of land to leok after their property, a single section 
hee, by: iding that no one shall let-out his land for the building 
i" ithe eariction: of the Coramissioners. If a section of that 
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kind be introduced, landowners will realise their position and feel the respon- 
sibility imposed on them by law. My hon. friend is not prepared to go to 
that extent. But why should ho not adopt the simplest procedure, instead: 
of so Lumbrous a one to attain the object he has in view? Why should he 
not enuct that no owner shall let out small parcels of land for the erection 
of huts without first obtaining the sanction of the Commissioners ? 1 submit 
that there is no inconsistoncy in the position I have assumed. In the 
-matter of the building regulations, I wanted to toach the man whe sells 
the land, who derives the whole benefit, und not the innocent purchaser, 
But I failed. ‘Then in the case of bustec lands, why introduce the 
system, of joint plans and standard plans? Why not positively assert the 
principle that no one shull let out land for building huts unless he complies 
with a certain state of things? ‘That will be the simplest way of dealing with 
the question. 

The motion was put to the vote and nogatived. 

The Hon. Banu Karr Narn Mirrer moved that, for section 257, the 
following be substituted :— 








« When it appears to the Commissioners in meeting that any Inatee is, by reason of the 
manner in which the huts are crowdrd together, or for any other rearon, in an ussnitary con- 
dition and that the procedure provided by scctions two hundred and fifty-two to two hundred 
and fifty-six will be too dilatory for improving such bustee, they may cause it to be inspected 
by two medics] officers, who shall make a report in writing on the sanitary condition of the 
said bustee ; and shall specify, if necessary, in the said report, the huts which should be wholly 

part removed, the roads, draina and sowers which should be constructed, and the low 
lands which should be filled un with u view to the removal of the risk of disease. The hute 
which cogether form a bustee under this Part mag belong to acveral owners. The existence 
of a masonry wail, privy, shed or house in a buster shall not preclude the Commissioners 
from dealing with such busiec in any way authorised by this Act.” 

















:—The section which I propose is slightly different from 
section 257 of the Bill, and it provides, with a slight modification, all that is 
aimed at by that section, 

‘The Hon. Sim Henry Harrison said:—It scoms to me that this section 
follows a8 a necessary consequonce from the provious amendment being 
rejected. The section is adapted to the existing procedure. I was so sensi- 
tive of the fact of tho slow and gradual working of the new system of standard 
plens that I thought it would not be wise to give up the more expeditious 
system we have at present, expeditious | mean as compared to the system of 
placing every hut in its proper place, wnich must be done gradually. I call the 
procedure under this section comparatively expeditious. ‘The medical officers 
appointed to report upon a bustee are to prepare a standard plan, which would 
be carried out under the present procedure, aud in all urgent cases this 
procedure will be adopted. i 

‘The Hox. Banu Kaui Narn Mirrer said in reply :—After the explanation 
which the hon. member in charge of the Bill has given, 1 will withdraw ‘this 
amendment. : 

‘The motion was, by leave, withdrawn. 

The Hon. Banu Kari Nara Mrrrer also, by leave, withdrew the following 
amendments, of which notice had been given : 

(1. That, for section 258, the following bo substituted :— 

“On receipt of the report of the medio»! officers, the Gommivsioners in meeting may 
cause a notice to be served upon the owners or occupiers of the but, or, at the option of the 
Couissiouers, the owner of the land on which such huts are built, requiring them to carry 
out and oseoute withiu a reasonable time to bo fixed by the Commissioners for euch purpose 
all or any of the works specified in the said report.” 

(2). That section 262 be omitted. 

The How. Banu Kant Nata Mrrrer moved that section 263 be omitted. 

He said :—It seems to me that this section is not necessary, after, having 
provided for the preparation of standard pluns of the way in which busteds are 
tu be improved, unless it. be for the protection of the people themselves. “But 
the” provisions of this section really afford no protection. It provided 
without the consent of the owners of the land not more than on¢-fifth af the’ 
of a bnstee shall be left for roads, and not nore than two-thirds .far ¢) 
Under the section a tank is not to be included in this propped 
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is intended 8/6 pont, in the hands of the people of the busteo to insist 
on two-thirds of the land being left open, I submit that the' power should 
pot be given, especially when the fullest provision has been made as regards 
S.standard plan, and more especially because the owners will havo fo pay 
rates in' respect of this two-thirds of open land. Ina subsequent section it is 
provided that where thero are roads and so on, the owners of the property 
shall be considered as oceupiors of such portions: therefore they will have to 

rates on the unoccupied lands. I submit that this section is not necessary ; 
Bar af it is intonded to opera’e as a protection to the owner, the section will 
have to be modified very considerably. . 

* Tho Hon. Str Henry Harerson said:—As far as I represent the Executive 
of the Corporation, [ shall not object to this section being omitted, its intention 
is to tio their hands: it imposos obligations, to some of which it will not be 
easy to conform. Whether my hon. friend can be taken to be the spokesman. 
of the owncrs in this matter, [ consider very doubtful. Ido not think that 
a section of this kind can be omitted in the interests of busteo owners, as 
I think it affords them very considcrable protection as regards the propor- 
tion of open lands. Obviously, two-thirds is the maximum; ordinarily, 
nothing like that proportion will be required. But there are some cases in 
which a considerable proportion of a bustee may consist of a» tank with 
not a very large fringe of land round it; you must have a space of 3D 
feet from the tank to the huts and a space between two lines of huts, 
in such cases a consideruble proportion must be unoccupied. At the samo titaa 
if the Council thinks a maximum of two-thirds excessive, and that u less pro- 

o-tion will bea concession of value, | believe that a proportion of one- 
half may be fixed as a maximum without objection in 19 cases out of 20. 
Te is only in one out of 20 euses that that proportion may prove embarrassing. 
We propose to apply the proportion of two-thirds “to the cause of each 
owner's Jind, not merely to the whole bustee. L[f the Council think the 
section is not wunted, us Chairman of the Corporation I may say 
there is no reason why it may not be omitted. But if the Council think 
it necessary for the protection of bustee owners, then if it would he « con- 
cossion to them of any value to reduce the proportion of two-thirds 
to 50 por cent., I think the concession might well be made. ‘The proportion 
of two-thirds will apply only to very exceptional cases. 

His Honour tim Prestbenr said :—I_ quite understand that the proportion 
of two-thirds is the maximum, and to omit the section will rather be an injury 
than otherwise to the clients of the hon. mover of the amendment. On the 
other hand, the reduction of the maximum from two-thirds to one-half seems 
to me to be a substantial concession. Lf I may advise I would suggest that this 
concession be adopted. 

Tho ,Hon. Banu Katt Nata Mrrrer said in reply:—I have proceeded on 
the basis of the public memorial, which says: ‘ Under section 263 owners will be 
required to sot apart as niuch as two-thirds of bustee land for roads, &c., for 
purposes of busteo improvement. Tho section would really amount to confis- 
cation of private property, and your Honuur’s memorialists beg to record their 
earnest protest against it.” 1fthe maximum is reduced to one-half it will 
satisfy nobody. 

‘The motion was put to the vote and negatived. 

The Hon. Sin Henry Harrison then moved that in section 263 the 
words “‘ one-half” be substituted for two-thirds 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. 


The Hon. Banu Katt Nara Mirrer by leave withdrew the motion, of 
which notice had been given, that section 265 be omitted. 


The Hor. Basu Kati Nara Mirrer moved that section 266 be omitted. 

He said:—This is a novel provision altogether. If the owner wants tu remove 
hia bustee land from the character of bustee land, why should he not utilise tho 
tuad which is his private property? Why should the consent of the Commis 
wa be secded when the owner wants to build on this portion of bia bystee 

the-character of a bustee has been removed from iv? If another goad ia 
:gor the portion of tae land which may still continue asa bustee, the Com- 
eal ‘have power to have sucha road opened. It may be'that a portion 
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of the existing road will be the most convenient site for building, und why should 
the owner be precluded from doing so simply because it has been a portion of a 
‘bustee road? All that the Commissioners might do is to require the owner ta, 


find agother. outlet for the bustee. Probably that will be the way this pro- 
vision will be worked, but that is not what is provided in the section. 


The Hoy. Sir Henry Harntson said :—Tho hon. member has raised a fair 
int; at the same time I may say that the section has been drafted with full 
Rorethought, and I believe it’ embodies the right principle. Looking*to the 
deliberation with which the standard plan of u bustee is to be prepared, with 
full opportunity to the owner to object, when a certain piece of land, it maybe 
Dolonging to several owners, has been marked off as a portion of a bustee road 
by which access is to be obtainéd for conservancy carts, it seems to me very 
inconvenient that the whole arrangement of the bustee should be upset becaiise 
the owner of the land chooses to convert the particular spot into a dwell- 
ing-houso. He could at the beginning have objected and roserved this parti- 
cular Iand for building purposes The other owners havo vory likely carefully 
planned how they will arrange and align the bustee roads to fit in with this, but 
im consequence of the caprice of onc owner, or of a partition or death, the whole 
arrangement will be liable to bo upset. It does happen so now, and in soveral 
cases we have heen obliged to leave a busteo untouched, hecause the owner 
has said that he intends to build a house upon the site which has been chosen as 
the only good site for a road. When a certain picce of land has been chosen 
after full deliberation and consideration as one of the ways for people in the 
bustee getting out, and for access to the bustee from without, as well as for the 
purpose of scavenging, under my hon. friena’s amendment the owner of that 
particular ground may after a time throw the wholo out of gear. I believe . 
the section in the Bill gives the fuirest and best solution of the difficulty. 
Tf the scction is omitted, the effect will bo to very scriously encumber 
dealings with the bustee, not only on the purt of the Corporation, but 
very much also on the part of other owners in the same bustee. ‘Those 
whose land is further in, will not be able to get proper means of cgress and 
ingress. I therofore think it is proper to reserve this p»wer to the Commins 
sionors, and it should be remembered that the Commissioners in meeting will be 
the final arbitrators.. If there is necessity for a road and if another road can be 
substituted, they will easily give their consent to the proposed substitution. 


‘The Hoy. Banu Kaui Narn Mrrrer said in reply :—By section 257 these roads 
remain the private property of the respective owners, and I fail to see how it is 
possible to impose by legislution an obligution on the owner not to utilise a parti- 
oular plot of Jand for building, although he is at liberty to utilise the rest of his 
Jand for the purpose. If this section is omitted the Comissioners will still have 

wer to require the opening out of proper roads, and this course will save 
interference with the rights of property for which there is, as far as 1+ dan see, 
no justification. It has been said that the standard plan will have been prepared 
with the fullest deliberation; but circumstances may be altered, and therefore 
what may have been done with the fullest deliberation at ono time might operate 
with great luardship on a change of circumstances. If he is still the owner of 
the land, it is very hard lines-not to be able to utilise his property in the way 
he thinks, best, subject of course to the control of the Commissioners in respect 
of building regulations and so forth. 


‘Tho motion being put to the vote the Couneil divided— 





Ayes 1. Noes 11. 
‘The Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter. ‘The Ion. H. Pratt. 

‘ho Hon, Dr. Goores Doss Banerjee. 
The Hon. ©. H Moore. 
The Hon. Dt. Mokondra Lal Sircar. 
The Hon. Moulvie Atdul Jubbar. 
‘The Hon. Sir Alfved Oroft, 
‘The Hon. Sir Haory Hazrison. 
The Hon. T, ©. Allen. 


‘fhe Hon. C. PL. Macaulay. 
. | Rie Hon, BH. J. Reynolds, 
No the Motion was negatived. ‘His Honour the Presidout. 
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The Hon. Banu Katr Naru Mirrer moved that section 267 bo omitted. 

He said :—This section declares that the owners of busteo lands shall be 
deemed to be tho occupiers of the roads and common round or open spaces in the 
bustee, and the effect of it will be that the owners will havo to pay rates. and taxes 
in respect of.all the roads and open spaces left expressly for the bencfit of their 
tenants, it may be to the extent of one-half of the whole of the land. The 
rates and taxes, I submit, ought to be properly apportioned between the parties 
conegrued. The main thoroughfares may ‘be said to bo required for tho 
purposes of conservancy a& well; but all the other roads, ag well as the open 
spaces, will be for the benefit of the hut owners, and it scems hard that the 
owners alone should pay the rates on account of them. As occupiers the 
owners will be subject fo many of the incidents of this Bill. If rubbish is 
thrown on the land, they may bo punished under section 301, which provides 
that if any dust, dirt, filth or refuse iy thrown on any street ov place in con- 
travention of certain sections, it shall be presumed that tho offence was com- 
mitted by or with the sufferance of the occupier, unless the contrary be proved. 
That seems hard on persons who have let ont their busteo lands and 
have very little to do with them. ‘The conservancy of bustees is to be put 
into the hands of the Commissioners, and a special rate is to be levied on buxtees 
so conserved, and therefore if scems to me that in addition to that the owners 
of tho roads and open spaces in bustees should be considered as the occupiers 
of them, and should have to pay rates upon them, 

The Tox. Sr [Texry Harmon said:—Ilt seems eurious that the hon. 
member secks to provide a remedy for what he complains of by omitting this 
section altogether, Tt is necessary to have some rule as to who is to be considered 
in occupation of bustee lands not occupied by huts. It is a source of considerable 
difficulty. It seems desivablo that there should be some fair and equitable 
arrangement, and this arrangement trics to be fair. The section rofers to 
“¢onmon ground,” not to “ open spaces.” Suppose thore is a tank ina bustee, 
and a space of 0 fect round the margin of the tank must be left vacant. How 
can you say that any particular hut owner can be looked upon as the occupier 
of that vacant space? Where you have open spaces between the huts you can 
do so. ‘The owners of the land are not in any way responsible for the open 
spaces betweon the lines of huts which are left as the backyards of those huts. As 
regards the private roads, how can you make anybody but the owner of the land 
responsible as occupier ? ‘They are open to the wholo of the bustee. Butas regards 
roads the point is nut of much consequence Itis not often that roads got 
into such an insanitary condition as to require prosecutions. Moreover, the 

Souncil should bear in mind that 1 introduced the proviso to section 269, that 
no conservancy rato shall be levied on any remodelled busteo without the 
consent of the owners, contrary toe Dr. Simpsows strong aud urgent remon- 
strance, because I considered it to be just. When wo have roads between the 
lines of huts and roads for conservancy carts, we ought to consider it sufliciently 
similar to an odinary compound, and this rate ought not to be levied 
without the consent of the owner; and if you provide that the Commissioners 
will not be allowed to levy a special rato on a remodelled bustee, then you 
must define who is to be the person responsible for the conservancy of those 
open spaces. You must say that the zemindar is responsible for keeping the 
general drainage system of the bustee in order, and each hut owner for the 
portion of the drain which runs into his own premises; that the zemindar is 
responsible for keeping in order the common ground,” and tie individual hut 
owners for the spaces before and behind their own huts, and the care of the 
common gronud round a tank should go to the owner. It scems to me that 
some section of the kind is absolutely necessary, and I do not sce that any 
better one has been suggested. 

The motion was put to the vote and negatived. 

The Hon. Basu Kaut Naru Mirtrr, by leave, withdrew the following 
motions which stood in his namo:—‘1) that, in line 14 of the first. paragraph 
of section 268, the word ‘standard’? be omitted; (2) thai, in line 2 of the 
third par: ph of the same section, for the words “any standard” the word 
“uch” be substituted ; (3) that the fourth, fifth, and sixth paragraphs of the 
same wection be omitted ; (4) that, for the proviso of section 269, the following 
‘be: ‘gubstituted :—* Provided that, without the consent of the owners, no such 
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rate shall be levied upon any bustee whieh has already been improved unde: 
the direction of the Commissioners.” 


Too Hon. Sm Henry Harutson moved that, at the end of section 270, the 
words ‘“in such manner as a rato may be recovered” be inserted , : 

He said :—This section gives the Commissioners power to serve notices or 
the occupiers of a bustec, for the cleansing uf which no special establishmen 
is maintained, und which is in a filthy condivion, to clean the sume; unu if the 
notices are not complied with within threo days, they may clean the buste 
and recover the éost from the occupiers. But the section does not say hov 
the cost is to be recovered. Throughout the Bill costs incurred’ in default 9 
work being done by owners or occupiers are made recoverable as a rate. Ia 
the words I propose are not inserted, it may be held that the only romedy ia 
by suit. Tho insertion of these words are therefore necessary. 

‘The motion was put to the vote and carried. 





The Hon, Sir Henny Haxnrson moved that, at the ond of section 277, the 
following be inserted :-— 


“For the purpose of efficiently draining any house or land under this section, the 
Commissioners may require any courtyard, alley or pussage between two or more houses, to 
be paved with such nratcrials and in such manner as may be upproved of by them; and 
may require such paving to be kept in proper repair. They may also require the level 
of any such courryard, alley or passage to be raised, if necessary, for the efliciont drainage 
thereof.” 


He said :—This amendment is brought forward at the request both of the 
Engineer and the Iculth Officer, who point out that it is impossible in some 
cases satisfactorily to provide for the health of houses, if the courtyards are 
simply ponds ; if they are not sufficiently paved to adnut of the water running 
off, The power given is only discretionary ; it will hardly be insisted on in 
the case of very poor people. in the caso of the rich it is most usually done, 
but in the case of some houses where this ought to be done it is not, and the 
object of this amendment is to provide a remedy in such cases. It is a power 
which is closcly allied to the subject of drainage. 





The Hox. Banu Kati Navi Mrrrer said:—It my memory serves me 
rightly, a similar proposal was brought before the ‘Town Council at the 
instanco of the Health Officer, I did not see the list of business before this 
morning, and haye not boen able to trace the discussion, but if 1 recollect 
rightly very scrious objections wero raised to the proposal, and difficulties 
were pointed out which rendered further consideration necessary. It would 
have been advantageous if that discussion had been placed before this Couneil 
before they were asked to consider thie amendment. My hon. friend has 
referred to the opinions of the Engineer and the Heulth Officer, and it would 
have becn well if he had referred to the views of the Town Couneit aleo on 
this subject. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. 


The Hon. Banu Kart Naru Mrrrer moved that, in section 286, the words 
“stables and cowhouses,” and in line 2 of section 288, the words “stable or 
cowhouse” be omitted. 

He said: —The introduction of these words in thesc sections is an inno- 
vation: they do not exist in the present Act. These sections do not refer 
to vuolic stables and cowhouses, but to stables and cowhouses in private 
houses, and I do not see why the Commissioners should be allowed any contral 
over them. People who keep one or two horses or cows for private use would 
be unnecessarily harassed. Ts it really necessary to make legislative provision 
on account of these small mutters, especially when the Commissioners. have 
been given full control as to the construction of buildings? I subinit that there 
is no necessity whatever for including stables and cowhouses in these sections, 
which are mainly intended to deal with privies and coss-pools. : 


‘The Hon. Siz Henry Hagetson said:—It is quite correct. to say that this 
provision is not to be found in the existing law, and it was introduced because 
there fius been difficulty in dealing with these matters. At present wae have 
no control over stables and cowhouses attached to private dwellings. ie 
quite us likely that in some cases stables or cowhouses kept in # filthy. 
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will be as injurious to health as badly cotistructed privies or cess-pools. We 
can make the owner of a stable or cowhouse ren a drain along it, bat wo 
gannot compel him to make the floor pucca. In one or two cases in which we 
havo tried, we have found that we have exceeded our authority. If stables and 
cowhouses in which three or four animals are kept are not made pucca, by being 
laid with brick-on-odge, they cannot possibly be kept clean. Nearly all these 
powors are nevessury for the security of the neighbours, and wo have frequent 
complaints from the next door neighbours where stables are not properly paved 
and kept clean. ‘The law should allow the Commissioners to veqyire the floors 
of stables and cowhouses to be kept in proper eondition. I think ita roasonable 
power, and I do not believe that it will luad to any serious hardship. 





‘Tho Hon. Banu Katt Narn Murree said in reply:—My. hon. friend forgets * 
that there is in the Bill a chapter relating to nuisances which will enable the 
Commissioners to prosccute persons for keeping any portion of their premises in 
an unhealthy condition; therefore under that chapter porsons who keep their 
stables or cowhonses in a filthy condition can be prosocuted. 1s not that quite 
sufiicient Is it necessary that the Commissioners should also have a voice in 
the materiuls and dimensious of these places? ‘Lhe cases of privies and cess-poola 
and of stables and cowhouses seem to me entirely different. Why should tho 
Commissioners have these powers in addition to the power of prosecution for a 


nuisance 























The motion being put the Council divided :— 

Ayrs 2. ors 10. 
The Ton. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banorjee, ‘The Hon. IL. Pratt. 
The Hon. Babu Kuli Nuth Mitter. Tho Hon. G. IL. Moors. 





‘The Hon. br. Mahendra Lal Sircar. 
Tho Hon, Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. 
The Hon. Sir Alfred Croft. 

The Hon. Sir Henry Iarrison. 

‘Tho Hon. T. Y. Alien. 

Tho Ton. C. P. L. Mucaulay, 

Tho Hon. H. J. Reynolds. 

His Honour the Prosident. 








So the Motion was negativ: 


Tho Hon. Banu Katt Nats Mtrrer moved that, in line 4 of section 287, 
for the words “six hours” the words ‘twenty-four hours” be substituted. 

He said: - This section requires the occupier of any premises to clear 
obstructions to drains within six hours of notice. I think six hours is tuo short 
atime. The notico may be delivered at the house at 11 o'clock, and the 
oveupior may not return’ from worl till 7 o'clock. Workinen will have to be 
procured before the work can be done, and therefore I think 24 hours is a 
reasonable time. 

The Hon. Sir Henry Harrison said:—The penalty is absolutely nit, 
although it is a serious thing to allow a drain to be choked: We keep a special 
establishment for this purpose, and if notice is sent to the Oversccr’s office, the 
work will be dono at once. Tho fee for clearing obstructions in drains usod to 
be Rs, 2-8; but to facilitate such work the Commissioners reduced it to one 
rupee: 

The Hon. Banu Kaur Narn Mrrrer said in reply:—My_own experience is 
that the Commissioners themselves are not able to do this within 24 hours, and 
sometimes they take 48 hours, although they have the means to do it at, hand; 
whereas a private person will have to get men to do it. I ask whether the 
health of the town will be in dangor if the obstruction is not cloared in 
six hours, 

The Hon. Str Avrrep Crorr stated that when he bud occasion to call in 
the.Coramissioners, the obstruction was cleared in three hours. 

‘The’ motion was put to the voto and negatived. 


The How: Basu Kaur Nara Mrrrer, by leave, withdrew tho motion ia his 
name | idm. Hines. 5.and:6 of section 290, the words ‘twenty hours” be substi- 


‘tuned: fag: 44.one hour.” 
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The Hon. Sim Henry Haruison moved that, at the end of the second 
portion of section 290, the following be inserted :— 


“And if any drain is choked, or if any other defect connected with the drain whidh 
requixes to be forthwith remedied is brought to light by such inspection, the Commissioners 
ehall then and there clear out the drain, or remedy the defect.’ : 

He said:—This is the section under which the drains are periodical] 
inspected, If anything is found wrong which requires to be forthwith 
remedied, the Commissioners ought to do it at once. 7 


The How. Basu Kata Nari Mrrrer said:—One part of this provision 
is very objectionable. As far as a drain is concerned, there is not the slightest 
objection, but to deal with a stable or a cowhouxe in this way would be very 
objectionable. Suppose the officer considers that tho dimensions of the stable or 
cowhouse tre not such us they ought to be, is he to pull it down at once? ‘The 
defect may be in the construction of the cowhouse or stablo. 


The Tion. Str Hunny Harrison agrecd to a verbal modification of the 
to meet this objection; after which the motion was put to the vote and 




















sect 
carricd. 


The Hon. Srn TIunry Ilanrison moved that in line 5 of section 291 for 
the words ‘‘ any offensive matter or sewago into any sewer ” the words “ por- 
mits any offensive matter or sewage to How, or be put into any sewer” be 
substituted. 





This is a verbal amendment. A person cannot be suid to throw 
or put offensive matter or sewage into any sewer. 
Tho motion was put to the vote and carried. 


The Hon. Siz Henry Harrison moved that, in line 6 of section 292, for the 
words “filth or other offensive matter” the words ‘‘ sowago or offensiyo matter” 
be substituted 5 

He said :—Just about this part of the Bill we adopted a suggestion made by 
the Ton. Mr. Macaulay, and defined ‘‘offensive matter” to mean dung, dirt, 
putrid or putrifying aubstances and filth of any kind not included in the term 
“sewage,” but this section contains the old wording which the definition of 
“offensive matter” is intended to supersede. This amendment is merely to 
substitute « properly defined word for the words previously existing. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried, and so also were similar 
amendments moved by the Hon. Sir Henry Harrison in sections 300, 301, 308 

nd 44. 
a 


‘The How. Bant Katt Narn Mirrer moved that, in line 6 of section 292, 
for the word “fifty” the word “thirty” be substituted. 

Ue said:—In an earlier section we have provided that no hut shall be 
erected within 30 feet of a tank. Thirty fect isumple space, Sud will be 
sufficient protection against water being contaminated by any source. I there- 
fore move that in the case of latrines, privies, urinals, &c., the samo distance 
Le prescribed. : 

The Hon. Sir Terry Harrison said :—I do not think sanitary authorities 
will at all agroe with the hon. member in this matter. Our present rule is 450 
foot in case of a latrine, privy or urinal, and has always been so, and it ix the 
same in the Suburbs also. I quite admit that the rule may ofren ‘cause incon- 
venience to a hut-owner who often cannot get any place for his privy, but we 
always have power to make a special exemption. It will be # retrogrossive 
measure to substitute 30 feet for 50, when the rule is 50 feet now both in 
Calcutta and the Suburbs 

‘The motion was put to the vote and negatived. 

The Hoy. Basu Kaui Narn Mrirer moved that section 301 be omitted. 

Te suid:—This section enacts that when rubbish, offonsive matter or sewage 
is thrown or placed on any street in contravention of the rules proscribed for that 
purpose, it shall be presumed that the offence has beon committed by, or’ with 
theuiferance of, the occupier of such building or land, unless the contrary be 
proved. ‘I'he Municipal Commissioners are not only to be invested. with 
certain powors, but they are to have presumptions of law in their favour: This 
isa presumption of law. If my neighbour who ‘perhaps is. inimical’ tome 
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¢hooses to place some rubbish on the sineet in front of my house, I am to be 
presumed to be guilty of having thrown the rubbish on tho strect, and I am 
sequired te prove a negative, contrary tw all principles of English law. 


Tho Tow. Sir Henry Warrtson said: —There is a great deal of for 
this objection, and it has been taken by the Government of India, but they 
have not insisted on it. But still more forcible is the necessity for a section 
of thig, kind, without which the law will be inoperative.“ The didiculty 
occurs in this wise. Rubbish is thrown out of a window, nojhing but a hand 
is to be seen, and it is impossible to find out who did the act, betause the mere 
fact of the rubbish coming frym a particular house will not be sufiicient. In 
Bombay there was a lous discussion on this point, und they have in ther 
Bill a section just parallel to this. [tis quite impossible otherwise to exercise 
any control over the throwing of rubbish on the streets contrary to rule. «It is 
one of the greatest evils in Calcutta. In other towns the peopled are not allowed 
to throw rubbish on the streets; here every one is allowed to tr the streets 
es tho common sewer, and any attempt to deprive the people of the right is 
strongly resented. In the northern portion of the fown they are not satisfied 
with throwing out rubbish once a duy; the Commissioners would not hear of 
any proposal to limit the right to the morning onl ‘The Executive does not 
object so much if the hows for throwing rubbish are limited, because uftet 
that the strects can be kept clean; but in the front of a bazar, for instance, if 
is done all day. If in addition to allowing the practice both in the mornin,z 
and in tho afternoon, when a person does throw out rubbish alter the fixed 
hours, we have no power to deal with it because our hands ure tied— 
improvement is hopeless. Tho presunyption is the sume in the Bombay Bill, 
but here it must be proved thut it was thrown from somo building or Jan 


The. Hon. Banu Kaus Nari Mie: 
tv introduce confusion into the argum 
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sid in reply :—My hon friend has tried 
at by adverting tu matters which do not 
concern us at all. At present the question of throwing rabbish on the streets is 
not before us. Power Is given to the Commissioners to provide proper times and. 
places for the throwing of rubbish, and after that has been done whoever 
throws or suffers rubbish to be thrown in contravention to such rules is under 
this section liable to a penalty. This section alters the ting law in many 
respocts. It compels the occupier to prove a negative which is contrury to all 

rinciples of the English law of evidence: he must show that he hus not done it. 
‘My ‘hon. friend points ont that it must be shown that it came from a purticular 
house. That I submit is no protection, as that can casily bedoue by un ill- 
disposed neighbour, and the presumption. is to be that it was done by, or with 
the sufferauce of, tho occupier. I submit that that is contrary to all ‘priuciplas 
of law. 

The motion being put the Council divided :— 























Ayes 3. Noes 9. 
Fhe Hon. ‘Pr. Gooroo Dass Banerjeo. The Ton. WH. Pratt. 
Phe Hon. Dr. Mahendra Dall Sirear. ‘Khe Hou. O, LL. Moore, 


Tho Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mittor. Tho Lon. Moulvio Abdul Jubbar. 
Vho Hon Sir Alfred Gro‘t, 
‘Tho dion Sir Uenry Larrison, 
he Hon 'T. 2. Allen. 
The Hon. ©. P. L. Macaulay, 
‘The on, HJ. Roy molds. 
His Liononr the Presidout, 





So the Motion was negatived. 


The ‘Hox. Siz Huney Iareison moved that, in line 8 of section 302, 
the word “liquid” bo omitted. . Py nek 

He said:—The expression used in this sectiou is ‘“offonsive liquid mattor, ” 
but “affensive matter” is so defined as to include liquids: thorefure the word 
“liquid” should be omitted. 7 

‘The motion was put to the vote and carried. 3 

q 3 2 t thi d of tic 
ta he, Bos. Sm Ber Hazeison moved that, at the en section 3U7,*the 


‘ala iagpitcty the eos” 








may.dlosnse the premises, aud the expenses thereby incurred 
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He said: —What is most desirable is that the premises shall be cleansetl, 
and hitherto wo have always acted on that principle, and the bill has been 
paid. In one case, however, payment was refused. We thought wo should be 
able t recover the coxt, but the Law Committce considered that we could not 
recover, as the provision of the existing Act did not anthoriso tho doing of the 
work, 

‘The motion was put to the vote and carried. 


The Hox, Banu Kaur Narn M 
the following words be omitted :— 


“ And until ao the Commissioners may retain possession of the land or tank or 
the site of such tank, and utilise the same for public purposes,” 


% moved that, in clause 2 of section315, 














‘He said :—The effect of this amendment wili be that the scetion will end at 
the words “and tho expenses thereby incurred shall be paid by the owner.” In 
the course of my experience I have come xeross very many cases where owners 
have raised objections to the quantity and quality of the work and haye 
rofused to pay the bill, and in many cases the Commissioners have not thought 
fit to zo to court to reulise the cost, because it was considered that the issue 
would be a very doubtful ono. ‘They have all the powers it is possible to confer 
upon them for realising their dues, and in addition to that to propose that the 
property improved by’ them should be retained by them until the amount is paid 
is an innoyation not warranted in Jaw. In such matters the Commissiovers 
should not be placed in any higher position thn that of any other persons who 
are called upento make improvements orto execute works. Only a particular 
class of persons is allowed to retain possession of property of a particular nature 
as seeurity for charges payable to them. With that’ exception all persons 
have to reecver their dues by suit before the ordinary tribunals. My hon. friend 
knows that there is considerable difficulty in real. + the cost of such improve- 
ments owing to various objections raised from time to time, and in man es 
the objection is that the work is not properly done. or that the amount. cara 
is excessive; and it would be a hardshiy. when the cliim is disputed, for the 
Commissioners to keep possession of the property until the dispute is settled,—it 
may be in six monthsor inayeur, The Commissioners are not to pay for the 
property, bat they may hold it in possession till the amount they claim’ js paid. 
‘Lhere is no provision for compensation if the demand is found to be inequitable. 
[tis an innoystion in the law for the Commissioners to keep possession of 
the property improved by them. aad to retain possession until their bill is paid, 
without king compensation to the person whose property has beeu retained 
There is such a thing 18 an usufruct mortwage, where the person who holds 
the property realises the income, and applies the mecome to the reduction of 
the debt. Bat here the debt remains the same, and there is no provision for 
damages. I submit, therefore, thut there is no authority for the provision whieh 
it is the object of my amendment to omit. 


The Hon. Sik Henry Harrison said :—I quite admit that this is a clause 
which it is perfectly justifiable tp criticise. but the reasons are sufficiently 
strong to justify the retention of this clause as perfectly equitable. At presont 
we doa great deal of work in the way of tank-filling, and we shall have to do 
much more afterwards in the Suburbs. For the past seven or eight ycars the 
expenditure on this account has averaged Rs, 10,000 a yoar and our recoveries 
Rs. 5,000; therefore the general rate-payers have contributed one-half, the 
reason being that it is extremely difficult in many cases to recover the amount 
spont. One source of difficulty isthat when tho Bil! is presented the owner 
pleads poverty, because the charge is considyrable, but the enhancement in the 
value of the ‘property far exceeds the cost. ‘Then, in a vory largo number of 
cases, there are joint-owners; somo say they had no notice and were not 
called upon to do the work; in other cases the owner sells the tank, and the 
new owner says he is not liable. In other cases, again, wo cannot find any 
moveable property to attach, and for theso and other reasons we reouver only 
about half. By this provision you put your finger precisely on tho difficult: 
antLremove it. Wo do not want to make any profit out of the land, but i will 
be éxeeodingly advantagoons if we can retain it for a time. What’ ougtt: to be 
done to make the improvement complete is not done. The site should be planted - 
with grass or trees as far as possible to take away the evil effents of te matter 
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with which it is filled up. ‘All the MHealth Officers of tho Corporation, from Dr. 
McLeod downwards, say that that onght to be done. Next you want to keep 
‘it as an open space; you do uot want huts built upon it, which at present we 
have no power to prevent. If these sites are left m our hands for som’ time, 
the effect will bo extremely good, and I can xeo nothing unjust in it. ‘The 
costs wo are in all es entitled to obtain, and the owner will have the same 
opportunity of challenging the bill. The operation of the provision will be 
very beneficial. It will not only do away with a large nanber of excuses, but 
it Will enable us to keep the sites for the benefit of the publte as open sites for 
a much longer period than they are so kept at present It is a power which 
will be put in the hands of « public body, because it will be uscd for the public 
advantage. 






























The How. Banu Kart Nati Mirren said in reply :—My hon. friewd has 
omitted to refer to the cases where the parties have challenged the Cc 
to sue for the recovery of tito expenses incurred. In many cases exorbitunt 
demands have been made, and when disputed no steps have been taken for 
recovery. ‘These are not the cases of poor people, and therefore the cost could 
easily be recovered if fair and just, Why should the Commissioners be allowed 
to retain the property? I submit that the reasons assigned hy my lon. friend 
have no bearing on the subject. One of those reavons is that huts may not be. 
erected upon the site for a certain tine. The Commissioners have ample po 








Minissiovers 
































o 
to prevent cither huts or houses being built upon the site. Is there any justice 
or equity in allowing th oumnissioners to retain possession of the property 





without paying: for the us 
taken by ‘the owner 
Le an aggravated inj 


Poof if? Suppose the Court admitted the objection 
in such a cas-, would not the retention of the property 
% Adan who contracts to build a house for another 
person is not allowed to retain possession of it until he is paid for having built 
it. Here the Commissioners ean recover by distress and sale. Why, therefore, 
should this additional power be gi 
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Mis Honour v1 
hon. member in 
bound to 





stpent said :—It is for the Council to sty how far the 
eof the Gill has answered the objection which, Iam 












yory pe rho has shown conclusively that the 
course wh! ction propr lopt is a very convenient one for the 
Executive. ©, however, the provision appears 





soomuch opposed to our 
legal ideas of private rights that the Co: 


the question carefully before accepting it. aw my own part 1 
vote against the retention of these words in the scetion. 
he motion beug put tie Council divided :— 


ordinary 





ncil would do well to 















Ares 5. 

Tha Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerjee. Tho Ton. 

‘Phe Hon Dr. Mahendra Lal Sirear. The Lon. 

Phe Hon Babu Kali Nati Mittor. Tho Hen. Sir Alfred ¢ 










The Hon, Moulvie Abdul Juusbar. | Plo How Sir Menry L 
His Houvur ihe President. The Moa. LP Alien 
Phe Hon, 
Pho Hou. 


So tho Motion was negatived. 


The Hon, Banu Karr Nato Mirrer moved that section 319 be omitted. 

Bo said:—This section authorises « Magistrate, on the application of the 
Commissioners, to declare any building to be unfit for human hubitation and, to 
prohibit its useassuch ‘This is another unheard-of power, and may operate 
very prejudicially, expecially in the case of the dwellings of joint-lindu 
families. What is the owner to do with a building which has been condemned 
inthis way? Why should not tie Commissioners acquire it? ‘The value of 
the property is gone. 1 challonge my hon. friend to show 2 house built within 
the at few yeurs which is unfit for human jabitation: hovses built in the 
antediluvian’ period might he condemned, but not those now Luilt. ‘The 
gondgmnation or otherwise of a house will depend very much upofi the 

fagixtraté before whom tho case is brought. If he is a would-be sanXarian, 
she will most probably condemn it; but if the matter eomes before a person 
‘who’ judge on ‘principles of common sense, the result will be different. 
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What inconvenience has been felt from the want of such a provision? Has a 
‘single caso occurred within the experience of my hon. friend where he 
oonsiders an order of this kind ought to have been obtuined ? I have been a, 
Municipal Commissionor sinco the introduction of the elective system, and 
I have never yet heard of such a cass having been brought to the notice of 
the Corporation. L submit thereforo thnt there is no necessity for such a provi- 
sion of law, and that there isno authority for it. 


The Ilon., De. Goonoo Dass Baversmn xaid:—T support this amendment, 
as it is one of which | myself give notice, and my reuson is shortly this. We 
ean understand that the law should interfere to prohibit one nan from using 
his property in such a manner as to be injurious to his meighbours. But the 
Tight of interfering with a man's use of property to prevent his injuring, not 
anybody else, but himself is a right, the exercise of which should be restricted 
to the very narrow limits. It is only in very extreme cases that such a 
power should be conferred, and [submit that no case has been made out for 
conferring on a Magistrate the power to probibit » man from dwelling in bis 
own house. It is true that the Health Officer of the Corporation may bea loarned 
export in the science of sanitation, und it may be true that its executive 
officers may be zealous in the ca of sanitation ; yet we ought to credit ordi- 
nary men with some degroc of emnmon sense and a knowledge of their own 
interests; and in the great majority of cases they arc better judges in that 
respect than the Municipal Commissioners or 1 Magistrate. 












































The Tox. Dr. Mauennra Lat Sircar said :—With all my love of sanitation 
I cannot allow this section to pass us it is without clear and definite rules being 
laid down in what respect a house may be considered to be unfit for human 
habitation. We may leave it to the discretion of the Cominissioners and the 
judgment of a Magistrate, provided we lay down the conditions under which a 
House may he held to he untit for habitation, but unless you do. that you arm 
the Commissioners and the Magistrate with a power which might be exercised 
most arbitrarily to the great injury and annoyanco of the occupiers of houses. 











The Wow. Sir Tenry Hansson said :—I caurot admit that there is any- 
thing to commend this amenduwent to the Council. Altiough this power may 
be unknown in Calcutta, it hus been exercised in Bombay for a long time 
without complaint, nor is there any proposal to give it up. “It has been pointed 
out that we may eredit. ordinary men with a due sense of their own interests. 
But this power is not wauted to deal with ordinary cases, but with such cases 
as that in whicn somebody is trying to make somebody ‘elso live in a house 
which is unfit for human habitation, and it is a power “which is necessary in 
the interests of the public. How can the power ho excrcixed arbitrarily? ‘The 
Commission do nor claim the power for themsclyes. They ask to be per- 
mitted to bring evidence which will satisfy a Magistrate. First the Commis- 
sioners iiust put the Low in motion, and then they must satisfy an independent 
tribunal. It is wll very well tw talk of the necessity of making progress in local 
self-government. 11 is an exporiment which has been tried in Caleutta for the 
last twelve ycars, undif you wish co induce the Government to trust the 
Commissioners further, is not this exictly the sort of extension of power you 
ought to expect? This scction gives the Exccutive on behalf of the Commis- 
sioners the power of action, but the Corporation has full control over the 
Exceutive; and yet those who want the principles of local self-government to 
be advanced protest against their being entrusted with this power. I say 
that this and some other provisions of the Bill conferring extended powers 
on the Commissioners are the necossary result of the oxperiment of local.self- 
Government having been tried and been found successful, and I cannot con- 
ceive any valid objection to a provision which is so safeguarded. 


Tho How. Banu Karr Narn Mrrrx said in reply :—I1 wholly fail to see what 
the principles of local self-government huye to do with this discussion. My hon. 
friend say’ this ix nm extension of the privilegos conferred upon the Curpora- 
tion, and yet it is objected to. Ho of course looks at the matter from’ his 
own point of view, but from my point of view Iocal self-government ‘mean ‘a 
very different thing from placing a power of this kind in the handgof the 
Commissioners. The Proper extemsion of the principles of local self-government 
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would be to confer: greater privileges on the rate-payers, and not to 
intervene larger powers between the Commissioners and the rato-payers. I 
absolutely fail to seo how local self-government has anything to do with this 
question. Ihave asked my hon. friend to point out a simgle caso where the 
necossity for such a power has been shewn, but he has not done so, and there- 
fore I am justified in assuming thet he is not ina position to do so. ‘Then in 
the name of common sense L ask how is it possible that in the future any 
building will be erected which will he unfit. for human habjtation ? If such ‘a 
building is constructed in the future, the Exceutive of the Cotporation will be 
responsible, for ample powers have been given to regulate the construction both 
of houses and huts, The only cases in regard to which it could have been 
possible to claim such a power are in respect of builuings ily existing, and 
as no such case has ever been brought to notice, Tim justified in saying that 
there can be no uccessity for it in the future, unless the necessity should arise 
from the culpable negligence of the Commissioner: 























The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerae 1:—The remarks of the hon. 
member in charge of the Bill go to show that he has a very bad case. In fact 
he gave up the case he had to support and tried to support a very different 
case. Ifo says the powor is wanted for extraordinary: cases, for cases where the 
house ix inhabited not hy the owner, but by tenants. [fis Honour the Presi- 
dent—I did not understand the hon. member to say anything of the kind.] 
(Tho Hon Sir Henry ILurvison—J said that generally it) wouid be applied to 
such cuses.] J understood im to give that as an instance in which the power 
would be exercised. ‘Then he brought in support of this provision the exte 
sion of the p! leges of local self zovernment. But the section before the 
Couneil confers no privilezes on the Corporation as a representative body. 
If the section conferred this power only on the Commissioners in mocting, then 
the hon. member's argument only would be pertinent. If that concession ir 
made, it may take off a good deal of the objections to this section. 

The motion being put the Council divided :— 









































Noes 8. 


The Hon. Dr. Goorao Dass Banerjoa The Ton, TE. Pratt. 
‘the Hon. Dy. M lra Led Sirea he Mon. ©. 1. Moore. 


Ayes 4. | 
The Hon. Babu Kuli Nath Mitter. The (ou, Sir Alfred Croft, 















‘Tho Hon, Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. The Hou. Sir Henry Harr 
Whe Lon. TE Allon, 
Vho Hon. C. PB. T,. Macaulay. 
The Hon. LL. Reynolds. 
Mis Honour tho President. 





ison. 





So the Motion was negatived. 


Tho How. Banu Kati Narn Mrvrer moved that section 320 be omitted. 

He said:—In addition to the reasons which T have mentioned against the 
retention of section 319 of the Bill, au additional ground of objection against 
this section is the system which prevails hero of all the members of a joint 
fumily living together. The Commissioners, for instance, may suy that three 
persons only should reside in a particular house, when as a fact five persons are 
living in it} and that being so, 1 submit that this section ought to be struck out. 

















The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banenser said :—I shall support this amendments 
and 1 have in fact given notice of a similar motion; and I ask permission to 
move also in connection with it that, in the event of this motion boing lost, 
the words “let out? be substituted for the word “used” in line 3 of the first 
Paragraph. of the section. This I movo as an alternative amendment. 

q 





uite admit that this section has been inserted in the Bil for a very 
exoellent object, but considering ail things I feel bound cmphatieally to protest 
against the retention of this section in the Bill. As L submit, this interference 
by legislation with private rignts of property is rot only unnecessary and 
Urclesa, "but is positively mischievous. It will be observed that the scope ot 
seo'i0n- is-nut limited to the case of lodging-houxes, or to cas-s where there 

is a'sonfliat.of imterest, where it is tho interest of the owner to let in ax 
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many tenants as he can whilst their intorest lics in tho opposite direction, and 
whore legisiative interference may be thought necessary asa chvck on improper 
overcrowding. The section equally applies to houses occupied by their owners. 
But in theso casos I submit self interest is a auflivient protection. And if never- 
theless houses occupied by their owners aro found to be overcrowded, it is not 
because thy do not know th» disidvantages of overcrowding, but because they 
have not the meaus to avoid it. Lhe seciion makes no provision for housing 
poor feople who may be turned out of their houses under its operation.” Is 
there any chapter of the Bill which enacts any workable system of poor laty? 
When we caunot provide the real remedy, there is no good to interfere, because 
interference will only result in mis-hief, and people will be driven from bad to 
worse—from imperfect shelter to no shelter at all, Then there is another 
difficulty in the matter, even us regards those who are allowed to remain in the 
house after some inmates are turned out. Those who are Hindus -will be 
placed under this disadvantage. Their law imposes on thom the obligation of 
maintaining and providir mmmodation for poor dependent members of the 
family, and the result will be that they will have to pay more for the main- 
tenance and housing of those who have boen turned out than when the whole 
of them wero living together as a joint-family. Thus the little additional space 
which may be set free for the remaining immates wili have to be purchased at 
the cost of diminished means of living, for, ex hypothesi, the section will operate 
in this way only in the case of poor fumilics. Then add to this the vexation, 
annoyance and irritation caused by the interference of the officers of the 
Municipality in carrying out the provisions of this section. I have only noticed 
some of the evils which will arise from the enforcement of this section. I do 
not think I have given any exaggerated picture at all, bat should any.hon, 
member think it to be exaggerated, I venture to say that, it is only because 
unfortunately for the majority of the uatives his Lnowladge of them and of 
the conditions of their society is limited. 1 therefore earnestly beg of the 
Council not to allow this. fiom to prss into law, for the simple reason thas the 
remedy provided for it will prove infinitely worse than the disease. 


Tho Hox Sir Teusxy Harrison said:—This section speaks so clearly 
for itself, that I do not think it nec inything more on the subject. 
The section is taken frown the Bom 1 the Bombay Jaw is taken from 
the English Jaw, and I cannot see why thero should be pnything so peculiar in 
Calcutta, that what is acknowle]ged everywhere clse “to be an oxcellent 
provision should be considered here to be so great a hardship. It is a provision 
which will be rarely worked, but should a occur where overcrowding is 
carried on to such a great extent as actually to lead-to the apprehension of an 
outbreak of any epidemic disease, it seems to me that the municipality is the 
proper authority to be invested with power of this nature. 






























































The Tloy. Banu Kart Naru Mrrrer said in reply :—My hon. friend again 
brings in the Bombay law in support of the bill, but he should remember that in 
Bombay there is ne such thing as a joint-family, nor does such a system prevail 
in English towns, and it is idle to ignore a system which has taken deep root 
in this country. The system exists and legislation should be directed to exist- 
ing conditions and not to the subversion of them. If the section is intended 
to apply to the overcrowding of houses let to tenants, such as lodging-houses, 
let that be made clear. [Bis llonour the President—It is so intended.] 
Lam quite willing to leave the decision of the question to any lawyer, whother 
it is limited in its application to lodging-houses. ‘The wording docs not so 
restrict it, for the section runs thus :— 

“ Lf it shall appear to the Commissioners that any building used as a dwelling-houso is 
80 overcrowded as to eudanger tho health of the immates thereof, they may apply to a 
Magistrate to prevent such overcrowding, and the Magistrate may “ * ° *  requifo: 
owner of tho building * © * * to abate tho overcrowding thereof by reducing the 
number of lodgers, tonantsor other inmates of the said building.” 














+The words “inmates” will include owners living in their own houses 

withttheir familics, If the intention is to limit the operation of the section to 

lodging Houses, why is it worded ao as to.include persons living in thhir own 
jouses ? ‘gee s 
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His Honour rie Prestnenr said :—I never for a moment implied that the 
section could not be applied outside of Iodging-houses, but I referred to the 
wording of the section that the Mayistrate’s order is to abate the overcrowding 

yy reducing the number of lodgers, tenants, or inmates us giving the clear 

intention of the section. Both the native members who have addressed the 
Council have spoken of this section as if it was intended to apply to themselves 
and their friends and tho middle classes of the native population. Hf the 
hon. members knew the history of this provision, and whut is done under it in 
other pluces, they would not finve spoken as they have done., It ix intended to 
apply to what ‘are called rabbit warrens and overcrowded todying-houses, 
horses of ill-fame, and the like. Lf you adopt the Hen. Dr. Gooroo Dass 
Banerjoe’s amendment, and make the section apply only to houses let out to 
tenants, the owner may live in such a house himself ay it is not lot out. 
You must have a larger section, although I quite admit that by an ingenious 
perversity the section may be brought to apply to the hon. memliers. them. 
selves. Suppose tho Executive of the Corporation had no comn.on sense and 
no fear of the Commissioners themselves before their eyes, and the Magistrate 
was equally devoid of common sense, then perhaps what the hou. members 
apprehend may happ T do not mean to say that by an ingenious perversity 
that may not be done. By ingen ous hypereriticism you can always find out 
extreme cases to which a law is not intended to apply, and in that” way every 
law can be made to look ridieulous or incompatible with the welfare of some 
one in the country. But L cannot conceive, if the object and intention of the 
section are understood, that there should be any reasonable opposition to it. 
I cannot help thinking that the opposition is based on a misunderstanding of 
the real meaning and object of the section. 



































The Ton. Basu Kawi Naru Mrrrer’s motion to omit section 220 was put 
to the vote and nogatived. 

The Hon. Dr. Gookoo Dass Banensne’s motion to substitute “let out” for 
“yse” in line 3 of the first paragraph of the same section was also put to 
the vote and negatived. 

‘Tho consideration of the further clauses of the Bill was postponed till the 
next sitting of the Coun 

‘The Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 28th April, 1888, at 11 a. m. 


WILLIAM GRAHAM, 


Carcurra ; For Asst. Secy. to the Qovt, of Bengat, 
The \0th May, 1888. Legislative Department, 
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Abstract of the Procetiings of the Council of the Lioutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


assembled for the purpose of making Lawa and Regulations under the provistons 
of the Act of Parliament 24 and 25 Vic., Cap. 67. 


Tae Council met at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 28th April, 
1888, at 11 a.at. a 





Present: 


The Hon. Sim Srrvarr Corvin Bayery, x.c8.1., C1.8., Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon. G. (. Pat, -Advocate- Generat. 

The Hon. H. J. Kevnoups, ¢.8 1. 

The How. C. P. L. Macauray, care. 

‘Pho Hon. ‘T. Tl. Aven. 

The Hox, Sik Husry Harursox, xr. 

The Hon, Snz ALFRED CKor?, K.e.t 

The Hox Moutyie Avpur Jonna. 

The Hox, Banu Kart Navic Mirren. 

The Hoy. Dr. Manexpna Lan Sincar, ¢ 1, 

Tho How. C. H. Moore. 

The Hox, Dr. Goonoo Dass Bansrann, 

The Hoy. H. Pratt, 




















CALCUTTA AND SUBURBAN MUNICIPALITIES AMALGAMATION 
BILL. 


The Hon. Str Wexry Harrison moved that the clauses of the Bill to con- 
solidate and amend the Law relating to the municipal affairs of tno ‘Town and 
Suburbs of Calcutta, as further amended, be further considered for settlement 
in the form recommended by the Scleet Committee. 

‘The motion was put tothe vote and carried. 


The Wow. Banu Kati Naru Mirren moved that section 824 be omitted. 
He suid:—This section has met with serious opposition from various quarters. 
The public memorialists have, 1 believe, tuken serious exception to it, and the 
members of the British Indian Association have also done so, and on behalf 
of the Hindu community I also take exception to it ‘The effect of a section 
of this sort may be—I do not for 2 moment say it will be—the removal of a 
Hindu from his place of abode to a hospital superintended by other than 
Hindus. It will certainly interfere with the religion of the sufferer, and I do 
pot think it was ever intended that by tho municipal law the religious feelings 
of persons xhould be wounded in the manner contemplated by this section. 
As regards futuro habitations in Calcutta, the Commissioners under this law 
will have ample powers, and it will be impossible for any habitation to be 
constructed which would be unfit for habitation. They can object to any 
proposed building on the ground of the want of yontilation or open spaces and 
the like, because ample provision has beon made for regulating the construction 
of buildings, whether masonry or otherwise. That being so, the danger 
contemplated by this section is ‘of the remotest character and is not likely. to 
happen. ‘Thoreforo, under these circumstances, it will be a mistake to. alarm 
the people by introducing a section like this, which in most cases will remain 
a dead-letter, but which may in some cases, whore people are not able to restit 
ig operation, prove a great berdabip. As far as well-todo persons am 
Incerned, the Uommissioners will not be able to enforee the provision of ithia. 
section : they can only be enforced in the case of poor persons who a 
afford to defend themselves. As I have pointed out, the Commissioners’ 
have,tho fullest power to rigulate the construction, of saidings, at : 
of any, such buildings existing in Cale will-be as rémote. as one can $b 
I therefore move the omission of the sesion,’ 
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The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banersex said :—I will support this motion af it 
is in fact also one of my own, and I ask leave to movo as an alternative amend- 
ment that, in the event of this motion not being carried, the following proviso 
be added to the section :—“ Provided that such person gives his consent to such 
remoyal.” There is no doubt that the section hus beon framed for a most 
salutary purpose, but at the sume timo it seems clear that its enforcement, 
espocially under tho peculiar circumstances of this country, is likely to be 
attended with difficulty. In the case of one large section of the community,—the 
Hindus—of whom I venture to think I know something, its provisions willin many 
instances be attended with violence to their religious feclings. , We all know of 
instances where an orthodox Hindu would rather die from want of medical treat: 
ntent than go to ahospital. Considering all things, therefore, I submit. that this 
section should cither be omitted, or it should bo modified in the way indi 
in my alternative amendment. I do not say this from any porverse spi 
hypereriticism, as I myself huve the strongest dislike for any spiri 
do I think ‘ono nced be driven to a spirit of perverse hypercriticism, seeing that 
this Bill has so many features affording ground for very fair adverse criticism, 
sufficient to satisfy the mostactive eritical propensity. “And if I raisc my fechle 
opposition to this’ section it is because, inmy humble opinion, I think uctive 
compulsory interference with private rights ought to bo confined to cases of 
extromo necessity, and also because, from my limited exporionce of men and 
things, I think that interference of this nature is often likely to lead to more 
harm than good. I therefore submit that if the Council is ndt prepared to omit 
thie sation altogothor, at any rata they may allow it to be modified in the way 
T suggest. 




















‘The Hon. Sir Henry Hanson said:—I think the truce object of this 
section has not been understood, because if it is modified in the way  pro- 
posed, then, in the case of opposition on tho part of the person affected 
with any such dangerous disease, the provision will be almost inoperative 
Tho parallel provision in the Bombay Jaw has been in foree since 187 
and has been reproduced in the present Bill. Owing to opposition to this sec: 
tion in Select Committec, wo introduced the words “ mulo person,” so as not to 
make the section apply to females, and thon we confingd its operation to por- 
xons who are “ without propor lodging or accommodation. Tow van the control, 
which the Commissioners will have over the construction of buildings, have 
anything to do with the fact that persons who may come to work in Culcutta 
without their families may be so situated in thy midst of other persons that their 
suffering from a dangerous epidemic diseaso will be extremely dangcrons to 
other persons in the house and to the community at large? ‘This power is always 
given in towns in England, and no objection has ever been tuken to it. Lt is one 
of those cases in which the community at large is entitled to require the 
individual to sacrifice some portion of nis rights for the public good Should 
any person be allowed to claim the privilege of becoming a focus of epidemic 
disease ? All that the section does is to require his removal to hospital. 
In Select Committee there was a strong eling that if wo made this 
‘concession it would practicu!ly nullify its offect. That was tho opinion of tho 
Health Officer, who expressed himself extromely disappointed with the suction 
as it stands. It is a provision which would very rarely be put in force, and 
when it is put in forco it will be in very urgent circumstances indeed. 
Conceive the case of a dhobie attacked with small-pox who remains in his 

jouse_whero others in his family are engaged in washing clothes. Can any- 
ing be more dangerous? Under these circumstances I think the section 
ought to stand, and that both the amendments ought +o bo rejected. 


The Hon. Dr. Mauenpra Lav Stacar said :—This section contemplates the 
case of only those persons who arc without proper lodging or accommodation ; 
therefore, 1 do not see what possible objection there is to it. As regards the 
amendment of my hon. friond Dr. Gooroo Dass Banorjee, a person suffering 
from a dangerous opidemic disease may be incapable of giving his consoat-b 
loss of mind, and therefore it will be impossible to get his consent. I thin! 
it much better that a person who is without proper lodging or accomodation 

be taken care of and treated in hospital, than that he shopld rémain 
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‘vithout proper onre:and treatment. I am sorry that, though a Hindu, I cannot 
support eithor of these amendments. fi 


Tho Hon. Banu Kaui Nav Mrrrer said in repl. There is one portion of, 
the argument of the hon. member in charge of the bill, wherein he said he found‘ 
it diffteult to understand how the fact of the Commissioners having control 
ovor the construction of buildings had anything to do with this section, which L 
have not been able to follow. 1f houses and huts are so cunstructed as to afford 
proper accommodation and ventilation, there can be no house or hut in regard to 
whicd it can be sajd that it does not afford proper accommodation or lodging. 
The section doés not provide that every, penn who is suffering from a dangerous 
epidemic or infectious diseaso shall be removed to hospital, but that oaly 
persons who are so suffering and ure without proper lodging or accommo- 
dation. ‘Therefore my argument that the Commissioners have control 
over .the coustruction of buildings and huts is material to the point at 
issue. I regret that my hon. friend opposite, though a Hindu, daos not see 
any objection to the’ provisions of this section. Probably it ix so, owing to 
the profession to which he belongs, but in this respect. 1 am pasitive that he 
docs not represent the Hindu sentiment; but Land my hon. friend opposite 
(Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerjee do undertake to represent that sentiment. I will 
remind the hon. member in charge of the Lill that when this, provision in 
its enlarged form was first introduced against my most strenuous opposition, 
he was pleased to say that the soction would remain tentatively in the Bill, but 
if he found that the other Hindu incmbers of the Council were opposed to 
it he would not insist on the section remaining. Since the Bill was referred 
back to the Select Committee, various representations from several public 
bodies had been received, and no doubt, having regard to those represent- 
ations and to my objections, its operation was limited to tle case of male persons, 
and the section was modified in other respects. ‘That I freely admit; but at the 
same time I do not seo any necessity for the section. 


The Hon. Banu Kart Nati Mrvrur’s motion being put, the Council 
divided : 






































Ayeag. Noen 11. 
The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerjee. ‘Tho Hon. IT. Pratt. 
The Hon, Babu Kali Nath Mitter. The Hon. C. H. Mooro. 


The Hon Dr. Mahendra Lal Sirear. 
The Hon. Moulvie Abdul Jubbar. 
The Hon. Sir Alfred Croft. 

‘The Mon. Sir Henry Larrison. 

The Hon T, T, Allen. 

‘The Hon. C. P Le Macaulay. 

Tho Mon. H. J. Roynolds. 

The Hon. the Advocate-General. 
His Honour the President. 


So the motion was negatived. 


Tue Ilor. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerszr then, by leave, withdrew his amend- 
ment to add the following proviso to the section :—“ Provided that such person 
gives his consent to such removal.” 


The Hon. Banu Katt Natu Mirrer moved that section 326 be omitted. 

He said :—This section provides for the cleansing or disinfecting of a build- 
ingita proventorcheck the spread of any dangorcus Gidessa. Probahty tan yokes 
hence, when sanitary science is better understood by the people, a section like 
this may with propriety be introduced ; the people wil by that time have 
learned the principles of sanitary science ; but at present a provision of this 
kind will be viewed with alarm, and the utility of it to my mind is 
extremely doubtful. : 4 

‘The Hoy. Sin Henry Harrison gaid:—We have got within measurable 
distance of the time when, in the opinion of my hon. friend, a provision:pf this 
sort will be admissible ; but Iam inclined to hope that if the Council: adopte 
it new, that period of time will be shortened a» little, and. that, nine years 
hence no objection will be seen to it. 1 admit that all the provisboneat ‘this 
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section will:be very slowly put-into application. This is another section taken‘ 
from the Bombay Bill. ‘Ihere it has been in force for the last sixteen yoars, and 
they do not wish to postpone it for another ten years. Should thore be any 
glace which, from want of cleansing or disinfection, might prove dangerous by 
the prop’ ration of disease, there can be little doubt that a power of thisekind 
should be lott in the hands of the Corporation. 


The Hon. Banu Katt Nara Mrrrer said in reply :—'Thero is nothing in the 
soction,to indicate the circumstances the existence of which will constitute the 
danger. ‘Tho Commissioners are simply to judge on tho certifiqate of the Health 
Officor ; and, knowing us we do the propensitics of Health Officer’, there will bo 
great danger of the section being put into operation without real necessity. 






Tho Hon. Dr. Manenpra Lat Sircar said:—To guard against the certifi- 
cate of the Health Officer being givon on the report of his subordinates, whoso 
opinion muy-not always be pericetly correct, L will, with the permission of the 
Council, move us an amondment that the words ‘after personal inspection” be 
inserted after “ Health Officer” in line 2 of the section. 1 do not see that 
there can be any objection to the addition of these words. 








The Hoy. Mr Macautay said :—I really think we ought to assume that 
the Health Officer will not give his certificate without good grounds. He vill 
not give it unless he is satisfied Ut the provision ought to be put in force in a 
particular cuse. 





The Tox. Sir Henry Ilarrison said:—I have no particular objection to 
this amendment, but I feol, us my hon. friond Mr. Macaulay does, that the cer- 
tifieate of the Health Officer will only be given in cases in which he sees suffi- 
cient grounds. Suppose, for instance, that two leading practitioners in the town 
have visited tho houso of a person suffering from un infectious disease, and they 
report that the disinfection of the house is nocossary to prevent the spread of 
the infection, the Health Officer may, under such circumstances, feel himself 
relieved from the necessity of inspecting the premises. Otherwise ho would be 
bound to satisfy himsolf. 





The Ilox. rue Apvocare-GeneraL said:—The Health Officer will be the 
person responsible for the cortificate, and it may be left to him to do what is 
proper. 


Tho Hon. De. Mauenpra Lat Siecar said in reply:—I would not hive 
proposed this amendment had not I known that duties of this kind are often 
perfuncrorily performed. I have no objection to add the words “or after 
receiving the certificate of two qualified medical officers.” 


» — This onour rar Presipenr suid :—I cannot allow this further amendment 
without notice. 


The Hon, Mr. Auten said :--I do not think tho personal inspection of the 
Health Officer should be 2 necessary condition, Suppose ten persons in a house 
died from smali-pox, and every one who goes into it takes tho disease, will not 
such a state of things ascertained from his reports justify tho Health Officer's 
certificate? What can personal inspoction add to his knowledge? Discuse 
germs are not visible to human eyes. The house is full of them: the angel of 

leath is sitting in that house and strikes every one who enters. The Health 
Officer by going there may himself be struck, but otherwise personal inspection 
will tell! him nothing. 1 consider therefore that no such rostriction should 
be introduced into the section. The circumstances which come to the know- 
ledge of the Health Officer in his ordinary report will be quite sufliciont to 
enable him to determine whether or not he should give his certificate. 


The Hon. Bano Katx Nats Mirrenr’s motion to omit section 325 was put 

to the vote and negatived. 
Lhe Hoy. De, Manenpra Lat Sircar’s motion to insert the words “ after 
Personal. inspection” in lino 2 after.tho words “ Health Officer,” was also put 
texthe vote. and negatived. 
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The Hoy. Baso Kaur Nara Mirrer moved that, in line 1 of clause 2 of 
section 326, for the word “‘ may” the word ‘‘ shall” be substituted ; and that ail 
the words from ‘ but” to the end of the section, be omitted. 

He said :—he object of this amendment is to make it compulsory on the 
Contmissioners to pay compensation for the destruction of a hut under this seg- 
tion. Ifa hut is destroyed for the public benefit, I think the public should pa: 
for it. Wo are here dealing with hut-owners who are generally men of bumble 
means. The destruction of his hut may be a serious matter to him, and if it 
is destroyed for tho public benefit, compensation should be paid, and not be 
left optional with the Commissioners. s 

The Hoy. Dx. Gooroo Dass Baxersex said :—The amendment in myname 
in rogard to this scction is substantially the sane, and is made for precisely the 
same reasons as my hon. friend has advanced. It. is vhis—that for the second 
paragraph of section 326 the following bo substituted :— 

“The Commissioners shall pay compensation to any person sustaining substantial 
damage by the destruction of auy hut.” 

Tho Tox. Sir Henny Harrison said:—This is a reasonable suggestion» 
nevertheless I submit that on the whole the weight of argument is against it 
The section is exactly the same as inthe Bombay Bull, that compensation 
may be given if the Corporation thinks fit. Would it never happen that 
“the loss sustained by the individual was due to his own laches, und that in 
such a caso it would not be justifiable for the Commissioncrs to give compen- 
sation ? The tribunal which is mado the judge will be a mest lerient tribunul 
the remarks which have been made by the hon. movors of the amendment will 
show how lenient the tribunal would be, and the cases in which compensation 
would not be given would be exceptionally bad. 


The Hox. Banu Katt Naru Mirrer’s motion being put, the Council 
divided :— 








Ayes 6. Noes 1. 
‘The Ton. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerjoo. The Hon. H. Pratt. 
The Hou. Dr, Mahendra Lal Siroar. The Tou, C. H. Moore. 
‘The Ion. Babu Kali Nath Mitter. The Hon. Moulvie Abdul Jubbar, 
Lhe Hon. C. P. L. Macaulay. The Hon. Bir Alfred Croft, 
"Lhe Hon. the Advocate-General. ‘The Ion, Sir Henry Harrison. 
His Hon. tho President. The Ion. ‘T. T. Allon. 


The Hon. H. J. Reynolds. 
So the motion was negatived. 
The Hon. Dx. Gooroo Dass BanensEr’s motion was then, by leave, with- 


drawn. 

The Hoy. Banu Kaur Narn Mirrer moved that section 332 be omitted. 

He said :—'This section provides that no person shall let a building or part 
of a building in which a person has been suffering from cholera, small-pox, 
diphtheria or typhoid fever, without having first disinfected the building 
or part thereof, avd every article therein likely to retain infection, to the satis- 
faction of the Commissioners; not simply the room in which the disoase oc: 
curred, but the whole building or part of the building. There are some houses 
which arc Ict out in flats: that flat is not to be let out, and the Commissioners 
are to be judges of what is likely to retain infection. The words are so large 
that anything can be brought within the wording of the section. As I under- 
stand the section, it means that the building or any part thereof or any article 
therein likely to retain infection is to be disinfected, and the judges of what is 
likely to retain infection are to be the Commissionors. There are no qualifyin; 
words except those ientioned in the section. As soon as there is a case 0 
cholera in any building, it will be supposed that the building should be dis- 
infected, as it would be likely to retain infection, That will be the way in 
‘which this section will be worked. 7 

The Hon. Sm Henry Harrison said:—I read the section in just the 


opposite way from that in which my hon. friend does. The section is ber a 
from an English Act, and has been in force in Bombay since 1872.. It: is 
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intended to-mean thet if the tanger ties is any pert vf the building, that paitis 
<not-to, be let; if in thé whole building, the whole building is nota be let: It 
doés not mean that if cholera has occurred in one wing of a building, you #re 
imat to Jet out the other wing. Let us take the converse cose. Are we te say 

t @ person is with his eyes open to be allowed to let out the portion of a 
building in which he knows that a person has suffered from cholera or small-pox ? 
Is that the spirit in which senitary legislation is to be carried on ? 


The Hon. ras Avvooars-Genenat said :—The intention of this section is 
very ‘clear. 1 cannot understand objections of the sort, which have been 
raised to this and other cognate suctions. One would havo thought that 
Hindu sentiment would be in favour of strongthening all the purposes of 
sanitation.. We have on ono side an outery that the pcople labour under 
heavy taxation ; but hore there are small measures designed to improve the 
health of the town without any additional taxation, and yet a complaint ie 
preferred. -I must say that I can have no sympathy with such objections: they 
should be more thoroughly considered bofore they are brought forward. 


"The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dats Banensne said:—Iam bound to say that Hindu 
sentiment isin favour of having u building, in which a person has suffered 
from an infectious disease, disinfocted or purifiod in some manner or other 
before it is let out again for hubitation. 

The motion was put to the vote and negatived. 





The Hon. Basu Kant Natu Mrrter moved the omission of section £36, 
which provided penalty on the owner of any land who permits animals 
to be kept thereon for purposes of profit without a license 

He said:—I may at once say that I do not seek to enlist ‘the 
sympathy of the learned Advocate-General in its favour, I do not want to 
enlist the sympathy of any of my colleagues. I move the amendiaents 
which I think 1 am bound to move, and if 1 um mistaken it is my misfortune. 
But it is wrong to suppose that I try to ask tho sympathy of any hon. membor. 
In regard to this section, suppose “a landholder lets out five “cottuls of land 
toatenant. He does not know fur what purpose the land is wanted. The 
tenant having tuken the laud for, say, six or eight months, what control 
has tho landholder over the tenant as to the use to which the land will bo 
put ? If the tenant uses it in a way which is objectionable, the tenant is 
responsible. If he docs not make # proper use of the land, and injury is 
caused to the neighbours, the tenant alone is te blame. How can the land. 
holder, who has simply let out his land, remain responsible for animals being 
kopt upon it in contravention of the law? Tho way in wluch this section 
was understood in Committee was that if it is brought to the notice of the 
landholder that his land is being used in a purticulur way, unless he puts a 
stop to it he would be considered to be so using the land, ut it seems to 
me that she landholder would have no control as long as the tenant has a 
lease, 1f the landholder let his land for a cortain specified purpose, that 
“would be a different thing ; but the purpose to which the land will be applied 
js never contemplated when the land is lot. The person, having got a lease of 
the land, uses it as he thinks proper; if he puts the land to an improper use, he 
ig responsible, and not the landholder. 


The Hoy. Sm Hevry Hannrson said :—This is one of the alterations in the 
existing law of which the urgent necessity has been shown by six years’ 
ractical working. At present the owner lets out the land, und a goubsburee is 
fale upon it. ‘Tho tenunt is prosecuted for keeping it in an absolutely filthy 
condition, and is fined in a sum ranging from annas 4 to Rs. 10; ho pays the 
dine, but the goaladaree remains in the same condition, and ‘then wo have 
another prosecution. There is nothing more difficult in the municipal udininis- 
teation-‘than the endeavour to keep these goalubarees in a proper condition. 
There are some hundreds of prosecutions instituted annnally, resulting in 
ctnviction after conviction,iand the sole endeavour of tho offender is to pay the 
fine‘Which he tries to get made as small as possible, and he then hopes’ that 
Ee asper ‘be:troublod again for three or four months. ‘the only real remedy 
i ‘tiie ’owne: of the land responsible for the use to which his land is put. 
The Bhicet is’ to prevent a landhelder from letting his land for a coalabarce 
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unless. he is satisfied that the requirements of the law will be observed, ang’. 
when he does so let his land, he should be held responsiblo if it is kept in a 
filthy condition. : ‘ 

The Hon. THe ApvyocaTe-GENERAL said:I do not understand the disi 
cussion “which has arison on the construction of the word ‘ permits” in’ 
this section. Tho contention is that if the owner lets his land to another 
person, he ought not to be made responsible for what the tenant doos. 
Tho hon, member in charge of the Bill says it is in the powor of the 
landlord always to turn out the tenant. If a man lets his land for a cértain 
term, he cannot be said after that to permit ; he has no power over the land’or 
the tenant. If his tenant were a tenant-at-will, it would be different. A mgn 
cannot be said to permit the tenant to do something when he has no power to 
Prevent him, and I do not think it is intended to apply to a case of that sort. 

ut when the Jaudlord has the power to turn the tenant out and he permits, 
he is responsible. I can sce no possible objection to that. If the law requires 
that a license should be taken out for a place of this description, and the land-, 
lord knows the lund is to be used for that purposo without a license, why should 
he be allowed to assist any person to act in contravention of the law? The 
whole scope of the objection is to allow people to escape from the consequences 
of acts for which they ought to be liable. 


* The Hon. Basu Katt Narn Mirrsr said in reply :—If the view of the hon. 
and learned Advocate-General is correct—and I supposo it must be taken to be 
correct—then there is no objection to this section ; but the meaning which was 
given to it in Select Committee was very different, viz., that if the matter is 
brought to the notice of the landholder, and he stiil allows the same state of 
things to continue, he would be responsible. That is how the matter was 
understood in Committee. But if that is not the meaning, but the permission 
must be actual permission, I will not press the amendment. 

‘The motion was then, by Icave, withdrawn. 


The Tlon..Siz Henny Hannison moved that, in line 2 of section 848, for 
the words ‘“unregistercd placo ” the words ‘“ not registered under section two 
hundred and ninety-seven of Bengal Act LV of 1376” be substituted. 

He said :—‘Ihis is only a vorbal alteration, and provides fully for the object 
of the section. ‘The expression “ unregistered place ” is ambigdous. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. 


The Hoy. Sir Henry Hakrison moved that, in lines 2 and 3 of the second 
paragraph of section 349, fur the words “ or permits it to be used? the words 
“for any of the purposes mentioned in section three hundred and forty-six, 
or permits it to be so used ” be substituted. 

He said :—This is an amendmont of a similar kind. The penalty clause pro- 
vides that, whoever ufter the expiration of the time “uses such place or permits 
Xt tobe used.” This may be misunderstood. ‘There is no objections to the 
place being used, but itis not to be used for ono of the prohibited purposes, 
and the aniendment is to make that clear and, to prevent the possibility of mis- 


understanding. 
‘The motion was put to the vote and carried. 
The Hor. Basu Katt Nara Mirrer moved that clauses (2) to (¢) of section 
385 be omitted. 
He eaid:—Tho clauses ran thus : 
(a) Any premisos in such a state as to bo a nuisance or injurious to health: 
(0) Any tank, woll, ditch, gutter, watercourse, privy, urinal, cesspool, or drain s0 
foul or in such a tate as to be a nuisance or injurious to health : 
(0) Any animal so kept as to be a nuisance or injurious to health: 
(@) Any uccumulation or deposit which is a nuisauce or injurious to health : 
(¢) Any house or part of a house 20 overcrowded as to be dangerous or injurious 
to the health of the inmates, whether or not membora of the same family :”.. 
This is what the members of tho British Indian Association say on this 
section— a 
“ Looking to the extreme disparity b: tween the medern ideas: of European saniteri¢ne: 
about démestic errangements and those of the people of this count: if 
of this seltion caunot but prove an engive of oppression, or a di % 











SUPPLEMENT. TO RHE, CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 16,:1048. 1041 
—— 


donbtless be beneficial to-the Corporation by bringing in frequent fines under section 867°; 
but they, can do ao geod to the people at large, ‘The claunrs have been reproduced’ from on 
English Act, but they are totally uneuited for the condition of life in this e'ty. Even it 
England it has not been possible to enforce them to the full extent. ‘Take, for instance, the 
‘lease sbovt, overcrowding. The complaint in that respect ha« not yet been removed. In 
Caloutta it is impossible to remove it. When people congregate togetner in housch under 
circumstances which are not unavoidable, they may be well asked to dixperse to prevent the 
eit in the house becoming uoxious ; but when members of the same fumily ae compelled 
under the force of circumstances to live together, and have not more airy and better venti- 
lated quarters to go to, what are they todu? A poor man living inn hut with » wife and 
eight children may be quite inclined, against the ties of affection and, in the interests of 
sauitation, to separate, but who will give him a second hut? Unless the Commissioners are 
prepared to provide free quarters in all such cases, it will be practically impossible to provent 
overtrowding in houses uader unavoidable circumstances, No amouut cf fine or imprison- 
ment or the eale of gooda and chattels can do any good, If fines could improve the con- 
jon of the poorer classes, their condition would uot be Ju fact, the fine in the law 
appears to be a peuslty for poverty.” : 

The objiction has been taken not in the interests of the rich, but of the 
poor in Calcutta; and considering that as regards overcrowding a section has 
already been passed which relates to lodging-houses, &c., clause (ec) of: this 
section does not appear to be necessary. Other sections have also been passed 
which will enuble tho Commissioners to go into houses to see whether they are 
kept in a clean state, and, if not so kept, to have them cleaned and to r the 
cost; therefore if there be anything which is likely to be injurious to health, 
the Commissioncrs may remove the causo, and clause 1d) is superfluous, As 
regards the keeping of animals, provision las also been mado by other 
sections; clause (c) is therefore ‘not required. Clause («),to my mind, is 
meaningless; certain specific acts are treated as nuisances, but this is a 
goneral clause. ‘Then again, as regards clause (5), privies, cess-pools and 
drains are under the control of the Commissioners. If a drain gets choked, 
the Commissioners are allowed not only to point out the defect to the owner, 
but to repair them then and there. ‘Therefore the Commissioners have the 
fullest power in respect of all these matters without having recourse to a 
prosecution. I do not think that in eases in which the Commissioners have the 
power to take executive action and to recover the cost of works done, they 
should also be allowed to prosecute the parties and have them fined. On 
these grounds I move that clauses (a) to (e) of section 385 be omitted. 


The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Bawerser said:—I beg to move that 
clause (c) of this section be omitted. My amondment covers much smaller 
ground than that of my hon. friend. ‘The question in my amendment 
hus to some extent been discussed in connection with section $20, and it will 
be unnecessary to repeat what I said then. Inthe course of that discussion 
Your Honour obscrved that much of the apprehension regarding hardship 
resulting from the operation of that section was ill-founded. But the language 
of clause (g) is difforent from that section, and it is made expressly applicable to 
the case of the overcrowding of a dwelling-houso by members of the same 
family, and that is one reason why I submit, subject to correction, that my 
apprehensions aro better founded in the present instance. In the next place, 

ere is no reason why there sould be a double provision. Section 320 will 
practically suffice to prevent overcrowding in cases where it may be necessary 
to exercise the power, and it is not necessary to have this clause as well. 


The Hox. Movrvie Anpur Junnar said:—I quite agree in all that has 
fallen from the hon. member who has just sat down, and I wish to add a few 
remarks in reference to clause (e) Thut clause, if passed into law, will 
neutralise the effect of that principle of charity in which wo nutives have 
been instructed from our infancy. We have been taught to be charitable ty 
our relatives and friends, and to that principle it will not always bo possible 
for -us to attend, because under the provisions of this clause wo may sometimes 
heve toturn out of our house some of thoso who, under our religious obliga- 
tions,‘or according to our social customs, we are bound to shelter and 
maintain, I do not know what the Hindu roligion teaches its followers in 

te eherity; but the Koran enjoins on every Mahomedan the duty of 
‘gelatives, paupers and. travellers, and no Mchomedan true to his faith 
cau eitoqephimaclt from this daty on the olea which mav bo furnished bY the 



































































Mtgatcipal lew, ‘Ka indjvidusl family includes Jy ‘onp’e“paroata’s 
, but relatives and dependants ;.and Ido. not see how, consistently 
their duty, those relatives oan be turned out of doors. There are. few 
chouses which one with ideas of foreign sshitary regulations will not declare 
‘to be overcrowded in the sense of the words used in this clause. 1 therefore 
respectfully but earnestly hope that Your Honour will not eanction undue inter: 
ference with the social habits and household affairs of the‘tative community. 


The Hor. Mr. Macauray said:—It is with great reluctance thatI wish 
to ask the Coyncil to opposo the views which have beon put forward on 
behalf of one section of the community by the hon. member who haa 
just spoken. I think it is necessary that if people understand that 
charity begins at homo, they should equally understand that in  munici- 
palities charity does not end ut home. It is all very well to be charitable 
and fo receive into one’s house a number of relations and dependants ; but 
you must alvo regard the health of the public. In connection with ‘this subject, 
Twonld ask the hon. movers of these amendments whether it is not the fact that 
the Council has received these amendments and corsidered them carefully, and 
has exhibited great patience in listening to the arguments which have been 
adduced in support of them; but now that we are coming to the end of the 
long string of amendments, we should havo two considerations before our minds : 
the first is that sanitary laws exist. and that it is our object and desire that 
they should be adhcred to, and that pleadings of a sprcial claxs which are brought 
to bear against thom cannot be considered as against the claims of the com- 
munity at large ‘The next is that the ends and object of these sanitary 
measures is the good of the people: and that we leave the administration 
of those measures to the Corporation which represent the community, We 
assume that this agency will. administer them better than any other. ‘he spirit 
of sanitary legislation requires that noither the rich nor the poor should. be 
allowed to interfere with thcir operation. Bearing these two considerations 
in mind, I think we may put aside these amendments and proceed to carry the 


Bill into law. 

The Hox. tae Apvocatr Grxrrau said:—I wish to point out to the 
hon. members who have spoken on clause (e) of this section that I limit 
my remarks, to one point of view, viz., that there may be some hardship 
in making ‘clause (e) applicable to places where there arc members of 
the same family. There are houses which are overcrowded by wealthy 
people who are not members of the same family. Thero is, for instance, 
@ class of people who come from Madras—wealthy people who work on @ 
capital of three or four lukhs of rupees, but who nevertheless crowd together to 
the number of sixty or seventy in onc house. These people should not be 
exempted from the operation of this section. If they crowd together. and 
render a house unhealthy, the powers of the Municipality should extend over 
them ; therefore the amendment to leave out this clause altogether is ‘too large. 
But with regard to members of the same family, there is something in what 
has fallen from the hon. member airposise (Mealvio Abdul Jubbar), that, poor 
people very ofton cannot help themselves. People come to their housos, 
they ere Wholly without the means of turning thom away or of giving them 
more actowmodation. I would therefore suggest that some modification of 
clause (e) be made so as to exclude from its operation members of the same 
family. 

The Hoy. Mr. ALLEN said :—I regret I cannot agree with the Han. Advo- 
cate-Cieneral, that because a number of people are members of the same d 
théy are to be at liberty so to overcrowd « house as to rendvr it day 
ahd injurious to the health of their neighbours. It may bo tu the Arteetst of; 
the members of a family to take the risk of disease t0- themselves, -bwtsiby: 
Mould they bo allowed to endanger the health of their neighbours? Bird whem: 
they overcrowd the nest are thrown out by the .old birds; but the ; oad 
this country will not imitate nature. It is. nansenee to. say: that they, hier 
nobody but themselves: it is impossible they can evercrowd..a homag. s 
to vender it dangerous to the realth of. the.tnbneton sad. net 
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‘a doubt that the fact of being a source of danger to one’s noighbours constitutes 
a nuisance, but there might have been a doubt whether people who volun- 
tarily live in a house overcrowded so ‘as to be dangerous to themselves 
_ created a state of things which: amounts to a nuisance, and thoreforé ‘this 
section says it does. It should be remembered that it is the Commissioners 
who will have to abate unisances. and no doubt they will deal tenderly with 
cases of overcrowding by members of the sumo family. ‘the hon. member 
epposite (Moulvie Abdul Tubbar) urged strongly the obligations of charity. 
That is mean charity which will provide for its objects by overcrowding 
a house so as to make it dangerous and injurions to healty. That is no 
true charity, but an attempt to combine cconomy with ostensible charity. If a 
porson wishes to be really charitable, lot him provide proper quarters for his 
relatives and friends, so that their health will net be endan, d. What is 
the uso of churity except to keep a man alive, and what is the use of keeping 
a man alive by means whieh afflict him with discase Y Let them practice tru 
charity, and then they will have no objection to this clause. 

The hon. member on my right (Dr, Gooroo Dass Banerjee) objects to this 
clause, because he says the same object is alrendy provided Tor. Tf that is so, 
what is his objection to let the chuse stand ?> A double-barrelled wun has a 
great advantage in shooting: one barrel may ndss, and you kill with the other. 
T cammot seo the force of his opposition to let a scetion stund which he says 
is already in the B That objection might lie in the ‘mouth of the hon. 
member in charge of the Bill, on the ground of symmetry. 















































The Hon sire Texry Taunison said:—As far as the objection on the 
ground of symmetry is concerned, Fam bound to say t this will not meet 
the same cuses as the other section. ‘Lhe special object of the insertion of 
Janses here is that any person who may feel himself aggrieved may 
give information to the Commistioners. We have’ had) many in which 
porsons have complained of nuisances in neighbouring houses, and there has 
been no way to help the complainants We have had to tell them, if it is a 
muisance you can institute a prosceution, Lut this section gives the Com- 
missioners the power of themselves proscenting. In the first instance a notic 
willbe served, and if the person complies with the terms of the noties, well 
and good. If not, the ter will come before a Mu rato. ‘That will bo 
an eusy, convenient, and jast way of bringing to an issue the matter between 
tho complainant and the person complained against. 


The How. Bane Kart Naru Merven “I lave failed to und 
the distineri which the hon. member in charge of the Bill bas tri 
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introduce between section 820 and this scetion, apart from the generil question 
whether the persons overerowdinr belong to the sume family or net. The 






distinction is this, that under this section the power lies in the Com oners 
on the complaint of any person. What does xcetion 320 say? “JE it shall 
appear tot the Commissi-ners.” That includes cases where information is sent 
to the Commissioners, and in pursuance of such information they came to the 
conclusion that the builcing is overcrowded. Therefore, os regards the two 
sections, apart from the qacsiion of the inmates being members of the same 
family, there isno distinction. I certainly understood when we were discuss 
séction 320 that Your Honour poisted that out. You styled what we ad 
in support of our contention as hyprreriticism based on’ a misapprehension of 
the meaning of the section, and, if my memory serves me e hon. 
member incharge of the Bill also referred to that section as bi tended 
for the cases mentioned by Your Honour [Sie Henry Harrison—T said that 
is how tho section auld. ordinarily work ] The proccedings of the last 
meeting aro not before us, but from the nature of the discussion the impres- 
sion-Jeft ‘on my mind was that, so far asthe meaning of the section is 
conitrned, it would apply to lodging-houses and plices of that sort 
whers overcrowding occurred. 1f that , then what tho lewrned 
Advoehte-General advanced is met by tho of section 320 in the 
Acts He referred toa case which is precisely a case contemplated under 
btitm $20; therefore as section 320 exists, there is no necossity fur clause 
& aivetion 885, unless members of a joint fumily ure intendoa to be ineludtd. 
if “they ‘are included, then undoubtedly this section gives larger powers. 
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Aes regards the reat of the clauses, not a single argument has been advanced 
against my contention, andthe caso is left where it was when I moved my 
anendmont. I said that in regard to most of those matters the Commissioners 
have the fullest power; they can put a stop to those nuisnaces at the expense of | 
the owners; they can inspect ; they can repair, and they can improve. And that * 
being so, it is unnecessary te provide for prosecution in respect to those offences, 





‘Hts Honour raz Presipent said :—As I have been personally appealed to, 
T should like to state, as far as I cau recollect, that what L sail on the subject 

section 320 was that I did not doubt for an instant that the words of that sbetion 
could be made to cover the caso of a Hindu joint funily, bat that if you lbok 
at the wording of what the Magistrate has to do (the wording of the declaration 
which the Magistrate has to make) it mak»s it perfectly clear that what is 
aimed at in tho section ix not the houses of Hindu families, bat lodging- 
houses and such like. he order which he has to issuc is an order to 
reduce the number of lodgers, tenants or other inmates, and I take it that 
the first two words would give the lines on which the order was to bo 
based, and that tho rest would be interpreted on the principle of esusdem 
generis. I admit that they can bo taken beyond, bar 1 was giving my own 
interpretation of the section. So fur us to that. It doos seem to me that 
the ground covered by soction 820 and the ground covered by clause (¢ of 
section 385, which we are now discussing, is practically identical. On the 
whole J have some sympathy with the motion of the Hon. Dr. Gooroo 
Dass Banerjee in regard to clause (¢), partly because the object, though not 
the method, is alrendy provided very clearly and broadly by section 320, and 
because 1 think there 1s a gool deal of force in the arguments which he has 
used, and which the Hon. Mouivie Abdul Jabbar has advanced on the part 
of the Mahomedan community, that to a great extent they cannot help them- 
selves. But the reply to that really is that the Commissioners are the people 
who will exercise the authority which this section gives, and [ think we may 
fairly trust to them to exercise it wisely and well. Iam inclined to ngree with 
what fell from the hon. member in charge of the Lill on another matter before 
the Council to-day—tiut the time when this section will Hy be brought 
into force ix not yet; that they will come into force by very slow derrees; 
and I believe the ‘valuc of these sections for present purposes—L am. sorry 
to bolieve it—is more educational than practical. 1 hope that in time the Com- 
missioners will work up to them, bat I cannot expect they will bo very strongly 
carried out. The learncd adyocate-Goncral threw out a suggestion to the 
hon, mover of the amendment to alter the scetion in a way in which the 
power of prosecution will not be «altogether lost. Section 320 docs not give 
power to prosecute, but only to get a declaratory order of a Magistrate. As 
ho said, we want to retain some power to prosecute in casos where a deliberate 
nuisance is created by lodging -house keepers und people of that kind. If any 
form of words to cover that can be framed, 1 shall vote for him. 















































The Hon, Siz Aurrep Crorr said:—I would ask leave to move that the 
words “whether or not. members of the same family” bo omitted, so as to leave 
the clanse general and in the same state as suction 320. “* 


The Hon. tie Apyocare-GenuraL sad:—What I pointed out was that it 
would be hard to prosecute persons who cannot help themselves, for in such 
cases they would necessarily incur penalties they cannot avoid. I think that 
if section 320 is carefully read, it will be found not to apply to overorowdin, 
by members of the same family. It deals with landlords and tenants. i 
requires the owner to abate the nuisance by reducing the number of lodgers 
or tenants, and the secoud clause of the section provides that where tha owpas’ 
has sublet the building, the landlord of the lodgers or tenants or athar aetnal 

pumates shall be deemed to be the owner of the building. 


Tho Hon. Basu Kaur Nata Mrrrer’s motion: to omit clauses (a) to{e)ief 
section 385 was put to the vote and negatived. “ 


| Tho Hon Dn. Gooroo Dass Baxensen’s motion to-omit-clapse (2) thse” 
tion 385 was ulso put to the vote and negatived. 
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‘Fhe Hoy. Sin Aureep Crort’s motion that from clause (2) of section 385 
the words “ whether ornot mombors of tHe same family ” be omitted, was putta 
the vote and carried. ; 


The Ifon. Banu Katt Nata Mirrer moved that section 390 be omitted. 

He said :— This section authorizes a Magistrate to declure a house unfit for 
human habitation and to prohibit it being used for such purpose. ‘Ihe rection 
is ulmost precisely the same as section 319, and as that section has been passed, 
I do not see the use of enacting it egain ia section 390. It practically leaves 
everything to tho discretion of the Magistrate. ‘Tho only difference is that 
here it is included in the chapter of nuisances, and section 31,9 is in the chapter 
relating to inspection and sanitary regulation. I believe thé confusion has 
arisen from one section having been borrowed from the English Act, and the 
other from the Bombay Bill I believe that tho Bombay Bill has been 
borrowed from the Englis 











































ction did not come in by 
accident, Wo very carefully considered it in Select Coumittec, and we were 
within an ace of tuking out one or the other, but it was eventually found that 
they are not identical. It is desirable to make out quite clearly that the 
Magistrate has similar power whether tho complaint is made to him under 
the procedure of this section or under the chapter relating to sanitary inspec- 
tion. The sections are not taken one from the Bombay Act and the other fram 
the English Act, and therefore reduplicated. ‘This nuisance section has, 
T think, been adopted on the suggestion of the Iealth Society; it is a 
judicial procedure, and therefore is left to the disuretion of the Magistrote. 
It gives the same power to the Magistrate whe the question comes up 
on this procedure or the other, and it also annexes a ponalty. Anyhow L 
cannot see any objection to it. 
The motion was put to the vote and negutived. 


















The How. Sit Howry Hannison moved that, for section 418, the following 
be substituted :— 


« Every proscention under this Act may be instituted by the Commissionors before any 
Magistrato having jurisdiction, who may summon the person charged to appear at a tine 
and place to bo mentiozed in tho summous ; aud if such person do not appear, the Magistrate 
may, upon proof of service of the summons, if no sufficient cause shall be shown for the 
non-appoarance of the person charged, proceed to hear and determine the onso in his absonoe. 
Tf such’ perseu do npoone, then the procedure aid dowa in the Code of Griuiual Prncodue 
‘of 1882 from section two hundred and forty-two to seetiow two hundeed and forty-eight shall 
bo followed Hi : 

« All fines imposed by a Magistrate under thie Act shull be lev 
seotions three lnundred and vignty-six, trou hundrod and eight; 
eighty-eight, and three hundred and cighty-nine of the said Codo.” 


He suid:-—This constitutes in fact two amendments. The gentleman 
who conducts the criminal prosecutions of the Corporation pointed out the 
desirability of making it clear whether anybody can prosecute, or only “the 
Commissioners. I do not think it ix desirable that any person except tho Com- 
tissioners should have power to inaugurate prosecutions under the Act. That 
is tho object of the first amendment. The sccond amendment is 10 add the 
words inthe xecund parugraph. It was suggested by the same uuthority, who 
painted out that it is very desirable to make it clear how the fine is to be levied. 

The motion was put to the vote and earried. 


The Hon. Six Heney Harrison moved that, after the first paragraph of 
section 429, the following proviso bo inserted :—- 


“ Provided that, if the projection be a verandah supported by pillars or props resting on 
the public street, the Commissioners muy, in lion of a fee, charge an annual rens nut excoeding 
Troi bipar equae yard of the public street covered by such verandah, if a verandah of ouly 
ma or Rg 1-8. per square yard, if a vorandub of two or more storeys in height, It 
shal? not bo lawful to suut inthe sides or front of such verandah go as to obstruct the aix, 
whether with brick-work, wood-work, muts or any otner miteriuls.” ’ 

_» He said:—I now come to an umoudinent tu which I would ask the careful 
gttemtion of the Council, Ido not profess to say that it certainly ought 
S Se Yelopted; byt on the whole 1 think it is tuir in the interests of the 
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public, and I ask the Council to consider it from the point of view of justica 
to tho public and the individual. Section 429 authorizes the construction 
of. verandahs and projections. Under that section the’ Commissioners are 
allowod to charge a fee not oxceeding Its, 100, which has beon increased 
in this, Bill to Rs. 500 to mect special eases, “A very few years ago only 
overhanging verandahs were sanctioned. Subsequently some’ ono asked: for 
leave—I do not think the Great Eastern Hotel started it—to put up a verandah 
over the pathway with sn1 ports on the footpath, The Town Couneil wero not 
entirely agreed whether this should be allowed or not, but evontually the, argu- 
mont prevailed! thaf as such verandahs would jive sheltor to the public’ from 
sun and rain, Iehve should he granted subject to certain sufegnards, They are 
improvements of the fir possible description to the houses themselves, and 
having once given sanction we have now abont twenty of these in the town. 
I will not say they are not advan pus to the town itsolf; but to the owners 
of the. houses they are an onormons udvantag, and they pay only one fee in 
all. Tt seems to me fair that when a person gets a very grea auutize he 
should pay something commensurate for it; and thererore T think that when 
a verandule is built. with props or supports on the street, the form of charge 
should bo an annual rent instead of the payment of a single fee. 
































The Hon. tim Apyor -Gr L svid:—I oppose this anendment. I 
happen to know the circumstances out of which this question has arisen, I 
think the charge proposed will be exorbitant. ‘These verandahs are admitted to 

. bea benefit tothe public, and yet the enhanced fee of from Rs. 100 to Rs. 500 
will not sutivfy the Municipal Gommissionces ! ‘They want to levy an annual 
fee for what?” For allowing the owners of houses to ‘vecupy a few! inches or a 





















few feot of ground on which pillars aro ploced. and they want to chargo a 
rental on the whole of the area covered by the verandah. Phe ar is not 








occupied by them, passengers pass underneath, and ace sheltered from the sun 
and rain; the charge appears to me exorbitant. Lam surprised to hear the 
hon, member in charge of the Bill say that it is a matter of justive: from my. 
point of view it is a matter of injusti 


The Hon. Banu Kant Nari Mirrer said:—The Commissioners have 
nothing to do with this; my hon, friend brings this proposal forward af hin own 
instance Thave to point out, in addition to the argument of my hon. friend, 
that it is an improvement and a benefit to the public; that the man not 
only pays a feo, but has to, pray rates om an in ed assessment of hia 
property by way of a permancnt charge. It was pointed out that a fee of 
Rs. 100 is a very small fee for all cises, and the Select Committe: fixed Rs. 500 
asamaximum. Tit should be ample for all purposes. We had uo intimation 
trom the hon. meaber that he was not satisticd with thar, and that he would 
bring forward a further amendment. If he wanted to impose this additional 
charge, he should have informed the Select Committee of it. But apart from 
that, I shall oppose the amendment. é 


The Won, Mr. Reyxonns said:—I am not in favour of this amendment. 
Instead of puttiny obstructions in the way, there ure many parts of the town 
in which the construction of such verandahs should be encouraged, as they. 
afford both shelter and shade to the public. Tt would be a great benefit if the 
foot-paths in Government Place and Old Court House Street were covered. 
with verandahs of this sort, so that people might walk from onc ond to the 
other in the shade under a volonnade such as exists in some parts of Bombay. 
There is a farther objection to the form of the amendment. i an annual rent 
is to be charged for the portion of the street covered by the verandah, it will 
practically encourage the person puns the rent to look upon that part of the 
street as a part which he is entitled to use as he pleascs, 

The Mor. Sm Hunry Harrison said in reply :—I do not look upon this 
apendment as a matter of much consequence, except thit 1 believe it to‘ be # 
principle of real injustice that the individual should get a very great advantage 
without paying adcquately for it, : 

The motion was put to the vote and negatived. ee 

‘The Hon. Sim Henxy Hannon’ moved that, in line 2 of. the,mecond 
paragraph of section 435, for the words “are known to the Commissiqners’ 
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tho words * are registered under scetion one hundred and twenty-eight” be 
substituted ; and that, in line 2 of the third paragraph, for the words not 
Ienown” the words ‘not registered” be substituted. ‘ 


He said:—It seems to me that this amendment not only makes the 
meaning more definite, but moro fuir. The section provides a mode of service 
when an owner is known to the Commissioners. What is to constitute know- 
ledge? . He mny be known to one or two of the sorvants of the Corporation. 
Is the head of a department to go round and find out whether any department 
of the municipality knows the owner? On the other hand, there isa ploin and 
direet means by which an owner can bring his residence to. the knowledge of 
the Commissioners, vin., by registration. I think this amendment will be an 
improvement, and will also be just and equitable. 





The Hon Banu Kart Naru Mirren said :—There are many house-owners 
whose names are uot registered, and yot they are well known to the Corpora- 
tion, whereas the amendment proposes to say that if a man’s name is not 
registered he ia nat to be considered to be known. One mode of knowing is by 
rogistration ; another may be by actual experience. 

‘Lhe motion was put to the vote and carried. 


Tho Won. Sie Henry Ianmison moved that, in line 9 of section 443, for 
the words ‘ such of the owners as are known ” the words ‘such of the owners 
as are revistered under section one hundred and twenty-vight ” bo substituted, 

Tho motion was put to the vote and carried. 


The Hoy. Sir Wenny Harrison moved that, in lines 9 and 10 of section 
453, for the words “ Chupter VIL shall have effect within the boundarics so 
declared” the words ‘the provisions of Chapter VIL of this Act shall take 
effect one month after the publication of such notification” bo substituted. 

He said:—This amondment ia suzeested hy the Secretary, who considers 
the wording a little ambiguous, It is well to say preciscly when the provisions 
reluting to water-supply shall take effect in the portions of the environs to 
which they may be extended by the Local Goverment. 

‘Tho mation was put to the vote and carried. 











The Hon. Basu Katt Narn Mrrrer moved that clause (J) of section 456 
Ue omitted. The clause empowers the Locul Government to include within 
Caleutta any local area in the vicinity of Calcutta. 

He said:—This provision has been introduced at the iustance of the 
Government of India. So far asthe exclusion of any portion of the added 
ateo is concerned, if for any reason it is considered necessery to exclude it, I 
have no objection to give the Local Government the power conforred by 
cliuse (a). But to include, it may be, large tracts of land without consulting 
the Commissioners and without making adequate provision for funds for making 
4mprovements, will not be forthe good of the cown. 1 contend thercfore 
that clause (4) of section 456 should be omitted. 


_ His Honour rie Presiorar smd:-—-I need only say that this has been 
inserted under insiructions from the Government of Iudia, the objeet boing to 
bring this Act into conformity with other Municipal Acts all over Ind’a and 
ekewhers ; but it is a proceduro which, speaking for myself, I showd be very 
unwilling to utilise without the consent (the Corunissioners. 

_ The Hon. Ste Henry Hauntcon said :--In France and England this power 
is usually given to the Government only on the application of the Municipality 











The Hon. THE Apvocate-Grnenat said :—I think this is a really objection- 
Ske power, and uriless'there is any imperative necessity for giving it, I 
submit that provision of this kind should net be mado. T remember that the 

lien “Erusts Act contains a clause thatthe Locul Gowvernmest may from time 
tohigieuxtend it te any part of British Indiv. Bombuy woukl not have it, 
Caloutta: would not have it, aud it was wude in the first instanec toapply tg 
Georg, end ether places where it would be of lit: or no use, power 

emg reserved to the Local Goverument to exiend it to the rest af India 
at some ifuture time. Surely that is not a proper mothod of legislution. 
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Under clause (2) of section 456 of this Bill, the Government may include 
within the Municipality of Calcutta any arca it chooses. Supposo the Govern- 
menf want to include within Calcutta any place outside the limits, such ‘as 
Barranagore, Chitpore, or Cossipore, tho inhabitants of these places cannot 
bo hoard. ‘The mere’ presenting of a memorial is scarcely tantamount to a 
hearing. 

Tho Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banerzer said :—I will also support this amend- 
ment, and for this reusin: It is clear from the discussion of the question.as to 
what the boundaries of the Municipality should be, that we included all that 
is and can be desirable to be included for some years to come. It will not 
be until full twonty years or more that anything like proper municipal manage. 
mont can be introduced in the arca included, ard further inclusion of additional 
area should, I submit, be left to future legislation. 





Tho Hon. Sm [evry Iaunrson said :—Having omitted to give notice, 1 ask 
leave to insert tho words “at tho request of the Commissioners in meoting” 
at the beginning of cluuse (4). ‘Then if the Government wishes to add any 
local arca without the request of the Commissioners, they must do it by legis- 
lation. This is in accordance with thé practico in ‘other civilised countries. 
In France the Government is not allowed to make alterations in the boundaries 
of cantons without legislation: in England the Government can only do it ut 
the request of the Council of the borough. 


The Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter’s motion to omit elauso (2) of section 
456 being put, the Council divided — 









Ayes 4, Noes 9, 
The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Bancrjes. ne TL. Pratt. 
Tho Hon. Dr, Mahendra Lal Sircar, Tho Ton. ©. H. Moore. 
Tho Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter. he Hon. Moulyio Abdul Tubbar. 
Tho Hon. the Advocate-General. The Hon. Sir Altved Croft 
the Ton. 
The Hon. T. 
The Hon, 





The Hon, IL. J. Reynolds. 
| lis Llonour the President. 


The Hon. Sir Ienry Harrison’s motion was put to the vote and earricd. 


The Hon. Sir Henry Warrison moved that, in the last line of clause (a) 
of Schodule 11, Class 1V, after tho word ‘merchandiso” the words “ overy 
person not coming undor Class IIT who purchases goods in Calcutta for trans: 
port and sale beyond the limits of Caleutta” be inserted. 

This und the two following were mere vorbal_ameudmonts. 

‘Lhe motions were put to the vote. . 

Tho How. Sin Henry Harrison moved that, in clause (a) of Clase V, for 
the words “every broker” the words “every beokor or dalall” be substituted. 

The motion’ was put to the vote and carried. 


Tho Moy, Sin Wenry Harnison moved that, in clauso (a) of Class VI, for 
the word “shop” the words “shop or place of business” be substituted; and 
that in clause (6) for the words “ every dalall” the words “every petty dalal 
not included in class V” be substituted. 

The motion was put to the voto and carried. 


Tho Ion. Si Henry Harrison moved that the following be inserted as the 
first rule under Cluss VIL :— 

“The agent of a Joint-stock Company havin, in Caloutta, but not registered 
theroin, shall bo linblo to take out a livence on bebalf of aud Company. * 

Ho said :—This is a question of principle which ought to be settled by the 
Council. There are. many Joint-stock Companies which are ‘not established 
in Calcutta, but havo their agents here. Some of theso agents, take out license 
on behalf of the Companies for which thoy are agonts, buf others, refuse 00 
the ground that, being foreign Companies, they ave not liable vo tuke out 


licenses. 
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Tho Hon. re Apvocare-Guxerat said:—I do not think an amendment 
of this kind ought to be accepted at this lute stage of the Bill without notice. 
These gentlemen pay tho wx on their own account as agents; and I see no 
reason whatever to require them to tako out licenses for tho Companies estab, 
lished in Europe or America for which they act as agents. i 











The Hon. Mr. Moorr said:—there are in Calcutta a number of small 
agencies of Insurance Companies estublished and working clsewhero; most of 
them do little or no business here, and some of them hayo agents here 
only for the purpose of paying claims, Lt would be hard’ ter tax such Caom- 
panies. 

‘The Hon. Siz Henry Harntson said in reply :—My chief object is to get the 
point settled. Tho question is, should a Company which carrics on business i 
Calcutta through an agont—and some of them carry on a large business spay the 
tax or not? At present the point is unsettled. Of course the agent tukes out 
his own license. 


Tho Hon. Mr. Avi 














said : —I do not sce why a Company should pay a tax 
in Calcutta merely because it has an agent here, any more than overy ship 
which comes to this port should pay because its cargo is sold here. 

The motion was put to the vote and negatived. 3 

The following verbal amendments were put to the vote and carried on the 
motion of the Llon. Sir Henry flarrison:—thut, in line 5 of r of Class VIL, 
after the words ‘his own account” the words ‘ or with other partners” be 
inserted ; that, in line 5 of clause (a) of rule 7, the words “and is resident in 
Calcutta” be omitted. 


The Hon. Sir Henry Harrison moved that, after clauso (2) of rule 7, the 
following bo inserted :— 











“Ifa person is summoned for not taking ont a licanse, and servieo of notico uncor 
clauses (¢) and ((t) is not proved, it shall bo incumbent on the Commissioners to prove that 
the person summoned is Liablo to take out a license, ag well as to prove the chiss uuder which 
he is linblo.” 

He said:—Suppose service of the notice required under clauses (c) and (d) 
of rule 7 in Schedule IL cannot bo proved, the object of this amendment is 
that, in such cases, the Corporation must prove their case. Generally notices 
aro served, and if the person fails to object, it becomes binding upon him, und 
upon service of notice being proved the matter is settled. But suppose he 
successfully denies receipt of the notice, then the onus must he thrown upon 
the Corporation ? 

‘The motion was put to the vote and carricd. 

The following verbal amendments were put to the vote and carried on the 
motion of the Ion. Sir Henry Harrison :—that, in clause («) (2) of rulo 7, after the 
words “toa Court of Smali Causes” the words “having jurisdiction in the 
place in which the profossion, trado or calling is said to be curried on” be 
inserted ; also that, alter clause (/’) of rule 8, the following be inserted :— 


“The Commissioners may, if they think fit, extend tho period of an appeal under 
clause (1).”” 

The Hon. Sir Henry Harnison moved tiat, at tho end of Schedule III, 
the following be inserted :— 

“ The Local Govornmont may, af any time, on the 
im meeting, by a notification to be published in the Cw 
wards and the boundaries of any ward as presoribed in this schedule. 

He said :—Thie is an amendment of some importance. Ti may he nece 
sometimes to alter the boundaries of wards. ‘Thore is no power in tho exi 
law to make such alterations, but I think the power should exist. 


‘The How. Banu Kact Natu Mirrer said :-—If the number of wards is altered. 
under this proposed powor, what becomes of the proportion of elected Com- 
wmissioners. prescribed by the Bill? Under scction 15 two Commissioners are fo 
lig élected for each ward; with 25 wards, therefore, thero will be 5 elected 
Commissioners. But suppose the number of wards is reduced to 8, which is 
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only 16 elocted Commissioners to*25 nominated Commissioners. I have no 
objection to conferring the power te alter the boundaries of wards. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried in the amended form proposed, 
viz., by emitting the words “the hamber of wards and.” : : 

The Hon. Sir Henry Tarnrison moved that, at the ond of Schedule IX, the 
following words be inserted -— 

“Or any other sealc which tho Commissioners in moeting may from tims to time 
prescribe.” . 

Ho said :—This is an important amendment, and it revives the discussion 
which took plaice at a previews mecting. I was able to circulate only yesterday 
a note by Mr. Kimber, giving tho result of lis experiments, with a schedulo of 
ferrules proposed by him, ‘These experiments siow that in sume cases the 
mathematical formula gives an under-estimate of the quantity passing 
through the ferrules, but in very many cases the ferrule will not work up to it; 
there is something which prevents the proper working, such as the pipes boing 
too small, or a number of bends, or a dead end, so that the water is backed or 
stopped; and Mr. Kimber comes to the conclusion in paragraph 10 (page 5) 
of his note that for practical purposes the co-efficient 13 should Se redaced 
to 9; it gives fonr-thirtcenths less draught as the average result ull over the 
town, and the discharge of the ferrules should bo reduced in the same 
proportion, viz.,us 18 is to 9, 

Phe question is, how should we deal with this? Ho gives aseale of 
ferrules which is one degre more liberal all the way up. Tle conmences with 
houses valued at Re. 1 to Rs. 5, and the next in the scale from Ra. 5 to 
Rs. 10, and the result is that he proposes to give a slightly larger ferrale in nA 
the grades. ‘The question for the Council to ‘determine is—first, will they tuke 
Mr. Kimbor’s scale as given in his note, or the scale in the schedule as it stands, 
or will they leave the scale to be fixed by the Commissioners in meeting, or by tho 
Government on the recommendation of the Comnissioners ? 1 have adopted 
the suggestion that a scale should be laid down in the Act as a sort of indica. 
tion to the Commissioners upon which they should act. It seems to me that, 
looking to the probubilities of errox, it ahould be leit to the Commissioners to 
fix the scale from time to time. 





























His Honour tiv Present sail :—When this subject was discussed before 
an amendment of the Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter was under consideration. 
His amendment was to omit Schedule IX, and to leave the fixing of a scale 
of jervules to the dis ion of the Conunissioners in meeting. 


The Hos. Panu Kaur Nara Mrrrer said:—I have no objection to the 
amendment of tho hon. member in charge of the Bill if the wording of 
section saltered, I think the hon. meraber’s emendmiont should be in the 
Lody of the Act, otherwise there will be a great deal of anibitruity. I*think 
his amendment wiil practiculy lenvo the matter in the hands of the Commis 
sioners, and a pood ‘teul of the tinte of the Counvil will be seved if we adopt 
his amendment, 


The Hoy. tue Apyocare-Generar said: If the schedule is‘amonded in 
the way proposed by the hon. member in charge of the Bill, the wording 
of section 155 must be altered also. I think it will ‘be preferable to have a 
seale in the schedule and to amend section 155 as proposed. But it appears 6o 
me that there should be some limitation on the discretion of tho Commissioners, 
as, for instance, by mukiny the approval of the Local Goveramant necessary. 
‘This is my principal objection. 

Phe Hon. Bars Kat Nwrat Mercer anid:—-In that ease I shall dave to 
move my amendment. : 

Phe Hon. Mr. Macs said:—In the Sdlect Committee # -was decidéd 
that‘we should recommend, aso cbinpromise, to allow’the Commissioners an 
exceptional power of alicrize: the size of the ferrule to meet special eases,’but 
that apart from thet we shoud fixsomething beyond which. the Commissioners 
should net go. If, however, wi sliding sculedeto be-allowed.at all, then J thi 
it should oe made subject t the wppreval ef the Local Goxernment, th 
Commiisrioners being left to Jecommend any. ion. in it. 
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The Hox. Sir Hexry Harrison said in reply :—The hon. membor is quitd 
right as to what was decided in Select Committed. But as this is a matter of 
much difficulty, and there being so many distarbing elements to be taken into 
consideration, I think the Executive should not avoid the obligation of satis- 
fying the Commissioners. Mr. Kimber gives his opinion unhesitatingly tlat the 
present scale is too liberal; therefore, after indicating a scale, the Council ought 
to leave it to the Commissioners to vary it as occasion may arise. - 


Hyg Honour rie Parswpenr said:—It seemsto me from what the 
Hon. Mr. Macuulay has said, that the Select Committee degided that a scale 
should be fixed in the Act, but thut tho Commissioners should have power to 
escape from it in exceptional cases. 

Tho Hoy. Sm Henry Haurrson said in roply:—The exception was to 
depend-on proof that the ferrule would not givo the exact supply ; but beyond 
that the Commissioners, with the sanction of the Local Government, were to 
have the power to alter the general scale of ferrules. 








The Hox. Mr. Macactay said :—I am quite sure that thero was no question 
whatever in Select Committee of the scale being altered with the approval of tho 
Local Government, 


His Honour vie Preswwenr said :—Thore is in Schedule IX a scale of ferrules 
and an improved scale has been prepared by Mr. Kimber. As the Bill stands 
the schedule will have to be enforced hy the Commissioners, and they will not 
have the power of altering it. Originally the motion of the Hon. Babu Kali 
Nath Mittor was that the law should bo altogether silent on the point, that it 
should fix no scale, and that it should be left to the Commissioners to fix any 
sohodule thoy pleasod. The compromise suggested by the hon. member in 
charge of the Bill to mect that is that the scale should remain in the schedule 
as an indication for the Commissioners, but that they should be at liberty to 
alter it from time to time on their own authority. And now it has beon 
suggested that tho Commissioners should only have power to alter the scale 
with the sanction of the Local Government. 


The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Baxrrser asked whether it was proposed to 
rotain tho scale in tho ninth schedule, or to udopt tho scale suggestod by 
Mr. Kimber? 


Tho Hon. Dr. Marenpra Lat Smrcar said :—The scale as it stands in the 
schedule is based on calculations which have beon proved to be incorrect by 
the experiments mado by Mr, Kimber himself. I would beg to observe thit 
the formula given by the hon. member in charge of the Bill is not the fornula 

‘iven by the most recent authorities on the subject. I would rather huye 
fi . Kimber’s scale of ferrules than tho scale given in the Ninth Schedul bg 
move that the scale of ferrules given by Mr. Kimber in his uote be substituted 
for Schedule IX. 


The Hoy. Bano Kart Narn Mirrer’s motion that, in lines 9 and 10 of section 
155, the words “through a ferrule of the size indicated by tle Commissioners 
in meeting” be substituted for the words ‘through « ferrulo of tho sizo 
indicated in the ninth schedulo,” was put to the vote and negatived. 


‘Tho Hox. Siz Henry Harnison’s motion that the words “ or such other scale 
as the Commissioners in mecting may from time to time approve” be inserted 
after “ninth schedule” in line 10 of section 159, being put, the Council 
divided :— 





Ayes 4. Noes 9. 
The Hon. Dr. Goorco Dass Banerjee. | ‘Tho Hon. H. Pratt. 
‘Phe Hon. Babu Kali Nath Mitter. ‘The Hon. ©. H. Moore. 
Whe Hon. Sir Henry Harrisoa. The Hon. Dr. Mahendra Lal Siroar, 
His Honour the President. | Phe Hon, Moulvie Abdul Jubbar, 


The Hon, Sir Alfred Urolt. 
‘The Hou. 'f, T. Allen. 

The Hon. C. P.L. Macaulay. 
The Hon. H. J. Reynolda. 

‘The Hou. the Advocate-Gonoral, 
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The Hoy. Mz Macauray’s motion that the words ‘“ or such other 
the Loval Government may on the recomme: Jommi 
mocting approve” bo inserted after “ninth schedule” in line 10 of seciion 
155, was put to the vote und curried. Ps 

‘The Hox. Dr. Mauespna Lat. Sixcar’s motion that the seule of ferrules 
given by Mr, Kimber.in his note be substituted for the seale given in the ninth 
schedule, having been proposed for consideration, — 

The Ilox. Mr. b 
schedule wouldsrequire the Comuis: 
conncetions ? 


Tho Hon. Sre Huyny Hanuson said:—It would certainly not have that 








Nobps aske 





whether the adoption of Mr. Kitmber’s 
vuers by refuse wl future applications* for 








effec! 

The Hox. De. Gooro> Dass Bayensee said:—T submit that the adoption of 
Mr. Kimber’s scale amounts not to liberality, but only to the correction of 
an error. ‘The scale given in Schedule IX is based on the supposition Uhat 16 
gallons a minute can be drawn from aferrule half an inch in diameter, and that 
is obtained by adopting 13 as the co-efficient ou the formula. But we have now 
the opinion of Mr. Kimber, who is au expert, and he says that for the figure 
13 we ought to have taken the figure 9, so that we cannot have 16 gallons per 
minute from a half-inch ferrule. “If the standard is fowl to be incorrcet, it is 
put fair and just that we should alter our seule accordingly. 


The Hos. Du. Manenpea Lan Sincar said:—Tn making these caleulations 
only the normal sure has been taken without reference to the distance of 
the taps from the place of pressure, and that accounts for the difference between 
the calculations and the actual results of the exy nts; therefore there is no 
question of liberality in Mr. Kimber's scale. If be went further he would find 
reason to reduce the co-eflicient to a lower figure still, 

The Hox. Sim. Hexny Waretson said :—Mr. Kimber himself took the sume 
formula as he did. There are a number of other furmulze which entail elaborate 
caleniations, but the one which has been taken is simple und. sufficiently 
accurate for all practical purposes. 

The Hoy. Dr. Manenpia Lan Sircar’s motion was put to the vote and 
carried. 

The Hoy. Sin. Mune Warnison moved that, after section 459, the follow: 
ing new section be inserted 

“460, The provisions of Schedale XIIL shall apply to the budget for the year 
1889-90, und to the rates and taxes which shull bo levied during that year; and the pro- 
visions of Act TV (B.C.) of 1476, so far as thoy ore inconsistent with the provisions of the 
said schedule, shall bo repealed so fur as they relute to prepuring and passing such budget, 
and to fisiug the rates und taxes to be levied during the year 1859-0,” . 


He ulsn moved that, after Schedule XU, the following new schedule be 
inserted :— : 












































Thirteenth Schedule. 


“1. The budget for 1889-90 shall show what exponditure it is proposed to incur is 
the Town, as well as in tho area added to the Town by this Act during thot year, and the 
maaner in which it ix proposed to moct such expenditure. 

2. Buch budget shall at a spocial general mesting of the Commissioners of the Town 
of Calcutta to be lield in the month of February 1889 be referred to a Special Committee of 
cightcon members, of which twelve shull be chosen by the Commissioners of the Town of 
Calcutta at the special gencral mocting which shall ‘order the referouce, and six shall be 
chosen by the Commissioners of tho Suburbs of Calcutta. 

3. ‘Such Committee shall meet at such times and places as the Chairman, subject 
the decision of the Committe, may appoint, ond shall, within twenty-one days ote 
appointment, return the budget to the Commissioners of the Town of Caloutta with 
modifications and comments as may seem expedient. 

4. ‘The Commissioners of the Town of Calcutta shall. at a special general meeting to 
‘bo held in the month of March, considor euch budget as modified by the Special Ccmmittes, 
ard pass it subject to such further modifications or additiona aa may be thought ft. The 
saideVommissioners shall thoreupon at the same meeting, or if such meoting be adjourned, 
ut anadjourned meeting, fix, with reference to the budget as passed, the rates at wpi 
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rates and taxes mentioned in this Act shail be imposed for the year commencing the Ist 
April 1849 ; and the rates and taxos xo fixed shall have the sane fires in Calcattn for tho 
year 1889.90 as if they had beon fixol by the Commissioners in meeting for any subsequent 
¢ year under section seventy-one of this Act.” 

He said :—This motion expliins itself. The budget has to he prepared 
during tho last two mouths of a your for the year succecding. lfow is a valid 
budget to be passed which will apply to the enlarged area from Ist April 
next? Will a budget framed under the present Act be log that 
what'l propose will be a legal and equitable solution. 1 hay wested that 
thé Suburban Commissioners should have a voice on the Budget Connnittec. 
but I thought if, would be too complicated to allow them also a voice at the 
meeting of the Commissioners which will discuss and pass the bui If the 




































Council thinks that should be done, Ihave no objcetion, but the ti tho 
real work is dono by the Budget Committee; the Commissi oting 


generally agecpt the budget with one or two amendments ; this year, whiéh was 
an exceptional one, three amendments were made. * 


The How. Basu Kaur Nara Mirrer said :—As the budget has to be 
framed before the Ist of April, itis necossury that some provision should be 
made for its preparation. So far as the ‘Town Commissioners are concerned, 
Tam sure there will be no objection to some of the Suburban Commissioners 
assisting in the passing of the budget. A 

Tho motious were put to the vote and carricd 








The Hon. Sir Hexey Uarrison said :—The Cour has now to dispose of the 
definitions, and I shall be of a short delay to look through the Bul in order 
to see whether any alterations are needed to meet the modifications which have 
been made by the Council. I wouid also ask whether it will be possible at the 
same time, supposing it should appear that any sections require reconsideration, 
to bring forward any’ such proposals. It is obvious what any uttempt to 
reconsider the whole Bill will be preposterous, but the preparation of a Bill 
of this kind is a very serious task, and no doubt there are a greut many flaws 
in it; but if any such are found between this time and tho $aBsing of the Bill, 
T hope I shall be at liberty to bring forward the 1 yy amendments for 
their correction. 


Ths Honour rus Presmunt said :—I quite that a Bill of 
this kind, after being amended in Cuancil, requires careful revision from the 
druftsinan’s point of view, to see that the amendments which have been made 
are so worded as to amalgamate and fit in with the rest of the Bill; and that 
is not the kind of work that can be done in a day. And us the hon. member in 
charge of the Bill has pointed out, it will be “well to take the opportanity of 
pointing out any errors that may exist and making suggestions for the correc 
tion of such errors. I propose that the Council be adjourned for this purpose 
for a fortnight; but for the work which the Ion. Mr. Macaulay in hand 
I shall have to ask tiie Council to mect aguin on this day week. 

The Council was udjourned to Saturday, tho dth May, L438. 
























ceognise the fac 















Caucurra, | . WILLIAM GRAIAM, 


The May, 1888. jor Asstt, Secretary to the Govt. of lengal, 
L 


islative Department. 
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Abstract of the Proceedings of the Oouncil of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
assembled for the purpose of making Laws and Hegulations under the provisions 
of the Act of Parliament 24 and 25 Viec., Cap. 67. 


Tae Council mot at the Council Chamber on Saturday, the 5th May, 1888, 
at ll aa. 





Present: 


The How. Sm Srevarr Convin Barnry, 5.0.8.1, 1. 
Governor of Bengal, presiding. 

The Hon. G. ©. Pau, C.1.8., Advveate- General. 

The Hon. Il. J. Reynowps, ¢.8.1. 

The How. C. P. L. Macaunay, ¢.1.E. 

The Lion. T. T. AtLen. 

The Hon. Str Honey Harrison, KT. 

The Ton, Sim Aurrep Ckort, K.C.1.8. 

The Hox. Banu Kant Nats Mivrer. 

Tho Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Banrrsex. 

‘The Iloy. H. Pratr. 


BENGAL MUNICIPAL ACT, III of 1884, AMENDMENT BILL. 


The Hox. Mx. Macautay presented the Report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill to umend the Bengal Municipal Act, 111 of 1884. 

The Hox. Mr. Macautay said:—By inadvertence notice was not 
inserted in the list of business of my intention to move that the Report of 
the Select Committee be taken into consideration. I ask His Honour the 
Prosidont to grant me permission under Rule VII of the Kules for the conduct 
of business to make that motion now. 





, Lieutenant. 






Tits Howovr rie Pxesiment having granted tho necessary permission— 


The Hon. Mr. Macau.ay moved that the Report of the Select Committee 
be taken into consideration in order to the settlemont of the clauses of the Bill. 

‘Lhe motion was put to the vote and i 

The Hon. Dr. Gooroo Dass Baners 
an amendment, which is sufficiently ind 
the Report of the Select Commit that at the end of section 2 of tho 
Bill, the fellowing words be added : ‘after making reasonablo compensation 
to such municipality for any loss of income resulting from such exclusion.” 
My reasons for moving this amendment are these. In the first place, tho 
exclusion of lands or buildings from tho limits of any municipality will not 
nocessarily relieve such municipality of the burdens it has to bear on account 
of such lands or buildings. For instance, it will have to maintain %1 proper 
condition the drains necessary for the surface drainage of such lands or build- 
ings. Then, aguin, it will have to maintain in proper condition the roads that 
are necessary only for the purposes of such lands or buildings. It is therefore, 
Isubmit, but fair that, whon municipalities are not likely to be relieved of 
such burdens, some compensation should’ be made. In tho next place, 
wherever there are Government buildings within the limits of a municipality, 
itis well known that the amount of income derivable from rates on such 
buildings is by no means inconsiderable; so that, ifthe exclusion of such 
lands or buildings be not compensated for by a reasonable sum paid to the 
municipality, it will suffer a sensible diminution in its income. And as 
we all know there is hardly any municipality in the mofussil the funds of 
which are more than sufficient to meet its expenses,.the result of such excl 
sion will leave municipalities to which the operation of this Bill may 
@xtended with funds insufficient for the necessary expenditure. That isa 
result which I am sure Your Honour’s Government, which has always shown 
itself most anxious to promote the cause of local self-government, and the 
hon. member in charge of the Bill, who is justly considered one of the 
best*friends of local self-government, will never desire. Nor is it the object 
of this Bill to exempt such lands or buildings from rates. The object tf ‘the. 
Bill, as far os I understand it, is to prevent any unseemly ahd inconvenjent 
collision arising between the municipal authorities and the Government; 
mental authorities in immediate charge of such buildings; and sv, far: 
concerned, it may be secured on payment of reasonable eompensaiign. 








l:—I ask permission to movo 
ated in the note I havo appended to 
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fore respectfully submit, for the indulgent consideration of tho Council, the 
amendment I have suggested. 
. The Hon. Mr. Macauray suid :—T regret Lam unable to recommend the 
Coeneil to accept thisamendment. In the first place, I think my hon. griend 
hias lost sight af a very important consideration. Whon 1 obtained leave to 
introduce the Bill, I stated that it was not intended that tho Government should 
have the power of oxcluding civil buildings and lands genorally from municipal 
taxatiqn, but that it was intended to take power valy in regard to the very 
excoptional cases of military and naval buildings. What paseible application 
then can there be of the argument that mofussil municipalities zencrally will 
Yoso their incomes? The number of municipalities to which the Lill can apply is 
extremely small. In any case I should object to the form of the amendment. 
‘This would force Government to give compensation in every case without 
exception for loss of income. Now we all know perfectly well that if lands and 
buildings exint in a municipality, they are liable to certain rares; that if. the: 
ere cxcluded, for however good a reason, there must be nloss to the muniel- 
lity. T cannot conceive, however, that the Government should in every case 
Be forced to make good the loss on account of rates on lands and buildings 
excluded. The third considcration—and I think it is one which will satisfy the 
‘Council—is that, in the case of buildings in the occupition of the Stata for 
military orfor naval purposes, the taxation is paid by the Supreme Government: 
It is not within the province of this Council to dispose of Imperial fuidse But 
TI do not suppose that my hon. friend would oxpect the Local Government 10 
pay the compensation out of Provincial funds, 

Tho Hon. rng Apvocare-Gexrean said:—Tho proposil seems to moe to 
imply that the ayscssment on Government lands and buildings is an unfair 
assessment, and unduly made ata very much higher rate than those lands 
and buildings ought t» be rated. 1t is suggested if there had_been an equable 
assessment, there would have been no objection raised, Consequently tho 
objection seems to me to resolve itself into this. A municipality has obfained 
a large benefit by the accidental inclusion of that which ought to Lave 
been originally excluded. The mistake having been discovered, the Goyern- 
ment should clearly be relieved by excluding such lands and buildings from 
municipal limits. The burden having been once cast on the Goverament, the 
argument that it should not be altered, cxcept on payment of compensation, 
soems to mo fallacious. 

His Honour rie Presipenrsaid:—I may just say one thing in regard to 
what has been touched upon by my hon. friend to the left (Mr. Macaulay), and 
that is, that the original proposal of the Govermnent of India was to take 
power to exclude all buil ys and lands in the occupation of the Government, 
of whatever kind, from municipal limits. Mow far that might have been justified 
on financial grounds, [ am not ina position to suy, because the letter of 
the Goverriment of India docs not discussit. It was }uton th> ground that 
in all other Municipal Acts in the different provinces in India similar power 
istaken. But it was partly on account of the financial effects which might havo 
followed to such exclusion that I requested the Government of India to 
confine their proposal to what soemed to me strictly unobjectionable and 
necessary, namely, to buildings which arc in the possession of tho Government 
for military or naval purposes. As to theso, Ido not think the question of 
compensation can very well ari Certainly I do not think it arises in the 
particnlar instance which gave riso to the Bill. But if it were to arise, the 

westion is one which I think had much better be dealt with by the Local 
Govetincer then by bandons-fast law, because it certainly ‘may be the 
case that there ought to be no compensation, and the amendment ‘proposed 
leaves no possibility of avoiding payment in such acase. It ussumos that 
colitpensation is to bo given in every case. The other argument touched 
upon by my hon. friend, namely, that we have no power to deal with Im- 
i tanas, is of course well understood by the Council, and I do think 
that, in order to remove Imperial buildings from the governance of munici- 
palities—and 1 do not believe there are mere than two in the whole province— 
it will be very hard that the Provincial funds should pay compensation. , 
motion was put to the vote and negatived. 

‘The. Hon. “Mn. Macauuay said:—Although the Council has adopted my 

and. taken the Report of the Select Committce into consideration, 
yaghrunder the Rules the Bill might at once be passed, I ask per- 
6 that motion till the next meeting of the Council. 
the Bill be vassed was accordingly postponed. 
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HOWRAH BRIDGE ACT, IX OF 1871, AMENDMENT BILL. 


‘Tho Hon. Mr. Macautay asked permission to muke a reprosentation te 
the Council on a subject not on the notice paper regarding the amendment 
of tho Howrah Bridge Act. He said :—At the mecting before last, I obtained 
permission to introduce the Bill, and I proceeded in the ordinary course to 
prepare a Statement of the Objects and Keusons, and these were in course of 
circulation for consideration at the lust mecting, when a telegram was received 
which intimated that the Government of Indian had certain objections to offer 
to the Bill. The circulation of the papers was accordingly stopped, and it 
was considered desirable, before placing the matter further before the Council, 
to await the letter of the Government of India, and to sce what objections 
reilly were taken. hat letter has just been received, but there has been no 
time to prepare an amended Statement of Objects and Reasons. ‘The Govern- 
ment of Jndia has tuken objection to the third proposal in the Bill to make 
over from the surplus bridge funds two lakhs of rupees to assist the Calcutta 
Municipality in making wu road from the bridge to the Sealdah Railway station. 
The Government of India object to this on two grounds—first, they do not 
think the Calcutta Muni has any claim to share in the surplus, which 
has been in the main contributed fromthe general funds of thy East Indian 
Railway by the terminal charges on goods and pussongers carriod by them; but 
even if that were desirable, the Government of India are of opinion that it would 
be more prudent, in view of possible dangers which might arise from the tem- 
porary nature of the bridge, that the whole of the surplus should be added to the 
resorve fund. We must of course defer to the decision of tho Goverument of 
India, and it is thercforo necessary to bring in a Bili differently constructed. 
I think in the circumstances that it will conduce to the despatch of business if 
the Council will now reccive the Bill as it has boen prepared, with the Statement 
of Objects and Reasons, and rofer it to a Select Committee, and leave it to the 
Select Committee to make the necessary alterations in accordance with the wishos 
of the Governmont of India. Tho reason why I press this on the Council is 
that, until the Local Government is invested with the necessary power, local tolls 
must go on being levied. The Howrah Bridgo A ing made tho levy of 
local tolls compulsory, the Jevy of such tolls must continue untilan Act is passod 
and sanctioned by the Government of India. T therefore ask that the Bill be 
now read in Council. 

Hrs Hoxova rus Pursipen said :—L have given permission to bring this 
matter before tho Council, and will be guided by their opinions as to the 
action to be taken. ‘The position seems to be this—that the present Bridge 
Act as it stands does not permit the local tolls being taken off without fresh 
legislation, At the same time the Act declares that these tolls are to be in 
force until the requisito sum is accumulated. That sua has now been accuma- 
lated, and we are going on levying tolls, which, us my hon. friend explained, 
ought, to a certain extent at all Gvents, to be taken off at once, and the sooner 
the better. For that reason, instoud of postponing the reading of the Bill, 
I thought it necessary to bring the question b-fore tie Council; and what tho 
Council will have to consider is, first, whether the Bill may bo read now and 
referred to a Select Committee, and then whether the procedure suggested, 
namely, that the cutting out of the third section, which deals with the grant of 
two lakhs of rupees to the Calcutta Municipality for the purpose of construct- 
ing the new road, may be dealt with by the Select Committee. ‘lhesv are 
the peints which the Council will havo to consider. If any hon. mombers 
object to tho proposed facilities being now given; that will be a point for 
consideration. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. es 

‘The Hon. Mx. Macautay also moved that the Bill be referred to a Select 
Conimittec, consisting of the Hon. Mr. Reynolds, the Ho. Babu Kali Neth 
Mitter, the Ilon. Mr. Pratt, and the Mover, with instructions to report upon it 
at the next sitting of the Council. 

The motion was put to the vote and carried. 


'Yhe Council was adjourned to-Saturday, tho 12th May,.1888. 
Caucorra ; > ©. H. REILY,: 


i 






















































The 15th Mry, 1888. Asatt. Seordtury: a 
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REPORT OF THE OHEMICAL EXAMINER TO GOVERNMENT FOR 1887. 


RESOLUTION. 
MEDICAL. 
Hated Culcutla, the 7th May 18%8. 
Reap— 
* A lottor from the Inspector-Gonoral of Civil Hospitals, No. 2596, dated the 3rd April 
1888, forwarding the Report of the Chemical Examiner for the year 1887. 
Road also— 
The Report for 1886 and the Resolution recorded on it. 

‘Thero has been some delay in the receipt of the report from the Inspector- 
General of Civil Hospitals, due to tho fact that Dr. Warden, the Chemical 
Examiner, submitted it 25 days aftor it was due. 

2. The number of analyses performed during tho year under report was 
2,402 against 2,286 in 1886. The following table shows the general nature of 
the work done during tho year compared with that of tho previous year :— 

Medivo-legal— 














1886, 1887. 
Human viscera tested for poison 266 283 
Auimal ditto ditto * 157 119 
Fowls ditto ditto : ‘ 8 5 
Substances suspocted to be or to contain poison, 
including cattle-poison a S 634 594 
Articles tested for blood stains sie 148 180 
Ditto for seminal stains... he 37 bt 
Articles tested for purity and quality — 
Potable water wax 71 AT 
Votroloum and inflammable oils 103 212 
Limo-jnico ve i 9 16 
Opiuni, confiseatod is 55 1 
»» from the Board of Revenue, Lower Pro- 
vinoes es ses we ties 4 4 
Salt 8 9 
Ghee * . 30 10 
Spirit for deloterious adultorations —... a 44 8 
Spirit determinations for tho Collector uf Customs 104 139 
Small Arms Ammunition Factory, Dum-Dum fe 400 402 
Fort William Arsenal a3 22 





Ishapore Gunpowder and Cossipore Sholl Mae 





tories is 10 3 
Medical Store Departmont ee 4 1s 
Telograph Store ,, S 8 
Commissnriat % ae 96 
‘Army Clothing ,  Alipore a. 2 
Other departments ae tae 112 


10 


Total 





8. There was an increase of 116 cases in tho number of analyses per- 
formed during the year under review. ‘I'wenty reports were also submitted on 
technical questions t» departments under the Imperial and Bengal Governments. 
The increase in analytical work was mainly under the following hends: articles 
tested for blood and seminal stains, petroleum, opium confiscated, Commissariat 
and other departments. There was a dimiuution urder other heads, namely, 
human and animal viscera tested for poison, suspected substances, potublo water, 
ghee, spirit for deleterious adulteration, Telegraph Stores, and Army Clothing 
Department. . 5 
_ 4 Tho number of medico-legal examinations was 1,180 against 1,250 
in 1886 and 1,487 in 1885. Among theso the most important were those 
of hunan viscera; in 14:6 per cent. of thusc examined arsenic and in 
2 per, cent. opium was detected while other poisons were found in 6 per 
sent. of the cases. Poison was thus detected, in 44°6 per cent. of the vgscera 
Agninet 42-48 por cont. in 1866. here is a decrcaso in the nunaber of 
Cases ins which arsenic was detected, but the number for the last threo years 
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(LS) ia _ve much jerger than in eny other similar period pince 1875: 
iad 1880-81 to 1882-83 only 72 such  oaiae were discovered. e increase 
is probably largely due to the fact that during tho last four years a far 
larger ‘proportion of tho posé-mortems have been conducted by highly qualified 
officers than was formerly the case. In 1832-83 Hospital Assistants held 
49 per cont. of post-mortem cxaminations against 3-4 per cont. in 1487; 201 
substances suspected to be cattle-poisons were examined against 141 in 183) 
and in 133 cases against 115 last year poisons were detected, 119 dnimal 
viscora were oxamified against 157 in 1886, and arsenic was detected in 76-9 
per cent. of thoso examined against 75°79 in 1886. A large number of 
samples of petroleum were tested, and in every case satisfiod the royuireaments 
of the Petroloum Act A very much smaller numbor (10) of samples of ghee 
were tested in 1887 than in 1536, and only in three cases were the aamples 
found to ‘be adulterated. . 

6. Dr. Warden has continued te investigete the properties of indigenous 
dmge, aod bos also suceceded in ieotating from Hubelia cites an acid which 
appeam ho be its active principle. 

6 Dr. Warden's on tho abject of experiments in conneetion 
with tube wells is awaited by the Lieutenant-Governor. 

_ %. ke thanks of the Lieutenant-Governor are due to Dr. Warden for 
his concise but fubl report, and for the good svork he has done during the 
year. The Lieutcnant-Governor also notices with satisfaction the high 
terms in which Dr. Warden spoaks of the work done by Assistant Surgoon 
Taraprasana Ray and Baboo Ram Uhandra Datta. 








By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


J. WARE EDGAR, 
Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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AMENDED FORM OF RENT RECEIPT UNDER THE BENGAL 
TENANCY AOT, 1885. 








REVENUE DEPARTMENT—LAND REVENUE. 
Calcutta, the 10th Bay 1888. 
RESOLUTION. 
Reap— 


A memorial, dated the 29th March, 1886, from Maharajah Sir Jotendro Mohan Tagoro, 
on the anbjeat of the particulars to be ontered in the furm of rent receipt prescribed 


by the Benga’ Tenarcy Act, 1835. 
A letter to the Board of Revenue, No. 1120—45€T.R, dated the Bist March, 1886, 


communicating the instractions of Govern-nent on the above subject. 

A letter’ from tho Board of Revenue, No, 236B, dated the 29th February, 1888, sup- 
porting a proposal of the Collector of Backergungy that the words’ “ particulars 
of the holding” should be omitted from the form of rent receipt. 

Tae form of receipt for reut introduced by the Bongal Tenancy Act 
contains in two places the phrase “ particulars of the holding,” as a gencral 
heading, against which no entyics arc to be made, its object boing merely to 
introduco the subordinate headings as to area and rent. In the memorial 
quoted in the preamble, it was represented to Government by Maharajah 
Sir Jotendro Mohan Tagore that this was not understood by his tonants, 
who declined in many cases to pay rent unless their status as occupancy 
ryots, or ryots at a’ fixed vent, was entered in the recoipt against the 
goneral heading specified above. Tho misunderstanding proved to be very 
general, and in many places it Ied to a suspension in the payment of rent. 
With a view to remove the misapprehension, the Board of Revenue, under 
the instructions of the Lieutenant-Governor, issued a Circular to Commis- 
sioners aud Collectors in April, 1886, requesting thom to explain to the 
public the true meaning of the law. The measuro produced the immediate 
effect desired, and the complaints as to the withholding of rents on the ground 
that the position of the tenant was not specified in the receipts ceased for the 
time. But the Collector of Backergungo has reported that the ryots are still 
misied by the form of reevipt, and the Board of Revenue recommend that, to 
remove all future doubt, it bo amended by the omission of the words which 
have been misconstrued. 

2. The Lieutcnant-Governor approves this alteratiou, which does not in 
any way affect the meaning or substance of the receipts; and in exercise of the 
power conferred upon him by clause 3, section 56 of tho Bengal ‘Tenancy 
Act, lke sanctions the accompanying modificd form for gei use. AS 
considerable stocks of copies of the form as at present authorized probably 
exist, it isdirected that the form now sanctioned shall be introduced from 

© In April 1889. the commencement of the next agricultural year, 
Pac ici that is to say, where the Bengali year prevails, 
from the first day of Bysack,* where the Fasli and Amli year prevails, from 
the first of Assin, and, where any othor year prevails for agricultural purposes, 
from the commencement of that year. 

Orpen.—Ordered that a copy of tho foregoing Resolution be forwarded 
to the Board of Revenue for information and guidance, and for communication 
tothe Commissioners of Divisions and District Officers. 

Ordered also that this Resolution be published in the Calcutta Gazette for 


General information. 




















By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
P. NOLAN, 


Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 


1060 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 16, 1888, 























PO aye yom>e oN 9 pope 
ea 


“EySalosze pepo a 


uompesay pur awol 243 10 avok omy SuBy>oy 





at jot 


- 








I 
nage pastionyne 87 20 ploppUun] Ot: 57 Aa 



































ange, “ay ‘wae LOM oT GN 
i 820 ie See “sq ‘wom poo) —— 
a — nga i ca 
= Z 
es a hee) ‘eq ‘my 
ls a 
soig, } imac oid 0g) 
suqitg ‘pyny ? wont PYM 
"Jo wos ¢ oUUE ByuBUAT, f ‘Jo wos ¢ 
suey} t oop £ Chak ae vauyy £ oom 
qooos Jo aoqamne peueg 900 p aqme yes] 


“9881 “LOV AONVNGL IVONGE 


(NOMLUOd SENVNAD . (NOLLHOd SCUOTaNVD 








“LATSO7 40 WYO ‘TATION 40 WHO 











“9981 ‘LOV AONWNGL IVONGE 






































































































SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 16, 1888 
nee 2 ~ 
am06 yo ven09 
Pas 
i cil eee ee eee 2 
Ld Pox . 
Paes eee ! 
i caw Me away, 
gi se 
: “oa: 
= wok go Jun0> 
Aya — 
S| 3 
ail (aneree 
q my = = - ca ae 
a 2, : 
> E _ it cebiici ss us ee 
= |~ [See 
— feeegd ets 
Hy 
as 
ges 
Rea 
ts | 
ff i 
. a eee ee area | 
ace he ye sen tal 











1062 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALOUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 16, 1888. 











RHSOLULION ON THE ANNUAL REPORT ON THE WORKING OF AOT I 
OF 1882, THR INLAND EMIGRATION AOT, IN THE DISTRIOT OF 


CHITTAGONG DURING THE YEAR 1887. 


GENERAL DEPARTMENT—INLAND EMIGRATION. 
Calcutta, the 12th May 1888. 
RESOLUTION. 


Reap— 

Memorandum No. 839GM, dated the 8rd April 1888, from the Commiesioner of the 
Chittagong Division, and enclosed reports from the Magistrate of Chittagong 
and the Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, respectively, 
on the working of the Inland Emigration Act I’ of 1882 during the year 
1887, J 

The most marked feature in the reports on the working of the Inland 
Emigration Act during the year 1887 is the great falling off in the number 
of labourers employed under its provisions. These amounted to 915 in 1884, 
they declined to 723 in 1885, to 717 in 1886, and have now been reduced to 
433. The Comuissioner has on previous occasions recommended the with- 
drawal of the Chittagong district and the Chittagong Hill Tracts from the 
operation of the Act, which has nover been introduced in any other part 
of Bengal, and ho now observes thut the system is apparently dying a natural 
death. This is literally true of the Till Tracts, where no labourers were 
employed under the Act during the year, and the obsorvation applies in great 
measure to the district of Chittagong also, Tho result is gratifying, inasmuch 
as itis not connected with any decline in the tea industry, but indicates a disposi- 
tion on the part of planters to rely upou kindness and fair treatmont for 
retaining the services of their labourers rather than upon penal contracts. 
In the Resolution on the report for the year 1885 it was stated that in view of 
the falling offin the number of labourers it appeared that the time was approach- 
ing, but had not then arrived, when exceptional provisions for the exccution 
of labour contracts would be unnecessary in Chittagong and in the Chittagong 
Will Tracts. The furiher decline now reported affords a suitable opportunity 
for the roconsideration of the subject, and the Commissioner will be asked to 
report, alter consulting those best qualified to advisc, whether it is desirabie 
te continue the operation in those districts of the clauses of the Act which are 
applicable only to “ labour districts,” as defined in the law. 

2. The death-rate among contract coolies was favourable, only 1:82 
pr cent. against 2°39 in the previous year. It appears that the labourers 
in the gardens, those under the Act as well as others, are well provided for in 
respect of lodging, drinking-water, and medical attendance. There were 16 
reported desertions; two of the deserters were punished under sevtivn 176 af 
the Act, most of the others being discharged with a warning at: the request 
of their employers. The work of inspection appears to have been done 
thorouzhly when gardens were visited, but in some cases u¥ inspection 
was made, the number of contract labourers being so few. This illustrates 
the inconvenience of working the Act where the labourers under its provi- 
sions constituto a small minority among a large number of free coolies; 
the inspecting officer, who is the Joint-Magistrate of Chittagong, has either 
tospend much time to little purpose in travelling to gardens where theme 
may be only two or three labourers under engagements, or to neglect a safo- 


guard contemplated hy the Act, 
By order of the Lieutenant-Governor af Bengal, 
P. NOLAN, 
Seoretary to the Government of Bengal. 
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DISTRICT ROAD FUND. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
Gexenan—Roap Cras, 
Dated Calcutta, the 10th May 1888. 
No. 1938R.C. 


Reap— . 

. Lerrer from the Accountant-General, Bengal, No. 47 L. F., dated Ist May 188%, 
anbmitting an abstract of the receipts and expenditure of the several District Road Com- 
mittees in Bengal for the quarter ending the 31st December 1887. 


Resorvtion.—Tio Lieutenant-Governor directs that the accounts of the 
receipts and expenditure of the several District Road Committees for the’ third 
quarter of the year 1887-88 be published in the Culcutta Gazetfe and circu- 
lated to the officers concerned. 

Orper—Ordored that a copy of this Resolution, together with a copy of 
the abstract of receipts and expenditure, be published in the Supplement to 
the Culeutls Gazette. 

Ordered also that a copy of this Itesolution, and of the absttact referred 
to, be forwarded to the Commissioners of the Rajshahye, Bhugulpore, Chiita- 
gong, and Chota Nagpore Di Superintending Engineers of the 








sions; to the Suy 
Eastern and Western Circles; and to the Financial Department of this Govern- 
ment, for information. 





By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


W. B. BESTIC, 


Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 
P. W. Dept. 
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The Tth April 1988, 
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E. T. ATKINSON, 


Accountant-Qeneral, ‘Bengal. 
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Tar subjoined report is published for genoral information. 


W. B. BESTIC, . 
Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal, 


P. W. Dept. 
QUARTERLY INSPECTION OF THE KIDDERPORE DOOK WORKS. 


Fourrn Reporv. 
Dated Calcutta, the 7th May 1883. 
From—T. H. Wickes, Es3., and IL. Crosrs, Vaa., 
To—The Socretary to the Government of Bengal, Public Works Department. 

We have the honour to report that, in accordance with the orders of the 
Government of Bengal, No. 415 Mno. of the 21st ultimo, we made tho fourth 
quarterly inspection of the Kidderpore Docks on the 2nd instant. 

9. “The usual tabular statement and index plan showing the work done 
during the quarter, and the total amount oxecuted from the commencoment 
of the work, which have been prepared by the Superintending Enginoor 
in charge of the Docks, are already with Goverament 

3. ‘The state of the works on the 3lst of March last was as follows :— 

TEMPORARY WORKS AND PLANT. 

‘The tramway along the bank of the Boat Cunal, for connecting the 
Fastern Bengal Railway near Ballygange with the docks and Akra brick-fields 
(which was referred to in our last report), was pushed on, but was not complet- 
od during the quarter under report. 

PERMANENT WORKS. 

Sixty feel loek.—The portion of the lock nearest tho river was oxeavated 
to its full depth, and the masonry foundation was in hand; considerable 
progress was made with the middle portion which was commenced in tho 
provious quarter; and the end nearest the tidal basin was also founded. 
During the quarter, 553,000 cubic feet of earth were removed, and 270,000 
cubie fect of masonry built. Altogether more than half the carthwork ‘and 
one-sixth of the masonry have been executed. 

Tidal basin.—The foundations of the south-cast and south-west corner cf 
tho tidal basin were successfully lnid. Up to dato 42 per cent. oft he quay walls 
have been founded; and more than one-third of the whole of the masonry 
and carthwork completed. 

Dick No. 1—About 1,096 running fect of quay wall wero founded, and 
the masonry of the portions previously commenced were proceeded with ; 
1,015,000 cubie fect of masonry were built, und 1,115,000 cubic feot of earth 
moved; inall nearly two-thirds of the ontire length of quay wall’have been 
founded. and about half the masonry and one-third of the total ainount of 
earthwork excevted. 

Boat caual—Vhe excavation for this work was proceeded with, and- 
7,922,000 cubic feet of earthwork oxecuted during the quarter, making in all 
about 46 per cont, of the total amount. 

Expenditure.—Tho total expenditure up to the end of the quarter was 
Rs. Based, of which Rs. 62,60,534 were for works and Rs. 22,08,657 
for land. 








SANITARY. 

The health of the work-people continued satisfactory. The average 
number employod was 11,012, amongst whom 49 deaths, are reported to have 
occurred, boing equivalent to a death, rate of 17:8 per thousand per annum. 

' GENERAL REMARKS. i 

We consider that the progress on the works which have been taken in 
band has boen extremely satisfactory; and that, so far as we could judge from 
8 quarter! inspection, the arrangements were good and the quality of the 
work all that could bé desired. 
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Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the Crops, 


Statement showing Rainfall, Weather, and State and Prospects of the orops in the different diatriots of 
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Weather—cxccedingly hot, with light wind from fouthwast. Plomghing amd 
arly rice and jute sowinge in progrows, Hain wauted. Prospects false 
Price of common rice 23 seers por rupee. 








Weather—seasonable. Rain hus helped plonghing. i, sugnroane, Borodhan, 
oktan aot inigo. are dein well." No apoio “lingo Ya tbo ok 
market. 

Woathor—clondy, attended with oreasional wind and rain, Planting of eager 

av and ploughing continuy, Priev stationary, © 





Wenther—warm, with occasional showvrs, Zoro harvest vow complete. 
Ploughing for amun going ou under facorable elrcumstanece, 





Weather—sosronable. Ploughing amd sowing aro mew going on briskly. 
‘Proupects are guod #0 fat. 3 





State and prospects of crops guod. More raia wanted- 





Wonthar—very hot and no brooz, Tid promisor well. Foro rieo being 
harvested. Jute and axe rivo being sown, and cultivation progressing. 
Weathor—very hot. Sowing of dham and indigu guiug on. Harvesting of 


boro nearly complete. 





Weather —hot land elondy at intervale, Aue and amun dian aro b 
{io somo placrs que bus come up und doing well. State of indigo au 
cane good. 


Weather—sultry. Jute and dkados doing well. More sanshine required. 
Half the bhadox dian hax licen sow 

Weather —cool and wuliry hy turn. Sa 
bat on low funds retarded by r 
sugareane good. Common rice wells al 
Beauteal and aa rauels ns 80 avers al places in 

Chena boing hurvosted. Lands being prepared for 
floarishing. 





fing of aus and amun till going om, 

of jute, 4%, and 
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‘Weather—soasonable, State and prospects of crops excellent. 


WWouthor—alternataly bright and clondy. Prowpeeta of crops gon. Rico and 
jute coutng up well 

Weittorclouly and unsottled, bnt very alight rin, Prospects fairly good, 
‘Sowiog of axéaman erypcontitie : 

Weather thot and clouly.” Plongiing and sowing in progress. Broepeaty of 
rope gout. No change in tho sce market 
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‘Weather—hot. Prospects of crops good. 
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Wonther—seasonable. Dania aus being sown. Pricos unchanged. 

Weather—very lot. Sowine of as continues. Prospects favourable. 

Weather—dry nnd seasviable; occasionally @ storm, with more or Ieee rain, 
comes up generally at night. Tate heasy rain las dono scme ‘harm to 
chitlien aud other crop, bit weathor hex heen \d probably the 
Aamage will be found tw have heen alight. Agricultural operations, are in 
Full swing, unl prospects are not vnfavouiabl 

Weather —unwetiled, but oxcossiv oly hot throughout tho work, Sowing in fume 

send realy sown are germinating, Plating of wogesace now 

cote are appearing. Cutting of tobacco over. 

Weuther—bot nnd stormy. Karly rico ia being sown. Juma aro being colt 
vated, Chillics are being gathered. : 

















threshing and wiunowing completed Ficls 
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Prices stationary. 
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There was a short but aevere storm with Tail on 92h. Werther cooler since, 
Sowing af @hodos erope in in progrea in north, Mango ervp further 
dainaged. Lndigo improving, Sogereane doing well 








‘Weathor—warin; cloudieen still. All crops doing well. dghani sowing in 
‘progrens. % 


Weather—fine with ocensions clouds, Harvesting of boro play contivaes. 
“Bhadoi sowivge going on, Som injury to Boro evap by hail repord from 
hanas Shibgnnige and Gouwatapur. Ochor erope doing well, we. there hae 
Tet tvin moro or lesa theooghout the district, Coinuiom ‘rice selling at 
an average of 28 avers per Tupe. 

Weatlier— hot.” Onc sharp storm! with wind and hail on the 7th. Baia in east 
hhavdiy any. in southe none in Deoghar. 

igre teed rain bully on Deoghor side. Zorodhan snd indigo 
1, Ploughing bogus. 
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Wanted for ncxt cron throughout the district, Dalwa rice being larvested. 
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Weathor cneasinabien "Rain an trgent'y. nesded for sowing serad_orops. 
‘Dalua eryp instill, being burvested. "Counnon rica, 23 seers. 6 chittagke 
percrupre ide Sadderaubalvision wi 29 seers 14 chiteacks in tho Khoorda 


Aub-divicion. ‘The Subalivisional Offeer of Khoorda reporta "take, springs, 
and wells dzying’ up everywhere, and great inconvenience experienced ix 
muy places for wont of water, Oki and weakly cxtile are dying for want 


of pasture and water.” i 
Weathor—hot. Baiu much wanted. Ploughiog und sowing of rice in progress. 





Weather—hot and dry. Sugarcane doing well. Mango promising, ands 
Veli proper for Somingreopa, Prion OF foodgraine” rang In erate 
trans 5 

Slight rain on the 8th Weather noW very hot. Moro rain urgently wanted. 
No rrops to roport on. ip! 

Wootberrain hve inde it cooler, but tte til! vory muggy. No. crops te 
Tepito La bing lobed and bighlnd ie bang sown Sn me 

iuccs whore gain ue boon outtelast 

Weathor—hot, with east winds Rain hee done good, and fekia axe being 
‘prepared fr cultivation.  Sugnrenne plants aro beginulog to sprozt 








Published for geueral information. 


Oaxcurta, Revenox Durr, ; 
“Phe 16th May 1883 ~ 


P. Novan. 
Bray. 10-the, Gopt. of Bengal, 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Alipore Observatory from 


6th to 12th May 1888. 
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The mean pressure of the weven days ee os i 29772 
‘The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, 8. G.’s Office 29-676 
Hoare, 
‘The total numbor +f hours of bright sunshine . 608 
‘The maximum possible number of hours of sunshiue 915 
fe} 
‘The mean temperature of the seven days we ss “ 860 
‘The average temperature of the corresponding poriod for 24 years, 8. G.’s Ottice 85-4 
‘The extreme variation of temperature me es 28 
The maximum temperature em 955 
tea 
‘The highest velocity of the wind in one hour ... ous cs x 4 
Iba. 
‘The highest pressure of wind on one square foot te is os 7 
. ‘te 
‘The mean relative humidity oe ze : oe va 
* The average relative humidity of the eorresponding period for 24 years, 8. G.’s Office 74 
Aokes, 
‘The total fall of rain from 6th to 12th May 1888 aa oh Nil. 
‘The average fall of the corresponding periud for 24 years, 8. G's Office Vu 
‘The total fall from Ist January to 12th May 1888 ter 9-09 
O44 


‘The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, 
‘The mean pressure, temperature, &0., are deduced from the tra 





of the Barog: 








ph and Thermograph. 


‘The maximum and minimuro temperatures are obtained from self-registeriug thermometers, All the 
thermometers are verified, and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
‘ew Observatory. ‘They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, aud arc suspended four feet 


above the ground. 
barometer readings 
formariy at the Sarveyor-General’s Office. 





corrected approximately to those of the standard Newman’s No. #6, 


‘The hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in the 


Office, and based on Reguault’s modifications of August’s formula, 


‘The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the trace of a Beckley’s anemograph. 


‘The month of the rain-gange is one foot above the ground. 
© verenst. o xloomv. Ir lightning reflection, t thunder, = dew, < lightning. 
‘A. Pepurr, 





‘Mitaoatitoarcan Orrica; Gove. or ipa ; 
aldfettnsithe 14th May 1888. 


For Offg. Meteorological Reporier to the Govt. of India. 
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Table of Rainfall recorded at ‘Statiuns 
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‘Table of Rainfall recorded at Statin 
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== 
Bengal for the month of April 1888—vorcluded. 
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SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL. OBBERVATIONS- 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATION: 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL 1888. ; 


Tax month of April in Bengal is noticeable as being almost the hottest of the whale 
year, and it is usually characterised by steadily increasing temperature, with decreasing prel, 
Sure, the decreasing pressure being brought ubout by a series of oscillations, in which the 
downward movement is greater than the upward, Hot weather storms or nor’-westers are 
gencrally rather frequent in this month, For some days hefore they occur the barombter 
falls steadily, and sotautitues largely in Bongal, and probably over Northern India, The 
most and fairly cool southerly or sea winds, blowing across the Bengal and Orissa coats 
also increase in force. At the same time hot dry westerly and north-westerly winds blow' 
steadily from Central India over a cousiderable part of the west and centre of the provinae, 
while moist easterly winds also blow dowa the Assam Valley. Bengal thus becomes 0 focus 
towards which these three wind systems, opposed in charactor and direction, converge, and it 
is apparently by their interaction that the usual hot weather storms are formed., At such 
periods pressure oscillates rather rapidly, and the changes at neighbouring stations are nu- 
equal, showing that the atmosphero is in a disturbed state, and more or less numerons 
thunderatorms with rain ocenr. Each storm is generally confined to a narrow area, and its 
existence is brief, and so fur na is known they do not travel, as violent atorms, more than about 
80 or 40 miles. ‘Whose storms form tne only aource of rain in Bengal during April. The 
rainfall brought by these storms is therefore very irregularly distribu'ed ; but, roughly speak~ 
ing, the falls are greatest in the districts of Hast and North Bengal borderinz on the Hima- 
layas, and in the Assam an! Arakan Hills, while the rainfall is least in the western districts 
ly, and in Behar and Central Bengal. ‘Chas the normal rainfall in Nast and North 
Yanes from about two and-a-half to three acd-a-half inches ; in South-West Bengal 
it is ahout two inches ; nQrissa rather more than un inch, while iu Behar aud Chutia} Nag- 
pur it equals adout half an inch. 1 sa 

Metearalogy of the month—The meteorvlogicul conditions of the first few days of April 
call for no remark, except that they were of normal hot weather character. A few rain showers 
ceeurred on the 8rd and 4th, due to small loval storms in a few of tho districts uf Orissa, 
South-West Bengal and Chutia Nagpar, but they were of no practical importance. From 
‘the 4ch up to the 7th again was a period of fairly normal conditions, but un the latter 
date nor’-westers occurred st about three stations in Kast Bengal. 

Dacca was one of the stations at which a nor’-wester occurred on the evening of the 7th 
April; but while the nor’-weatcr wasin progress at ubont 7 o'clock in the evening, this xtatinn 
was visited hy a most violent and fierce tornado, which caused great destruction of life and 
property. A detailed account of this noticeable storm has been prepared, and has been read 
Defore the Asiatic Society of Bengal at their meeting on May 2nd; the meteorvlogical portion 
of the paper having been contrinuted by the Officiating Meteorological Reporter, and the 
actual account of the starm by Dr. Crombie, Civil Surgeon of Dacea. ‘The paper in question 
will bo shortly published in the Journal of the Society, so that it is only necessary at presoat 
to allude somewhat bricfly to the storm. 

‘The meteorological “couditions of the province on the Gtk, 7th and 8th of April, when 
diseased in derul, show that the three more or lvss opposed wind systema, such dv have been 
previously rcfertud tu, were present in a pronounced form in Bengal. On the Gth au extremely 
dry knd bot westerly wind was blowing over the western, central, and part of the northera 
districts of the provinge. Strong, very moist and comparatively cool southerly winds were 
Vlowing across the Bey deing partly converted by interaction with the Westerly 
winds ints» souus-westerly current, while a cool moist casterly wind was blawiug dowu the 
Assam Valley, On this day also there was an extremely feeble low-presaure area existing 
over: parts of Western Wengal and Chutia Nagpur, and which was travelling in a 
north-easterly dires On the 7th,» large ivercase in the area occupied by 
tho ' moist southerly winds was noticed, and it is ciear that = considerable increase 
nitst hiaVe taken lace in their strength, or a corresponding decrease in the strength of the 
dry westerly winds, though the former is more probably the casc. Ou this day also the 
fechle urea of low pressnre had moved iu a uorth-eusterly direction, and was in Central 

_ Bengal. ‘The advance of the moist southerly winds was, however, very temporary ; and by the 
morning of the 8th they bad driven back even further then they had advanced on the 
7th, and bot dry westerly winds obtained over a very large part of the proviuec. The lowe 

pressure area on this day had again advanced in a north-easterly direction, and was in North 

engal, ‘There must have been, therefore, on the 7th April a very large amount of 
juteraction going ou between these two opposing wind systema, each apparently struggling 
to #érce back the other, until the cool moist current, which had up to the morning of the 
ith rapidly udvauced, was still more rapidly avd completely forced backed by the hot'dry 
westerly wind, 

The conditions, therefore, which existed in Central and North Bengal on the day of 
the formation of the Dacca tornado, were a large amount of interaction, which was probably 
iovh rapid and rather viviont, hevween two wind systems blowiug in different directions, and 
totally bpposed in characters of temperature aud humidity ; second, violent coptreste.gaf’ 
iempcrature aud hnmidity at ueighbouring stations of the same area ; aud third, the ° 
of a feeble area of low pressure through the province in a north-eastetly direction... It was.to 
the south-east of the line of advance’ ‘of the feeble low-pressure area, and trdhe soutts 































































































SUPPLEMENT TO THE OALOUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 16, 1888. 1079 











east of the violent contrists of temperature and humidity, that thetornado was formed. It tay 
here be remarked that in the United States it has been found conditions such as have been 
above described almost iuvariably precede or accompany the formation of tornadoes. A 

liarity in the case of the Dacca tornado appears to be that it visited that station while 
an actual nor’-wester was in progress, and this would, perhaps, tend to slow that the meteoro- 
logical conditions in Bengal, which are usually only followed by ordinary nor -westers, may, 
with the addition of some other cause or causes of which at prevent nothing is known, and 
which perhaps be more or less of an accidental nature, also produce tornadocs ; but if such 
is the case it is fortunate for Bengal that the necessary combination of circumstances is rare, 
and does not occur more than once in about five or ten years. 

+ The following is a very brief abstract of the excellent and gxhaustive account of the 
Dacca tornudo, which has been prepared by Dr. Crombic, and which will’shortly be published, 
#8 before stated, by the Asiatic Society of Bengal :— 

Dr. Crombie firat dixcnases the action which a storm, with winds gyrating in direction 
opposite to the ands of a watch, would have on obstacles in ita path, and proves that the storm 
in question was’ a tornado, with winds rotating from right to left (¢g., against the hands of 
a watch) by taking up its actién in one part of its course on the Buckland Bund close to 
the Nawab’s paiace, and shows also how, by the position of the objects thrown down, the 
precise track of the veutre of thy storm canbe proved. It sppears the tornado begaa ite 
destructive course soon after soven in the evening of the 7th of April nt the extreme west 
end of the municipal limits of Dacca, ‘fhe first clear signs of the rotaing nature of the 
tempest occur in au orchard to the north-east of Fakrnika musjeed, where there is a clump 
of plantain trees thrown dows und twisted ia all directious, aud even in i's firet manifestu- 
tions it is cloar that the storm was of great violonee. The vortex commenced to 
travel in @ south-casterly direction between the old river bed and the road rauning 
parallel to it, destroying every kufcha hut in this portion -f Dacca. In ita passage 
eastward it gradually edged more and more towards tho old river bed, and when it 
was opposite the Elephant. Ghat the vortex was actually in the bed of the river, and 
it appeared as if it would have moved iu the direction of least resistance, and would pass 
out into the open maidan, lying to tho south of Nawabgunge. Suddouly, however, the 
vortex moved to the uorth, aud was met with winds of hurricane force, apparently quite 
separate from the true torusdo, and blowing from the north, the track of which was not 
more than 60 paces across, avd which wore very local. Having advaucod a short distance in a 
north.easterly direction, it again turned towards the south-eust. Up to this time the 
tornado does not seom to have had power to destroy pucea masonry buildings, though 
it had destroyed very numerous buts, trees, &c. It, however, here passed into the maiden 
to the south of Lalbagh, and on being freed from such obstacles as buildings, &e., it seems 
rapidly to have accumulated additional force, and from this point it was «blo to destroy even 
the strongest housce. From Lalbagh the vortex passed into the river, gradually crossing to the 
opposite bank, where it almost ground to powder a newly-built masoury house. Tt was then 
approschings village called Subadiya, and at ¢hia time the part of Dacca on the north bank of the 
Buriganga seemed eafe, and Subsdiya doomed; but when crovsing an open maidan, it 
appears to have encountered « strong current of air blowing up trom the south, when it 
abruptly altered ite direction, wheeled nearly at @ right augle to the uurth, aud travelled in 
a north-casterly direction back to Dacea, when the largest amount of dawage was done, 
masonry houses, part of the Nawab’s palace, &., being demolished, aud everything in the 
track being destroyed, until the storm resebed the Saukari baaur, where it more or lese 
suddenly rose from the ground, and passed high into the air, In no part of its course did 
the breadth of the tornado exceed 200 paces, and at the part where it did most damage jt 
was orfly [80 psces broad. It travelled altogether over three and-a-half miles, and its rate of 
Progress was according to different estimates from 20 to 12 miles an hour. ‘The lateral force 
of the wind as above stated wan enormous, and the uprush attendiug it must have been 
equally stroug, as ia some cases, after the walla of houses had been blown out, large beams 
wore actnally kept from falling for distinct periods by thie violent uprush of air. The 
shepe of the tornado cloud eppears to have been something like a top; it was accompavied 
by a diptinot rumbling sound, snd considerable electrical disturbance seems to have aecom- 
panied it, and the cloud appears to have ben more or lessilluminated. The storm caused 
118 deaths, while 1,000 persons were somewhat severely wounded, aud about seven lakhs 
worth of property was destroyed. 

‘After the ocourrence of this storm ordinary bh t weether conditions again obtained over 
the province for some time Dry westerly winds prevailed over the greater part of 
Bengal, and these had a more of lese norther}y element in them at the northern stations, 
swhile they were south-westerly at the southera etations. Temperature was unusually high 
while proasure wus low, ond there mere very few local storms or nor’-wosters reported, #0 
that min-was practipally absent from the province. These conditions somained analtered, 
aoopt for the usual oscillations of pressan¢ aad tempereture, and slight changes in the wind 
diqeations, np vill Tuesdsy, the 17th, aud on the morning of Wednesday, the 18th, the 
al logical obser taken at the eastorn stations showed thst aducided change was 

i , for at all the stations on the Arakan and Burma coasts, and at the stations in 
Nosth and partly in Hast Bengal, an easterly wind current set in, attonded at some of th 
stutiopa aleo with an unusually rapid riso of pressure. This easterly wind cument thin 
’ foreed its way acrots Bengal; and by the 20th more or less easterlyewinds were 
“mepatted over the greater part of the province. ‘The interaction between the two opposing 
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wind’ systems at once caused the weather conditions to become disturbed over the province: 
and thus nor’-westers with rain occurred, and with the extension of the interaction, the 
area affected py the disturhed conditions gradually enlarged, Thus in East Bengal, from 
the 17th aud [8th, local storms occurred frequently, in North Bengal the disturbance 
commenced, on tne 19th, and South-West Bengal received showers on the 20th. Similar 
conditions have obtained almost uninterruptedly till the close of the month ;-a very moist 
easterly wind cnrrent has prevailed over the greater part of the province, and bas even 
penetrated over the greater part of Behar, though westerly and souh-westeriy winds have 
been still blowing generally in Chutia Nagpur and Orissa and at the neigh>ouring stations 
of South-West Bengai. Consequently weather conditions have romained decidodly disturbed 
in Bengal, and local gtorms with rain have been extremely frequent. ‘The distriets of Poords 
and Cuttack in Ori sa, all the districts of South Behar and Chatia Nagpur, except 
Sonthal Perguanahs and Manbhoom, have. however, been comparatively free from thesé 
storms, and rainfall iu these district has bect scanty, but iu the districts of Hast and North 
Bengel these storms have been very numerous, and the rainfall brought by ,them has been 
heavy. Some of these storms have been exc-ptionally acvere : and notice Nas been received 
that in the Hooghly district, on the evening of Aprif the 23rd, the small town of 
Bhudressur, whied is close to Serampore, or only 1G or 17 milex worth of Calcutta, was 

isited by a small but severe cornado, which lasted from about three to six minutes, 
Mr. Duke, the Sub-divisional Officer, Serampore, writes thut the storm entered the south- 
eastern part of the town from the river about 8 o’clock in the evening. At first the direction 
of the track was north-west by aorth, and having travelled about 14 miles, fioally left 
north-east about the uorthern part of Bhudressur, disappearing in the river as it had come, 
‘Phe breadth of the course was about 200 to 3V0 yards on laud from the shore, and the 
centre and point of greatest violence about the line of the riverbank near the guage. ‘Vhe 
winds rotated from right to left, and the tornado was preceded by a booming sound. 
Much damage was done aud large boats were lifted out of the water and thrown over the 
banks, and in one ense a dinghi had been blown up on toa tree which had first been partially 
blown down. Seven persons are kuown to have been killed and three arc missing, while a 
considerable nuraber have been injured. 

The month of April may therefore be divided into two periods : for the first sixteen or 
seventeen days ordinary hot weather conditions und somparative absence of local storms 
prevailed, wuile from the 17th to the end of the month local storms with rain were common 
in all districts except m the Pouree and Cuttack discricts in Orissa, in the Chumparun and 
Saran districts of North Behar, in the Shahabad, Gya, Patna and Monghyr districts of Sonth 
Behar, and in the Hazaribagh, and Lobardugga districts, and in the greater part of tho 
Singbhoom districts of Chutia Nagpur. 

Pressnre.—For the first week of April pressure was decidedly low, aud was onthe 
average about 0°045 inch below the normal. This defect was rather increaved during the 
secoud week, when it equalled 0-067 inch, and for the greater part of the third weck alsu 
pressure contitiued very low, the defoct equalling nearly the same amount as in the second 
weok. With the setting in of the disturbed conditions, however, pressure generally rose, aud 
for the remainder of the month it became above the normal, the mean pressure of the fourth 

g an excess of 0-012 inch. Taking into consideration ouly those statious which 
have sent ia observations for a loug series of years, and which therefore yield reliable averages, 
the mean prossure for the whole of Bengal for April was 0-042 ineh in dofect of the normal. 
Phis defect has been fairly equally distributed, though it has been actually greatest at tho 
western and smallest at the eastern stations. Thus at Calcutta the defect has been 0-056 
inch, at Burdwan 0-051 inch, and at Gya 0°07 inch, while at Dacca it has been 0°03} inch, 
and at Parneth 0°033 inch. In Assam also the defective pressure has been rather smaller 
than in Bengal, and it has only equalled 0:036 inch. 

Lemperature.—The wonth of April may be fairly sharply divided into two periods, during 
the first of which, or up to about 18th or 20th, temperature was exceotionally high, while for 
the remainder of the month, during which period storms with rain were numerous, tempera- 
ture was decidedly low. ‘Ine general mean temperature of Bengal for the first and second 
weeks of April was about 2° above the normal, while in the third week the excess had risen to 
22°. The excess temperatures were, however, during this period maiuly confined to the west 
of the province, the western districts sometimes showing tomperatures five degrees. above the 
normal, During the fourth week temperature had fallen so rapidly that it was 3°3° below 
the normal, and the defect was particularly large in North Bengal, where it amounted to 
6-9", and in East Hengal avd North Behar, where it amounted to from 5° to 6°. At Rampore 
Beauleah in this woek the moan temperature was no less than 10:2° below the normal, and 
at Berhampore 9° below it. The mean temperature of the whole of Bengal for the month 
has therefore been 0:6° in excess of the normal,  ‘The-excess has been to a great extent confined 
toshe west of the province, and thus Chatia Nagpur shows an. excess of 2°6°, North. Behar 
one of 11°, Bouth Behar one of 0-9, and South-West Beigel au excess of 06°. In: Raat 


Bengal temperature has been in defect by 0:7°, and in North Bengal by 1°1°, while in Agsam 
temperature hae bren in defect by 1-2%. 
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The following tuble will ‘show clearly the general variation of the temperature from 
the normal in different districts of the province week by week for tha month, the figures 
showing the actual temperature variations at nine typical stations :— 


“Monthly variation table from the weekly comparison table during the month of April 18f8. 
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Reinfall.—The periods at which rainfall has oveurred during the month | 
described, and it theretore only remains to state its amount and distrib 
been heaviest in Hast Bengal, which hus received an average amount of between © 
or considerably wore than double the normal full 
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it three inches, which 
other districts the falls have been cunxiderably below the normal. 
‘ttle more than half an inch has been registered, which is about half the usi 
‘of an inch of rain has fallen, or about thr 


inches 








average fall of abo 
fall of 





falls in South Bebar about three-tent) 


och 
sth and 9th 
9th 
ith 
8th 
8th 
oth 

















ih, 
0, 


Varin. 
thon 9 














¢ 18th 
Lxth, 
18th 
15th 












hi 8th 990-8 
Humidity —Toe humidities which were registered during the early part of April over 








Variotion | ti 
oF 





nt of the province wero oxtraordinarily low. 


In North Be 


evant 






ison [Reuaprne| ramones 
see eens | ore 
Jofuwen | woo” | woe 
tanta | 1st th 

ht 











in Bengal 
















April, pris 


will show some of the highost temperatures registered iu the various 


110-4° 
112-4” 
110-62 





104-32 
110-0? 


Tho following figures represent 
the percentage amount of saturation of the air with moisture at 10 a.m. un the respective 
dates, one hundred equalling complete saturation :— 
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of the usual amount, while finally in Chutia Nagpur the fall only equals a tenth of un inch, 
or less than a quarter of the normal fall for April. 

Taking up the distribution of the rainfall o little more in detail, the following are some of 
the districts in which the falls during April have becu considerably below the normal amounts 


for the mouth. In Ori 














, Pooree, and Cuttack districts ; i t 
trict omy has received a romewnat defective fall; in Kast Bengal, ail dis:rict 
ived good fails; in North Bengal, the Maldah district has reccived a rather defective fall ; 


South. West Bengal, th 


Burdwan 
ets have 





iu North Behar, rainfall has boen above the normal in all districts ; iu Sout Behar, ShabgBad 


has ‘an exeeedig 
ae at atts and the * 
separ 


Th 












Ly amall fall, averaging 0 07 inch, while the Gya district has reatived 
> atna district practically none; and finally all the districts in Chutia 
show largely defective falls. 

atin Assam. in April has been very heavy, pa : 
"26-08 inches is reported froma Silvnur ; one of 11°64 inches from Sibsagur, 
cduallad 5°57 inches, 


ularly in Silchar and Sibsagar. 


1082 | SUPPLEMENT TO THE UALOUTTA GAZETTE, MAY, 16, 1888. 




















The following table gives the summary of the temperaturo and rainfall data of each of 
the soven Meteorological divisions of the Province for the month of April 1888 :— 
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Mertnoroxcorcat Orrtcr, Benoat, ALEXANDER PeDLER, 
The 15th Aprit 1888. Og. Meteorological Reporter to the Gavt. of Bengai. 
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Results of the Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteorological Office, 
Chowringhee, from 6th to 12th May 1888. 
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‘The mean temperature of the seven days 
‘The extreme variation of temperature 
‘The maximum temperature ete 





The mean relative iumidity 


.. Nit. 
‘The mean temperature and humidity are obtained by applying to the mean of the 10h, 16h, 


The total fall of rain from 6th to 12th May 1883 








minimum readings correction dependent on the range, aud derived from the hourly observations 
at the Surveyor-Generai’s Office, Chowringhee, in past yeurs. 
A. Peper, 


Murvononoaican Orrice, Ixpra 5 
For Of. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of India, 


The 14th May 1888. 
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the week ending Friday. the ith of May 1688. 
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SUMMARY OF TILK METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKUN IN BENGAL AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN ASSAM FOR THE WEEK ENDING FRIDAY, THE lita OF 
MAY 1688. 





‘Tae meteorological conditions which obtained at the close of the previous week were 
simple, and were of the ordinary settled hot-weather character, Wainids were more or less 
westerly over almost the whole of Bengal, though in Assam they were north 
Pressure though was distinct below the normal, and temp-rafureseonsideribly above It, 
There was also an alinost ti ubsenee of rainfall, and local st is ohad become very infre- 
quent, These conditions eontinucd unchauged on the 5th or the first day of the week under 
review, though there was a sight reaction noticeable in the wind directions, and an e 
wind current commenced to make itseli felt at the eastern and vortiern stations, wh 
Chutia Nagpur and at come of the ccutral stations. in Behar northerly and nogch-e 
winds were reported. On the following day winds in Chutia Nagpur beeame north-westerly, 
though more or le-a easterly winds wero still blowing at the enstern stations, Ou the 7th 
the easterly winds again extended to Chutia Nugour and parts of Bear, and until the close 
of tho week similar osvillations took place from day to « Phese chanwes in tue wind direc 
tiona and the elizlt interaction taking placo between the wind systems over tie province at once 
caused weather conditions to become slightly disturbed, aud loeal storms with vain beeame 
rather more numerous from the 6th, and they Continued moderately frequent up ta the end of 
the week. Conditions, however, havo been by no means ao disturbed as they were at the clowe 
of April, and the storms of the present week have been docidedly restricted m the area of their 
action, and the rainfall brought by them Jing also usually been light. ‘The storms also have 
only extended over parts of the various districts, and thus the rainfall brought up hy them ran 
searcely be called general in any part of the province, Rainfall has iu’ fact been mainly 
confined in Orixsa to the Balasore district ; iu South. West Bengsl to the Burdwan, Bank 
Beerbhoom, Nuddea, Jessore, and Moorshedabad districts ; in Bast Bes to the Furreedpore, 
Dacea, Tipperah and Mymensinzh districts ; in Nort: Bengal to the Kajshalye, Maldab, and 
igoree districts; in South Bebar to the Sonthal Perguanahs diver and in Chutia 
ur to the Manbhoom district. Over the whole of Norh Behar and in the remaining 
ets of thy other metesrolo-ical divisions, lu storms have been very few in number, aud 
rainfall has been almost absent, 

While, however, the meteorological changes in Bengal during the week hava heen 
unimportant. in thesouth of the Bay conditions have decile altered. From about the 
middle of the week under review it was clear that the general distriontion of pressure over 
the Bay was favourcble for the first advance of south-west monscon winds in the south of 
the Bay, and towards the close of the week the first foenl: advance did take place, ‘The 
advance waa decidedly loss powerful thin al, but nevertholess in front of the iarush of 
moist winds a sinall cyelonie storm was formed which on Friday, vie lth, aspeared olf the 
Sonth Madras coast, the centre being not far off the and, and spoarenily t+ the east-north- 
east of Negapatam at 8 a.m ofthe Lith, This se rm ought rough sea and strong winds 
with rain along the whole of they Madras coast, and it passed inland befure tho moraine of the 
12th, 

Pressure—At the close of the previous week had bven decidedly below the normal. Oi 
the 5th there was a general rise, whic ntinued on the Grh, 7th and Sele in all districts 
excepp South Benar. By thie continued increase, prossure had become above the 
normal by amounts varying fom Ovi inch to O15 inch. On the 9th, however, pressure 
generally feil by smal! amounts, but ou the LOch and LIth it again rose, so that on triday, 
the 11th, pressure was generally above the norma! by amounts ranging Craw 0°15 inch to 0-30 
inch, Taking into consideration these stations frou which observations have becn received 
for a series of years, and which therefore yicld reiixble averages, the mean presssure of the 
province nas been above the uormal hy nearly O-0/ inch, and the excoss hay been largest in 
the wevtern and central distriets of the province, whilo it has been smallor at the eastern 
stations, In Assam the execas pressure for the weck bas only averaged 0-056 meh. 

Tomnevalure- Flas continued above the normal over almost the whole province throngh- 
OUt the wees, una The memn temperature has been 2-2” in excess, ‘This exeess has been fairly 
equally distributed, the smallest exceas being # 5° in Nerth Bengal, sad the largest 29° ia 
Kast Bengal. The average excess temperature in Azsum has be: 

Rainfall —As proviously stated, rainfall has been rather scanty and local during the 
woek, and no district has reccived un average fall of an inch of ram. ‘The largest fally are 
reported from South-West Bengal, the stations in which have recorded the average umount of 
(76 iach, which is, however, only about half tue usual amount for the week. North bengai 
has received av average fall of (47 iuch, or about a quarcer of the nsual fail; the stations of 
¢ Bengal average 0°31 inch, or only about a seventh of the usual quanticy ; Orisea ruporie 
0-20 inch, or roughly a fifth of the normasi amount. Cuutia Nagpur ("22 inch, equal to about 
a third f the usual fall; and South Behar 0-18 inch, about two-fifths of tie normal; while 
North Bebar baa recrivad no rain at all, 

In Assam, Sibsagar has received 227 inches of ram during the week, Dhubri u 57 
inch, aud Silchar 0-36 inch, ° 
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The following tuble gives the summary of the temperature and rainfall data of each of 
the seven meteorological divisions of the province for the weck euuing Friday, 


May 188%.— . 
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+ Obyobanas not inctaded. 
Morsorowocicss. Ureice, Bunear; A. Pepier, 


The 15th May 18%8. Offg. Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal, 
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=x 
. MEMORANDUM.* 

‘Tre chief features ie the mortuary statistics of the districts in Bengal for the month 
of Feb uxry 1884, de inced from tho table annexed to the memorandum, ure+= 

1.. That 105,727 persona died among a population of 65,163,844, representing on. 
annual doath-ratewf 1978 pr L000, against 25-08 por 1,000 in the preceding mouth, and 
18°36 per 1,000 in the corresponding minch of tie precediug year, indicating, as compared 
with the tormer period, a large reduccion in the number of deaths recorded. 

2. That the highest casualty-rates were returned from the following districts :— 

















"Districts. Districts. 
tie por +8 Katto poe 
‘multe 2 mil 
Birbhum ae v= 20°10) Midnanore ms 
spore ay “ | Davjiline a 
pur Backerganj ate 
Rajshnhye js Pabra 66 
Julpaiguri i AMughti 2608 
Nushhali “aro | Balsaore 22508 





8. That the mortality from th» prinuipal dis-ases dooy not exhibit any nutiesatle differs 
ence in comparivon with the death rates from the same diseasea during tue corrosponding 
moath of the preceding year :— 











Rat ta 
“Pobruary 1888, February 198, 
Cholera : “oo “i 
Smal iz “08 “06 x 
Fover 1428 13:44 
Bowel-complaints B 72 “72 
Injary ae 12 
Other causes 4 8 az 238 


4. hat the undermentioned distritts suffered pre-eminently from cholera, fever and 
the maladies classed und-r the head of ‘Other causes,” the rest of the discases (indicated in 
the above table) manifesting uo noticeble exacerbations :— 











Cholera. Fever, Other eauson. 
Ratio per . Batin por ‘Ratio por 
Backorganj Dinajpur Par) Puri, 1483 
ti Rungpare 2712 ‘Vipperal 2) 104 
Rajshahye 26 62 
Balasore doipaiguri Tl geo 
Mymonsin; Pubas 2 2600 
Midnapore Noakhali 2 I aa08 
irbhum Tl 2856 
Maldah err) 
Purueah 2088 
Bogea 2076 





5. That tho mortality of the month distributed under the heads of Sez, Class and Age, 
stood as noted below :— 








According to Sez. According to Clas According to Age, 
Rio per) vere 
ute. mille, 
Males... 1-00 | Christians .., Under 1 yoar we 128 * 
Females 7-28 | Hindus Vand under 6 years, 
Batio of male doaths Mahomedans} By er EO om a8 
to every 100 fomale Budbivts ... 10 5 on 
voths v~  -220 | Other classes 1B ~ 2s 
” 2D 
Don n On 
50 6 


60 years and upwards 


B. Lavpznpate, u.v., Deputy Surgeon-Geneval, 
The 14th May 1888. Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal. 


© The publication of these statistics hax boon dolayod owing to the non-rwceipt of thy Lokardagya roturn tll the 14th 
May 1888, 
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‘MORTALITY ACCORDING To- 
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R. Lipvenvar, a0, Deputy Surgcon-General, 
Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal, 


Orricn ov Satrany Goummesionen FoR Buvoat, 
The 1th Moy 1808, 
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in Bengal for the week ending 


MEMORANDUM, 


Tur chief incidents in connection with the vital 
Kth April 1888, are the fullowing— 





atistics of the principal Munic 





1 "That the ratio of ‘births during the period abuva mentioned stood at 18 and that , 
of deaths at Li-7 per 1090 of population ; the record of the preceding weak ending 2lst 


April presenting 
in the re 











ing Municipalities :— 
Births, 


Comillah 
Bhagulpore 
Narainganj 
Gya 


3. That as compared with the reaults of the pi 
of mortality, to a more or levs extent, froos all diseases, uotably frou-ohulera and fever s— 


Cholera 
Sunall-por 
Rever 
Bowel-complaints 
Injury 

Other causes 


4, That the 


sholera, fever, and th 
exhibited any uti 











19:9 and 293 per 1,000, respectively. 
istration of both the events, particularly of deaths. 


‘Phat the highest proportions of birtis aud deaths were returned from the follow- 








Ratio por 


Beaulewh 
Purueah . 





indicating a considerable decrease 


Deaths, 








Ratio per mille d 





6 
3 
95 
24 
6 
7 





following Municipalities returned conspicuously high mortulity from 
maladies cowing uuder head of “O he 
cabiy high suffering from the other diseases mentioned in the foregoing 





and no Municipality 


table, excepting Naraingunj, where 20°7 per 1,000 of the population died from bowel 


complaints :— 





Cholera. 
Ratio por 
mille, 
Jessore 651 
Benuleah 2 
Hughii 1 
Suburbs of Caleutia, 199 
Comilla a Ls 
Chittagong : 16 
Berampore 137 
Howrah o7 
Patua 30 
Qya 34 





Dac a2 











Fever. Other causes. 
Ratio per 
mile. 
Comillah 308 | Burampore 
Purneal 277 | Monghyr 
Suburbs of Caleutta 
Dace: “ 


It will be observed that cholera again prevailed with added severity in 








Buaguipore 





the Jessore 
Manseipalits. 
‘That the mortality according to Sez, Clase and Age stood as follows :— 
According 10 Sex. According to Class. According to Age. 
™onr oie =a. 
Males i 273 | Chrietions ... w 261 | Under 1 year 1766 
Females 218 | Hindus 1. 28:3 Ye 
Ratio of male deaths to Mahomedans 2 ea | an a 
every 10U female deaths 141 Other elasion 36% 0 » Bin wm EHS 
16 ” 20 a 23-0 
20 » so 163 
BO » oy 212 
0 ” 2 ” 204 
60 202 
20 yout4 end upwards 07 


The 14th May 1888. 





R. Lippenpare, w.v., Deputy Surgeon-General, 


Sanitary Commissioner for Bengal. 
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SOUTL-WESTERN CIRCLE. 


Cancurra axp Eastern Caxars, 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION BRANCH, BENGAL, 


Statament showing Quantitirs of Coots carried during the month of March 1888. 














Davewterios. 




















2,007 | 1, Grain 
Cotton 
50| 3. Oilseeds 
0} 4. Salt * 
ww |. Piece-goods 
It} 6. Metal 
250 | 7, Buildngmaterials 
1,912 | 8. Miseellancoust 
780 | 9. Fuel 
10, Timbor 
1 raft, 11, Bumboos 


Total 





























R00 eft. | 





‘Toran UOwRRRIERET AND PIRLV ATR, Yarvare, 
ity Tome Quantity. Vala, 
Doorn ral, Rope, 


vv 
6541 | 
14,160 | 
13,580 








25,49,604 











82 17.525) 

117,906) 

20,52,779) 

16,612 | 141419} 

100) 809 : “r09} 








1: 





me 





| hs. 74 











* For detail vee next page. 






























































Total of samo 9 THGST & Test & 
jnonth last year 1,888 { T No |g 4 sal Ae ys 444 
M, Total number of boats plying Bi ae 
cargo No «of month— 
i B14 254 49,148 2 9 
Ms Ditto empty, 788 
5. Total number uf boots plying : | 
passenger No. B22 | wee ‘Total tollage of samo month 
i last. year 415,397 8 0 
16. Total tered tounay | 
pate Tons | 24,102 217,923 ca 
| i Menvrantnm of Tollaye. 
17. Total registered tonnage, | ; 
passenger ‘None Cs ae 800 ———_——_—_. 
18, Ton-mileago 241,080 | 19,570,980 Re ae 
19. Ketimated value of cargo Its. | 569,806] 52,18, 1. Balance not reeovered 
| ow the Ist of the 
20, Number of pascengers No. 1,91 month --| 165t 5 6 
21, Rafts, bmboos on. 800 800 | 2. Tollage per month 49,148 2 9 
%. Do, butlahs * | 
%. Estimated value of rafts Ks. | 100 100 
| 3. Total 40,709 8 8 
24. Tollago on boats * 5,889-11-0 ) 49,146-10-9 | 
2%. Compounded — toll on | 
po a Ks. 4. Amount —peid — into 
trousury during the 
%, Tollage on rafts a 1-8-0 1-8-0 nioutht ++ | 46,911 0 0 
2%. Total tollage on boats por 
ton-mile Pies 478 rire 
%. Dito on ratte per 100 6, Balance dno at the end * 
cubic feet os 0.20 of the month 3888 “3 3 
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, ARTIOLES OF TRAFFIO INCLUDED IN ITEM 8 (MISCELLANEOUS). 
CALCUTTA AND EASTERN CANALS. 

























































Privat 
EE, Dasemrnion, Vatun. fe pets van | 
Raper, Toms Repees, i 
4 ere ae pase ia ee, a 4 
267 | (2) Jute 434,120 | 6,620 | '8,84,120 
78 | (0) Jaggery 89,400 636 $9,400 


a8} () Sugar 12a} 39,715 






































L | (@ Tohnoso « 2 2 | 2 G00 
548 | (e) Fish ¥ Ty | so 179 | 179| 50,136 
5 | (f) Tides e ai Sexe | 4 4 1,020 
86 | (9) Poultry a i 21 21 17,861 
163 | (1) Hay and straw... 1g foo... {  aa4eg | 3424] 35,472 
78 | (3) Oils P a 790 | set | aed] 1,15,095 
48. |) Earthenware ...| 102 2 104 | 16! | lod} 1,464 
610 | (m) Other miscolla- | | 

neous ais 6,289 | O41 6,230 | 874,666 6,230} 8,74,666 

— | 7 
1,012 | Total Miscollanoous, | ota 16,173 | 20,5%,779 

I 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, IRRIGATION, BRANCIL, 


SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLI 
0 


















Toras. Gormenniet Asm PRT vr. | Puavare, 














senteeof} 4, Deseaurnt0n. Quamity to 





oo 





2 13870 | 807, 
1h 


1. Grin 
2, Cotton 
Oilseed 
Salt 




















































vee-goods & 

3 

a 

: Diner 3 
1. Bamhoos | q 
i 3 

12. Total 425 nis CM 8 ya 2 

Total of same rf ia 
month last year «| ip 19,709) 

3 | Rear 


‘Total number of boats plyi of month—| 


























eirgo 5144 {15,560 1 9 
Ditto empty... ” aula 
ee. fal tollase of samo month 
‘otal numer of boats plyins ogy | bist yee 00 
Tawougee d 289) aT) 290 
Total registered tonnage, Memurandenn uf Fatlage. 
cargo Tous 80,901 | 
Teal registered tom oe is 
passouger we Tous 665 at Re an, 
Ton-mileage ... | ‘ 662,037 41,261 1. Batiiee not reeovenst | 
en the Ist oi thu 
Estimated value of cargy Ra, | 14,38, 48,500 | 14,81,989 rioutl Pa 
Number of pasrongers No. od 2. Pallage por month 19 





} Hatts, bamboos ©. ft. 
Voy bullahs ... 2 2,602 





; [16244 8g 
Titimated valuo of rafts Re. 6.505, 














luge on boats mw | 14,6H0-7-8 | 615-1-0 ; 
Comjounded tollage 

>a an 

4. Amount pail into 
Tiago on ratte 349.0 bi-9-0 trasmy during the 
: ” anguthe + |14,682 7 9” 
otal toll on boats per 1 ° 
nile. Bhe| crate , a8 : 
Dittn * 5. Balance due at the end 
ite tot spetis pee 100 0615-8 of the month 1,562 1 9 























1100 SUPFLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, MAY 16, 1888. 








ARTICLES OF TRAFFIC INCLUDED IN ITEM 8 (MISCELLANEOUS). 


TOLLY’S NULLAIL. 
































Maron Drscarrrioy, 
2 | (a) Tuto aes 16 see 15 | 1,912 5 112 
156 (2) Jaggery oy 977 7 84 1,837,785 ‘984 | 1,87,785, 
3 | © Sogar i 16 16 4,050 16| 4,050 
6 (@) Tobacco - 33 eeneee 33 7,400 38 7,400 
159 | (—) Fish F as | 1 36 | 10,129 36| 10,129 
sewn | (f) Tides : os 
1 (9) Poultry ~ b i 80 1 80 
278 (@ Hay and straw... 706 706 73,026 706 73,026 
54 | (7) Oils i 351 1 368 | 61,500 368} 61,500 
148 | () Eorthonwaro .,.. 14 8 182 2,530 ise| 2,539 
292 | (m) Other miscollano- 
ous ae 1,951 B 2,024 | 2,30,301 2,024 | 2,30,801 
1,099 | Total Miscellaneous... 4,259 106 4,365 | 5,28,722| 4,305] 6,08,722 
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ABSTRACT FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH 1888, AS COMPARED WITH THE 
CORRESPONDING MONTH OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR. 
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Rs a. Pe Rs. ‘Aa ih Bs a 
Calentts ond Eastorn Canals...) 49,148 2 9] 4,30,116 12 3 8 0} 3,638,802 8 0 
Telly’s Nullah ... «| 16,560 1 9] 141,455 3 3] 15,816 9 0] 109,407 3 0 





Total ...| 64,708 4 6] G71S7115 6) 8714 1 | 4,73,209 11 0 





Catcorra, } A.D. MeAwmnun, Major, wae, 


The 15th May 1888. UndersSeeretary to the Government of Bengal, 
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CIRCULAR AND RASTERN CANALS 
Approrimate Keturn of Trafic for the week ending Saturday, the 12th May 1888, 


a8 compared witit the corresponding week of the previous year. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
‘Statement of Goode Traffic in Stiples carried during the 4 weeks ended BVth March 1888, as compared, 


with the same period of 1887. : 
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General remarks un the fluctuation of principal stanles carried unex the Kast Indian Katiway 
during four weeks ended 24th Murch (SHR. 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 


ST INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Abnpurimace feturn of raphe for week ended Ste May 1888, on 1d 
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“Approsimate Slatemeut of gross reesipte of the Bust lntian Ruitesen, prepared ia acvordance with Public Worke Departaent 
Girentar No, NXT, Ruilweay, dated hrd daly Wh. 
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A STATE RAILWAY. 


Approzimate Hetarn uf Traffic for week carted 5th Mag ASS, on 875 miles apen 
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Approsimate Stagement of grot recipi of the Patna-Cya State Keiteay, prepared in accordance with Public Works Deporte 
mont Circular No, XXL, Raitey, dated 2rd Jely 180. 
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DILDARNAGAR-GHAZIPUR STATE RALLWAY, 
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Approzinute Statement of gross rervintes uf tir Simin State Ruilwax, prepared ia accowtaace with Public Warks Department 
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+ TALKESSUR BRANCH RalLwaY, : 
Apmesinate Retnra of Lrathe for wook ended 6th Mad AWS, 0m 22 miles open. 
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FINANCIAL YUak. 
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(ASSAM-BEHAR STATE RATLWAY 
(Porwnas Sxcrt0x.) 
Appreciate Retura of Troffe for week ended 24h April WNBB, 0 38 miles vpen. 
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TIRHOOT STATE RAILWAY. 
Approrimate Keturn of Trafic for the werk ending 5th Btay 1888, on 269 mi 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. 
Approximate Statement of gross receipts of the Tirkoot Slate Railway. ‘ 
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Approximate earnings for wook endiug 2xth April 1888 
Corresponding week last year... 3 
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Tur following is published for gencral information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


P. NOLAN, 
Secretary to the Goverament of Bengal. 


Tha 2st May 1888. 


ESTIMATED OUTTURN OF THE RUBBEE HARVEST SND OF IMFORT- 
ANT CROPS SUCH AS JUTE, TOBACCO, &c. 


No. 917Agri., dated Calcutta, tho 12th-16th May 1888. 


From—E. W. Oonpsn, Esa, cs, Og. Dizeotor of the Department of Land 
Tecords and Agriculture, Beng:l, 


& ‘TgThe Secretary to the Governmont of Bengal, Revenue Department. 


In continuation of Mr. Finucane’s letter No. 51Agri., dated 10th January 
1888, I have the honour to submit the report called for in your letter No. 
408—9Fam., dated the 8th February 1887, regarding the estimated outturn 
of the rubbee harvest and of important special crops, such as jute, tobacco 
4nd others. 
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2. The statistics given in the appended tables have been cowpiled in the 
manner described .by Mr. Finucane in his letter submitting the previous 
return, and the figures which ara given cannot lay claim to complete 
accuracy. The letter from Mr. Finucane, calling upon District Officers far 
the information, and giving instructions as to the manner in which the 
statistics should be compiled, has been already submitted to you, and explains 
the system which was adopted. 

3. ‘The season was gencrally unfavourable to the rubbee harvest. There 
was a late rain in October which injured the sowings, and the winter rains 
were delayed ‘till late in January, and thus were of little benefit, The outturn 
of the rubbee harvest, as was to be expected under these conditions, is reported 
to have been deficient throughout Behar, Chota Nagpore and the Bhagulpore 
Division. Wheat is reported to have been little more than half an average 
crop; but other crops, such as gram, rahur, barley, and mustard, were not 
much below the average, except in Chota Nagpore where, however, there is 
said to be no cause for anxiety. Somo injury to wheat was also caused by 
insects in the Patna district. The dryness of the season was equally un- 
favourable to the rubbee harvest in Eastern and South-Eastern Bengal, 
except in parts of the Dacca Division where the mustard crop was rather over 
the average. Inthe Chittagong Division the deficiency of the rainfall in 
‘autumn, which was unfavourable to the winter rice crop, had a good effect on 
the cold weather harvest, while in Orissa the outturn of the rubbee crops was 
better than usual. In no locality was the crop worse than balfa crop, except 
in parts of the Darjecling district, especially in the Terai, and of the Chota 
Nagpore Division. The good mohwa crop will, however, afford some compen- 
sation to the latter. 

4, ‘Ihe returns which are appended do not distinguish the areas culti- 
vated with the different rubbee crops, so that it is impossible to estimate the 
total area on which wheat or any other crop is grown. An attempt will be 
made to remedy this defect in future, though in consequence of the absence 
of any accurate information on the subject, it will not be possible to guarantee 
the accuracy of such returns. 

.5...The important special crops, regarding which information has been 
collected, were sugarcane, jute, tobacco, ganja, opium, mulberry, and 
potatoes. Sugarcanc was generally a better crop than in the preceding year 
throughout East and South-East Bengal. It was, however, an indifferent 
crop in Bhagulporo and Bebar, and was almost a failure in Shahabad. 
The deficiency of outturn in that district is attributed to oxcessive rainfall 
during the planting season, and to the ravagos of grasshoppers. ‘Tobacco 
was an average orop in the Burdwan and Presidency Divisions, but gave 
an inferior outturo throughout tio Rajshahye Division, especially in 
Rungpore, where it is largely grown. In tne Behur districts reports 
vary. In Durbhunga the tobacco crop is said to have been a bumper 
one; while in the neighbouring district of Mozufferpore it was less than 
a three-quarter crop. In Orissa, where a considerable amount of tobacco 
is grown, the outturn was better tian in the preceding year. Jute, 5? 
far as it has been reported on, is shown to have suffered to some extent: from 
the want of seasonable rain and, in Nuddea, from floods. The opium crop was 
better than in the previous year, while the mulberry and potato crops were 
rather below the average. ; 

6. The area under the several crops has not been separately shown in the 
return, and hence it is not possible to make an estimate of the total area culti- 
vated with any special crops. District Officers will be requested to separate the 
areas under the different crops in future reports. 
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REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE 
FOURTH QUARTER OF 1887-88. 


Ne. 896B, datod Calcutta, the 11th May 1883. 


From—K. G. (vera, Fsa,, Offg. Secretary to tho Board of Revonaa, L.P., 
To-Tho Socrotary 10 the Goverament of Bengal, Financial Departmont, 


I am directed by the Buard of Revenue to submit the following report 
Baur on the state of the salt market for the fourth 
quarter of 1887-88, cmprising the months of 
January, February und March 1888. 
2. The quantity of salt of every description cleared during the quarter 
under report amounted 10 22,01,094 maunds 7 chittacks against 27,10,003 
maunds 8 seors 2 chittacks in the previous quarter, and 26,06,614 maunds 
38 seers 7 chittacks in the corresponding quarter of the provious your; 
and tie net amount of duty levied thereon was Rs. 42,45,508-4 against 
Rs, 30,56,522-2-8 in the previous quarter, and Ks. 49,91,893-8 in the corre- 
sponding quarter of the previous year. 

3. ‘Uhe quantity of excise salt sold in the districts of Cuttack, Pooree 
and Balasore during the quarter under review from the stock of the ‘different 
seasons’ manufacture, and the quantities which remained in store ut the olose 
of the quarter, are shown in table I :— 
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4, The above statement shows that the total sale af excise salt during 
the quarter under review. amounted to 41,745 maunds 16 secrs against 
59,660 maunds 5 seers.in the previous quarter, aid 52,843 maunds 30 sevrs 
im the correépanding quarter.of the previcus year. * 

6. The subjoined, table shows in comparison the importations into the 
port of Caleutta and the total clearances of sva-imported sal. curing the 
quartyr under review, and the corresponding quarers of the previous two 
yeays i— 
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6. The following 
above table :— 
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7. Table 1V shows tho quantity of sea-import-d salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter as compared with the results of the 


‘previous four quari rs. 
Taste IV, 
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8. The despatches of salt from Calcutta by w 
passing the several salt pass stations into the interior of the country both east 
and west of the river Hooghly during the quarter under review and the corre- 
sponding quarters of the previous two years are shown in the table below :— 
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9, The quantity of salt despatched by the East Indian Railway to 
Md. sc stations beyond Buxar during the quarter under 

peat ‘1 } 9 review amounted to 28,271 maunds 10 seers as noted ° 
March gio 6 0 in the margin against 48,240 maunds in the 








wate > previous quarter, and 67,607 maunds 30 scers in 
—— the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
10. Theshipmonts of Liverpool salt for the port of Calcutta according 


to published market reports were as follows :— 








Tons. 
Jannary 31,590 
Februnry 2,350 
March 12,820 
‘ Total 60,760 





No shipments were reported daring the quarter under review for tho port 


of Chittagong 
11. “Table VI shows the market price per 100 maunds_of Liverpool and 


other descriptions of salt at the close of each fortnight during the quarter as 
compared with those obtaiaing during the same period last year, 
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12. The following. table shows the quantity of sea-imported salt, 
admitted into bond and elcared from bond and shipboard at Chittagong and 
Naraingunge during the quarter under review and the corresponding quarter of 
1886-87 :— 

Taste VIT. 
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No transactions in sea-imported salt have been reported for th» quarter 
from the ports of Cuttack, Puoree and Balasore. 
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Stalementeehowing Rainfall, Weathor, and State and Prospects of the erons it 
Bengal, as renorted to Gurerament during the teeek ending the 19th May 1888. 
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PRICKS-OURKENT (#NTAIL) UF FOOD-GRAINS, FIREWOOD AND SALT IN THR 
HEAD-QUABTER STATION BAZAKS OF TIE DISTRICTS OF MENGAL 
DURING THE FORTNIGHT ENDING THE 
Gru MAY 1888. 
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